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THREE  ITEMS. 

The  Proprietors  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 


Extending:. 


have  opened  a  branch  office  in  New  York  at  the 
Postal  Telegraph  Buildings,  253  Broadway.  It  is  in  charge  of 
the  resident  representative,  Mr.  John  E.  Glass. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1901 
Diary.  jias  jjeen  genj.       post  to  all  colonial  and  foreign 

subscribers.  The  copies  for  home  subscribers  are  now  ready  for 
despatch,  and  will  be  sent  carriage  paid  to  destination.  Now  is 
the  time  to  subscribe  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  so  as  to 
get  the  excellent  Diary. 

P  'ce  lists  beginning  of  a  new  century  is  an  absolutely 

'  new  sensation  to  everybody  in  business.  How 
can  it  be  signalised  ?  There  is  no  one  who  can  tell  from  ex- 
perience. But  we  can  give  good  advice  to  business-men.  Show 
fresh  enterprise  and  renewed  energy.  You  are  in  the  drug-trade 
or  one  of  its  allied  branches  ?  Then  make  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  your  touchstone.  In  circulation,  influence,  and  results 
it  is  admittedly  premier.  The  Winter  Issue  will  be  published  on 
January  26,  1901.  For  it  we  can  take  circulars,  insets,  &o.,  to  be 
stitched  in  with  our  own  pages.  A  good  inset  would  be  just  the 
thing  in  which  to  express  fresh  enterprise  and  renewed  energy, 
and  if  any  business  house  would  like  to  know  how  it  is  done  and 
what  it  costs  they  should  write  to  the  Publisher  of  the  C.  &  D., 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G. 


Summary 


Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  is  figured  as  the  nitrometer  bird  in  this  week's 
Aviary  (p.  83  H. 

An  Address  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Howie  on  the  business  side  of  phar- 
macy is  printed  on  p.  877. 

Mr.  Lucas  makes  a  prac  tical  suggestion  for  keeping  liquefied 
carbolic  acid  from  freezing  (p.  889). 

Professor  Attfield  replies,  in  an  apparently  final  note,  to 
Mr.  Allen's  letter  of  last  week  (p.  896). 

The  Medical  Council  is  interesting  itself  in  the  subject  of 
unqualified  assistants  in  doctors'  shops  (p.  889). 

We  have  gleaned  from  wholesale  photographic  dealers  some  of 
the  reasons  for  the  delays  which  so  much  exercise  retailers 
(p.  886  . 

Several  Hundred  Names  are  to  be  removed  from  the  register 
of  chemists  and  druggists.  Perhaps  yours  is  in  the  list.  See 
p.  895. 

Dr.  Berdoe's  letters  on  the  etymology  of  antimony  has 
brought  interesting  replies  from  correspondents  (p.  885  and 
p.  896). 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  is  on  the  war-path,  and  has  gathered  many 
scalps  on  behalf  of  the  P.  A.T.A  at  Aberdeen,  Dundee,  and  Glasgow 
(p.  882 1. 

The  "  Layora  "  Trade-mark  has  given  rise  to  a  legal  dispute 
which  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  has  been  asked  to  settle 
(p.  870). 

Our  Town  Traveller  has  gathered  sundry  business  hints, 
especially  in  respect  to  seasonable  goods,  during  his  recent  rounds 
(p.  874). 

Mr.  J.  Lawson  Johnston,  the  inventor  of  bovril,  died  suddenly 
at  Cannes  last  Saturday.  Notes  of  his  career  are  printed,  with  a 
portrait,  on  p.  872. 

Camwal's  Report  for  the  first  year  of  the  enlarged  concern 
shows  greater  gross  profits,  but  smaller  net  profits,  and  a  dividend 
of  5  per  cent.  (p.  894). 

The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  to  be  "  the 
attraction"  at  the  inauguration  of  the  Cardiff  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion in  January  (p.  883). 

Wholesale  Poisoning  with  beer  containing  arsenic  is  reported 
from  Lancashire.  The  poison  comes  from  vitriol  used  in  making 
invert  sugar  employed  in  brewing  (p.  888). 

Some  of  the  Concentrated  Liquors  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia deposit  heavily.  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock  has  discussed  the 
subject  before  the  Midland  Association  (p.  879). 

Mr.  W.  K.  Hopkin,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  pharmacy  at 
No.  10  New  Cavendish  Street,  gave  some  interesting  reminis- 
cences of  the  business  at  the  celebration  of  its  Jubilee  (p.  891). 

Professor  J.  Arthur  Thomson  has  discoursed  to  the  North 
British  Branch  on  the  links  between  natural  history  and  medicine, 
dealing  in  the  course  of  his  lecture  with  animal  medication 
(p.  876). 

The  General  BIedical  Council  is  now  in  session.  The  most 
important  part  of  the  business  so  far  refers  to  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia, in  respect  to  which  full  details  are  given  in  our  report 
on  p.  890. 

The  markets  still  wear  a  quiet  aspect,  and  fluctuations  are  few 
Both  pilocarpine  and  eserine  have  been  substantially  advanced. 
Oxalic  acid  is  firmer,  and  isinglass  and  cinnamon  were  lower  in 
auction  (p.  899). 

In  the  High  Court  last  week,  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  on  the 
request  of  a  mortgagee,  appointed  a  manager  and  receiver  of  Mr. 
John  Munday's  business  in  Cardiff,  so  that  the  security  of  the 
mortgage  may  not  be  impaired  by  Mr.  Munday  neglecting  the 
business  (p.  892). 

A  Chemist's  Assistant  extracted  a  tooth,  and  the  patient 
subsequently  died  of  blood-poisoning.  At  the  inquest  held  at 
Bromley  it  was  alleged  that  dirty  forceps  were  used  (which  the 
assistant  denied),  and  the  jury  decided  to  tell  the  "  College  of 
Dentists  "  about  the  matter  (p.  869). 

Professor  Bayley  Balfour,  who  recently  resigned  his  seat 
on  the  Pharmaceutical  Board  of  Examiners  for  Scotland  as  a 
protest  against  the  manner  in  which  the  by-law  difficulty  had 
been  handled,  has  now  addressed  an  open  letter  on  the  subject  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Boird,  and  has  circulated  copies  of  it.  The 
officials  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  immediately  threatened 
Professor  Balfour  with  an  action  if  lie  did  not  stop  circulating  and 
publishing  the  letter  (p.  887). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  tender  of  Messrs.  Davies,  Gibbins  &  Co.,  amounting  to 
139Z.  17s.  5d.,  has  been  accepted  for  the  half-yearly  supply 
of  drugs  to  the  Derby  Workhouse. 

The  Northwich  Salt  Compensation  Board  during  the  course 
of  the  past  year  distributed  5,000/!.  compensation  to  property 
owners  whose  premises  have  sunk  through  brine-pumping. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Ipswich  Board  of  Guardians  on 
November  24,  Mr.  W.  Cornell,  chemist  and  druggist,  was 
appointed  dispenser  at  the  workhouse  at  a  salary  of  20Z.  per 
annum. 

Councillor  W.  Woolley,  wholesale  druggist,  Blackburn, 
entertained  his  employes  to  a  tea  and  smoking-concert  on 
November  20,  in  celebration  of  his  election  to  the  Town 
Council. 

Daisy  Stanley  Elizabeth  Isaac,  charged,  amongst  other 
things,  with  attempting  to  defraud  Mr.  W.  Thomas,  chemist, 
Willenhall  (see  C.  %  J).,  November  24,  page  833),  has  been 
committed  for  trial. 

A  building  used  by  Messrs.  Cory,  Horace  &  Co.,  chemical- 
colour  manufacturers,  at  60  Tustin  Street,  Old  Kent  Road, 
was  damaged  by  fire  on  November  23.  The  outbreak  is 
attributed  to  the  over-heating  of  a  furnace. 

Frederick  Bawlings,  the  Stockport  "  cancer-cure ''  man, 
appeared  at  Barnsley  on  November  23  to  answer  the  charge 
of  the  manslaughter  of  Ellen  Darnsfield  (C.  D.,  page  833), 
and  was  discharged  after  a  lengthy  hearing. 

At  Taylor's  Drug-stores,  King  Street,  Huddersfield,  on 
November  26,  1,000  sample-jars  of  Virol  were  given  away  to 
holders  of  newspaper-coupons.  There  was  a  great  rush  for 
the  samples,  which  were  quickly  cleared  out. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Patents  Acts,  which  has  been  taking 
evidence  for  some  months  past,  met  on  Wednesday  to  con- 
sider the  draft  report  of  the  chairman,  Sir  Edward  Fry. 

At  the  East  Riding  Petty  Sessions  on  Nov.  21,  Annie 
Dickson,  carrying  on  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  at 
Cottingham,  was  charged  with  selling  6  oz.  of  sweet  nitre 
containing  only  112  per  cent,  of  ethyl  nitrite.  The  case  was 
adjourned. 

It  is  officially  announced  that  on  and  after  this  date 
(December  1)  the  postage  to  be  prepaid  on  letters  from  this 
country  for  the  Orange  River  Colony  and  the  Transvaal  will 
be  Id.  per  §  oz.  It  is  unofficially  reported  that  the  same 
rate  is  to  be  adopted  for  Victoria  in  1901. 

On  November  23  the  business  at  the  St.  Helens  Petty 
Sessional  Court  had  to  wait  twenty  minutes  after  the  proper 
time  before  a  magistrate  could  be  obtained.  Then  Mr. 
Joseph  Beecham  appeared,  and  in  another  fifteen  minutes 
Mr.  H.  Martin  arrived,  neither  of  whom  was  on  the  rota. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  public  analyst  for  Wiltshire,  is  to 
deliver  a  series  of  lectures  in  America,  and  Mr.  James  Nimms 
has  been  appointed  deputy-analyst  by  the  County  Council. — 
The  Kent  County  Council  on  November  21  reappointed 
Dr.  M.  A.  Adams,  of  Maidstone,  as  the  public  analyst  for  the 
county  for  a  year. 

Edith  Skipper  (16)  of  Catford,  took  two  pills  on  Novem- 
ber 19  for  headache,  and  later  swallowed  a  "  Daisy  "  powder. 
She  died  two  days  after,  and  the  stomach  bore  traces  of 
inflammation,  due,  it  was  said,  to  an  irritant  poison,  but  the 
doctor  did  not  think  the  powder  had  caused  death.  An 
analysis  is  to  be  made. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  F.I.C.,  of  Sheffield,  lectured  at  the  Brad- 
ford Technical  College,  on  November  22,  on  "  Reminiscences 
of  a  Consulting  Chemist."  Mr  Allen  compared  the  methods 
and  apparatus  of  the  present  time  with  those  of  years  ago, 
aod  amused  and  interested  his  audience  with  anecdotes 
culled  from  his  experiences.  The  lecture  was  given  under 
•  he  auspices  of  the  Society  of  Dyers  and  Colourists. 


Infantile  Poisoning  Fatalities. 

A  child  named  Alice  Adlam,  aged  18  months,  drank  a 
quantity  of  marking-ink,  a  bottle  of  which  she  had  got  hold 
of,  and  died  next  day. 

Robert  Ford,  aged  4  years,  the  son  of  a  Leigh  collier,  was 
inadvertently  given  camphorated  oil  by  his  mother  in  place 
of  bronchitis-mixture,  and  died  a  few  hours  afterwards. 

At  Coventry,  a  4-months'-old  child,  named  Harry 
Heath,  suffering  from  bronchitis,  malnutrition,  and  asthenia, 
was  given  a  teaspoonful  of  cough-mixture  which  the  mother 
had  purchased  at  a  chemist's  shop.  Eleven  hours  later  the 
child  was  found  dead,  and  Dr.  Brown  stated  that  death  was 
due  to  the  effects  of  the  opiate  contained  in  the  cough- 
mixture.  The  dose,  he  added,  was  not  an  unusual  one,  but 
was  not  advisable  in  such  a  case. 

Another  case  of  infant  mortality  through  injudicious  use 
of  cough-mixture  is  reported  from  Dailaston.  At  the  inquest 
on  November  20,  Mrs.  Ramsbottom,  the  mother,  stated  that 
her  husband  gave  their  infant  child  15  drops  of  cough- 
mixture,  and  a  few  minutes  later  it  died.  A  verdict  of 
death  from  natural  causes,  accelerated  by  an  overdose  of 
cough-mixture,  was  returned. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Bolton  on  November  22,  on  the  body 
of  a  3-year-old  child  named  Heyes,  it  transpired  that  the 
mother  purchased  a  pennyworth  of  teething-syrup  from  a 
woman  named  Proffitt  for  a  younger  child.  The  deceased, 
however,  drank  a  quantity  of  the  syrup,  fell  asleep,  and  did 
not  wake  again.  Mary  Ann  Proffitt,  the  maker  of  the  infants' 
cordial,  stated  that  she  sold  it  for  teething,  bowel-complaints, 
or  coughs.  She  had  made  it  for  over  eighteen  years,  and 
did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  label  it.  She  told  all  her 
customers  how  to  use  it,  the  dose  varying  according  to  the 
age  of  the  child.  The  manufacture  was  a  trade  secret,  but 
she  informed  the  Coroner  that  it  contained  a  small  quantity  of 
opium  and  paregoric.  Dr.  Panton,  who  attended  the  child, 
said  the  mixture  was  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  give  to 
children.  Besides,  the  sale  of  such  a  preparation  was 
absolutely  illegal  except  by  a  registered  chemist,  and  in  such 
a  case  it  would  be  labelled  with  the  name  of  the  article,  the 
word  "  Poison,"  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller.  He 
was  well  aware  that  a  great  deal  of  soothing-mixture  was 
sold  in  the  town  under  different  names,  one  of  which  was 
"  Quietness."  The  Coroner  (Mr.  R.  Taylor)  said  Mrs. 
Proffitt  had  done  wrong  in  selling  the  cordial  without  a 
label,  or  even  by  selling  it  at  all,  as  she  was  not  a  chemist. 
Whether  it  was  advisable  to  prosecute  her  under  the  Phar- 
macy Act  he  did  not  know.  Some  of  the  jurymen  expressed 
the  opinion  that  if  the  bottle  had  been  labelled  the  mother 
would  have  exercised  greater  care,  and  the  Coroner  advised 
Mrs.  Proffitt  to  discontinue  selling  the  cordial  ;  if  not,  she 
would  get  into  trouble.  Though  the  sale  of  such  things 
ought  to  be  stopped  it  could  not  be  prevented  altogether,  as 
most  of  the  patent  medicines  were  made  in  the  same  way. 
Dr.  Panton  explained  that  the  law  allowed  the  mixture  to  be 
sold,  but  it  was  provided  that  it  should  be  sold  exclusively 
by  people  who  understood  such  preparations.  In  the  present 
case  it  was  a  breach  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure. 

Unqualified  Dispensers. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Blackburn  Board  of  Guardians  on 
November  24,  Mr.  Riley,  in  moving  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  medical  officer  at  the  workhouse,  stated  that  the 
death-rate  was  much  higher  than  that  of  the  borough 
generally.  There  were  231  inmates  of  the  workhouse  who, 
he  said,  were  supposed  to  be  sick,  and  he  had  a  great 
objection  to  the  way  in  which  they  dealt  with  them. 
He  had  asked  who  dispensed  the  medicines,  and  he 
found  that  what  he  considered  an  illegal  practice  had 
been  carried  on,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  largely  accounted 
for  the  fact  that  they  were  spending  over  200Z.  a  year  in 
drugs.  The  whole  of  the  medicine  was  dispensed  by  persons 
not  qualified  to  dispense ;  it  was  done  by  the  probationer 
nurses.  He  had  also  found  that  an  individual,  who  was  not 
even  a  probationer  nurse,  had  up  to  a  few  months  ago  the 
key  of  the  surgery,  and  dispensed  a  considerable  amount  of 
the  medicines.  He  was  told  that  she  did  not  now  do  so,  and 
that  the  key  had  been  taken  from  her.  He  asked  why,  but 
neither  the  superintendent  nurse  nor  the  governor  could  tell 
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him.  He  understood  it  was  taken  from  her  by  order  of  the 
doctor,  but  he  did  not  know  why.  It  would  appear,  he  said, 
that  the  number  of  deaths  had  increased  just  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  medicine  dispensed.  It  was  agreed  that 
an  investigation  should  take  place,  and  the  whole  subject 
was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  entire  Board. 

A  Tooth-extraction. 
An  inquiry  was  held  at  Bromley  on  November  23  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  death  of  Joseph  Thomas  Skinner  (51), 
who  died  from  blood-poisoning  following  the  extraction  of  a 
tooth.  The  evidence  showed  that  deceased,  who  had  been 
suffering  from  toothache  for  several  days,  went  into  the 
shop  of  Messrs.  Row  &  Co.,  shipping  chemists,  16  Lower 
Road,  Rotherhithe,  and  had  a  tooth  extracted  by  the  assist- 
ant, Thomas  Allen.  It  was  alleged  that  Allen  had  used  "  a 
pair  of  dirty  black  pincers"  in  the  extraction,  and  blood- 
poisoning  followed,  deceased  dying  on  November  19  in  the 
Bromley  Sick  Asylum.  Dr.  F.  J.  Smith,  of  138  Harley  Street, 
who  made  the  post-mortem,  was  of  opinion  that  the  cause 
of  death  was  blood-poisoning  from  the  wound  in  the  mouth 
caused  by  the  extraction  of  the  tooth,  the  wound,  he  thought, 
being  caused  by  carelessness.  He  was  further  of  opinion 
that  the  poison  was  received  at  the  time  of  the  injury. 
Thomas  Allen,  who  was  cautioned  by  the  Coroner,  said  he 
extracted  the  tooth,  and  the  deceased  expressed  his  satis- 
faction. The  witness  could  not  say  when  the  forceps  were 
last  used,  but  they  were  immersed  in  a  solution  of  carbolic 
acid  before  use,  and  cleansed  in  solution  after.  The  tooth 
was  difficult  to  extract  owing  to  the  fangs  being  so  large. 
The  witness  did  not  know  the  cheek  was  injured,  but  it  did 
occur  sometimes  when  a  tooth  was  broken.  He  (witness) 
held  no  qualification  in  dentistry,  but  had  extracted  teeth  for 
twenty  years.  After  considerable  discussion  the  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict  that  the  deceased  died  from  toxoemia  arising 
from  a  wound  in  the  mouth  caused  by  a  tooth  being  drawn 
by  an  unqualified  practitioner,  and  that  the  death  was  due 
to  misadventure,  but  they  desired  the  Coroner  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  College  of  Dentists  (sic)  to  the  facts  of  the 

Leeds  Notes. 

'■^The  sale  of  the  stock  of  Messrs.  Reinhardt  &  Sons,  Brig- 
gate,  Leeds,  started  on  Monday.  It  was  then  expected  that 
it  would  last  until  the  end  of  the  week.  Fairly  satisfactory 
prices  were  realised.  The  fresh  premises,  in  New  Bond  Street, 
opened  on  Tuesday  under  the  sign  of  "  Reinhardt  &  Sons 
(Limited)."  Mr.  Castelow  is  manager  and  secretary  of  the 
newly  formed  company. 

Inquiries  among  Leeds  chemists  show  that  the  retail  trade 
has  been  but  slightly  affected  by  the  prevailing  epidemics  of 
scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria.  Said  the  representative  of  one 
large  wholesale  and  retail  firm,  "  The  fact  is  outbreaks  of 
this  kind  make  little  or  no  difference  to  us.  Apart  from  the 
fact  that  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  taken  to  the 
hospitals — if  there  is  room  for  them — very  few  doctors  in 
Leeds  care  to  have  their  prescriptions  dispensed  by  chemists 
at  all :  they  do  it  themselves.  In  many  large  towns — 
Liverpool,  for  instance — the  chemists  do  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
pensing. We  in  Leeds  are  not  so  fortunate.  The  chemists 
in  the  Kirkstall  district,  however,  have  been  kept  pretty  busy 
of  late  through  an  outbreak  of  chicken-pox." 

The  Supply  of  Workhouse  Drugs. 

On  November  22  the  Hollingbourne  Board  of  Guardians 
received  a  communication  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
suggesting  that  all  expensive  drugs  and  medicines  should 
be  supplied  by  the  Board  itself  instead  of  by  the  medical 
officer.  It  was  decided  to  reply  that  the  Board  was  very 
careful  in  the  appointment  of  its  officials,  and  had  every 
confidence  in  them. 

The  Warminster  Board  of  Guardians  on  November  20 
discussed  the  charges  made  by  the  medical  officers  for  ex- 
pensive drugs  and  medicines.  The  Clerk  said  in  most  Unions 
a  special  form  of  contract  was  entered  into  between  the 
doctors  and  the  Board,  specifying  what  medicines  were  to 
be  chargeable  and  what  not.  As  no  such  contract  existed 
at  Warminster,  and  the  Government  auditor  might  object 
to  passing  charges  for  certain  drugs,  he  suggested  that  some 
satisfactory  understanding  should  be  arrived  at.  The  Board 
ultimately  decided  to  consult  the  medical  officers  on  the 
subject. 


The  Watford  Guardians  having  been  recommended  to 
provide  a  dispensary  at  the  workhouse,  and  to  supply  the 
necessary  drugs  themselves,  it  was  reported  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Board  on  November  21  that  the  fitting-up  of  the 
dispensary  would  cost  10/.,  and  the  charges  for  drugs  would 
amount  to  about  25/.  per  year.  The  Visiting  Committee 
recommended  that  this  should  be  done  ;  but  the  Chairman 
(the  Rev.  H.  F.  H.  Burchell-Herne)  pointed  out  that  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course  would  be  a  clear  saving  of  25/.  to 
the  medical  officer.  Mr.  W.  Ashby  looked  upon  the  recom- 
mendation as  an  increase  of  the  doctor's  salary,  and 
expressed  the  opinion  that  doubtless  the  drugs  would  be 
better  if  supplied  by  the  Board.  Eventually  the  whole 
matter  was  deferred  until  the  election  of  the  new  Board. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Should  the  poisoniDg-cases  continue  to  increase  as  they 
have  been  doing  lately  in  Birmingham  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
the  Privy  Council  will  seek  for  fresh  powers  in  dealing  with 
the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  poisons. 

Serious  complaints  have  been  made  by  local  aerated-water 
makers  against  chemists  who  supply  poisons  and  evil-smell- 
ing substances  in  their  bottles,  and  it  is  rumoured  that  action 
will  be  taken  in  the  matter  unless  an  abatement  ensues. 

A  new  form  of  advertising  has  been  employed  in  the 
suburbs  of  this  city.  A  lady  dressed  as  a  hospital  nurse  calls 
on  ladies,  and  should  she  manage  to  get  invited  inside  she 
pours  forth  the  virtues  of  medicine  of  American  origin  over 
the  homely  cup  of  tea.  It  is  stated  that  if  only  a  second 
call  were  made  at  some  residences  a  little  later  in  the 
evening  a  less  cordial  welcome  would  follow. 

Window-dressing  for  Christmas  has  started,  and  Bellamy 
Wakefields  have  got  an  elegant  display  of  choice  perfumes 
encased  in  a  labyrinth  of  cotton-wool.  The  other  half  of  the 
window  is  nearly  full  of  cough-lozenges.  Messrs.  Boots  have 
removed  from  their  windows  all  things  pharmaceutical,  and 
given  place  to  an  exhibition  of  wonderfully  low  priced 
stationery,  including  a  huge  6d.  diary  interleaved  with 
blotting-paper. 

At  the  University  Chemical  Society's  meeting  on  Novem- 
ber 26,  Dr.  Farmer  discoursed  on  the  "  Chemistry  of  the 
Sun,"  and  by  means  of  diagrams,  lantern-slides,  and  other 
apparatus  explained  the  chief  points  in  connection  with  the 
subject.  He  gave  a  graphic  account  of  the  spectroscope  and 
the  different  varieties  of  spectra,  and  explained  the  method 
of  ascertaining  the  constituents  of  the  sun,  describing  the 
chromosphere  and  photosphere,  and  the  way  in  which 
photographs  of  the  solar  spectra  were  obtained.  Reference 
was  made  to  the  work  of  Fraunhoffer,  Bunsen,  Kirchoff, 
Lockyer,  Huggins,  Frankland,  and  others,  on  the  subject, 
and  to  the  spectra  of  helium  and  asterium  associated  with 
the  work  of  Professor  Ramsay  and  Lord  Rayleigh  and  Sir 
W.  Crookes.  He  showed  how  wave-lengths  were  measured, 
and  demonstrated  absorption  and  continuous  spectra. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Besides  the  astonishing  epidemic  of  infantile  fatalities  re- 
ported during  the  past  few  days,  there  have  been  ten  fatal 
poisoning  cases  reported.  In  three  of  these  carbolic  acid  was 
the  agent  employed,  morphia,  chloroform,  laudanum,  and 
oxalic  acid  being  the  other  scheduled  poisons  used.  The 
only  unscheduled  poison  was  spirit  of  salt,  which  was  taken 
by  a  suicide  at  Derby. 


3riab  1Rew>0. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  intereting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Analysis  Disputed. 

Messrs.  Boileau  &.  Boyd,  chemists  and  druggists,  Dublin, 
have  written  to  the  Armagh  Boaid  of  Guardians  to  the  effect 
that  Sir  Charles  Cameron  must  have  made  a  mistake  in 
returning  a  sample  of  their  tincture  of  rhubarb  as  defective, 
and  ask  that  the  matter  be  inquired  into.  The  analyst  has 
been  asked  by  the  Guardians  for  his  observations. 
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Lymph.  Circulation. 

A  note  on  the  "Lymph  Circulation,"  which  Professor  J.  S. 
Ashe,  M.P.S.I.,  read  before  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine 
in  Ireland  in  Jane,  has  been  printed  in  pamphlet  form.  Mr. 
Ashe  demonstrates  by  a  schema  that,  besides  the  numerous 
causes  of  lymph  circulation,  the  distention  of  the  aorta 
which  takes  place  at  each  contraction  of  the  heart  must 
have  a  considerable  influence  in  forcing  the  lymph  onwards 
through  the  receptacuZuin  chyli  and  the  thoracic  duct, 
owing  to  the  close  anatomical  relation  which  exists  between 
these  latter  structures  and  the  aorta. 

A  Petroleum-contract. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  Dublin,  on  November  22, 
the  case  of  Hugh  Moore  &  Alexander  (Limited),  chemists 
and  druggists,  The  Linen  Hall,  against  Messrs.  Bessler, 
Wacchter  &  Co.,  came  on  for  hearing.  The  action  arose  in 
reference  to  the  alleged  non-delivery  of  504  barrels  of  oil 
which  the  plaintiffs  had  purchased  from  the  defendants 
under  a  contract  whereby  the  plaintiffs  were  to  take  from 
the  defendants  10,000  to  15,000  barrels  of  oil  between  April, 
1899,  and  March,  1900.  The  entire  quantity  had  been 
delivered  before  the  end  of  March,  1900,  with  the  exception 
of  504  barrels,  which  the  defendants  did  not  deliver  on  the 
ground  that  the  outstanding  number  did  not  constitute  a 
complete  cargo  within  the  meaning  of  the  contract,  and 
they  submitted  that  the  contract  on  their  part  was  abso- 
lutely completed.  The  plaintiffs  thereupon  brought  an 
action  for  damages  for  non-delivery.  The  Court  made  an 
order  staying  all  further  proceedings1,  and  referred  the 
matter  in  dispute  to  arbitration,  costs  of  the  motion  to  be 
the  costs  of  the  negotiations. 


Scotcb  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Change. 

Mr.  J.  Fernie,  ciemist,  Newport-on-Tay,  has  opened  a 
branch  in  Tayport. 

Branching  Out. 

Mr.  James  Jack,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  High  Street, 
Arbroath,  has  purchased  the  aerated-water  manufacturing- 
business  carried  on  in  Millgate,  Arbroath,  by  Mr.  Edward 
Dorward. 

The  Primrose  Mortar. 

The  members  of  the  Edinburgh  Town  Council  were  enter- 
tained at  Dalmeny  on  November  26  by  Lord  Rosebery. 
After  luncheon  his  Lordship  showed  the  party  over 
Barabougle  Castle,  where  he  called  the  special  attention  of 
the  visitors  to  the  ancient  mortar,  the  property  of  his 
chirurgeon-ancestor,  which  was  illustrated  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  last  year. 

Progress  in  Medicine. 

Lecturing  in  a  Glasgow  church  last  Sunday  on  "Progress 
in  Medicine  during  the  Nineteenth  Century,"  Professor  Ralph 
Stockman  said  one  could  not  help  the  reflection  that  more 
might  have  been  done  in  past  centuries  had  medical  men 
been  trained  less  in  philosophy  and  metaphysics,  and  more 
in  observation  and  experiment  in  the  matter  of  disease. 
Possibly  the  teaching  of  medicine  is  still  too  much  devoted 
to  theory  and  too  little  to  practice.  The  hospitals,  as  a 
means  of  training  medical  men,  are  a  product  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  The  rest  of  the  lecture  was  devoted  to 
medical  discoveries  of  the  century  and  the  men  associated 
with  them.  Most  of  these,  he  said,  have  arisen  from  great 
hospitals  and  medical  schools,  and  it  is  rare  that  the  private 
practitioner  has  contributed  to  these  discoveries. 

Appreciative. 

A  correspondent  informs  us  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  finds  the 
Dundee  and  District  Chemists'  Association  in  a  better 
organised  state  than  some  who  have  gone  the  same  pro- 
vincial tour.    His  P.A.T.A.  propaganda  was  at  first  rather  | 


coldly  received,  but  now  it  would  seem  that  his  programme 
meets  with  much  heartier  interest  and  approval  from  the 
rank-and-file  than  the  flightier  schemes  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  itself. 

Pharmacy  is  Business. 

The  Aberdeen  Chemists'  Assistants' and  Apprentices'  Asso- 
ciation had  on  Monday  a  plain  common-sense  talk  from  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  on  the  business  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  and 
chemist  and  druggist  from  the  apprentice's  point  of  view. 
That  view  is  generally  the  reflection  of  the  studies  which 
young  pharmacists  have  to  go  through,  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
showed  them  the  other  side — the  real  side  which  the  hard 
facts  of  business  and  competition  bring  to  the  surface.  He- 
strongly  recommended  his  hearers  to  give  very  close  atten- 
tion to  business  and  business  methods. 

Strachan  v.  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
A  fund  has  been  opened,  with  Mr.  Glass,  35  George  Street, 
Edinburgh,  as  treasurer,  to  meet  the  legal  expenses  of  the 
plaintiff  in  this  case.  He  is  an  assistant,  and  it  is  considered 
that  the  general  interest  taken  in  the  principle  involved  in 
the  action  warrants  an  appeal  to  those  who  sympathise  with 
the  plaintiff's  view.  These  are,  chiefly,  those  who  signed  the 
petition  to  the  Privy  Council,  but  subscriptions  from  others 
will  be  welcomed,  and  should  be  ssnt  to  Mr.  Glass. 

A  Toilet  Trade-mark. 

In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  November  27,  the 
record  was  closed  in  an  action  by  Richard  Jones,  22  Comely 
Bank  Avenue,  Edinburgh,  against  the  Royal  Hotel,  Edin- 
burgh Company  (Limited),  carrying  on  business  as  hair  and 
toilet  specialists  at  54  Princes  Street,  to  have  the  defenders 
interdicted  from  infringing  the  pursuer's  trade-mark  of 
"  Layora,"  said  to  have  been  duly  registered  for  perfumery, 
preparations  for  the  teeth  and  hair,  and  perfumed  soap. 
The  pursuer  also  claims  500/.  damages.  The  pursuer  says 
he  registered  the  word  "  Layora  "  in  April,  1898.  Two 
months  after  he  was  employed  by  the  defenders  as  manager, 
and  he  continued  to  occupy  that  position  till  August  31 
last,  when  he  was  dismissed.  Afterwards  he  learned  that 
the  defenders  were,  without  his  authority  or  consent,  using 
the  trade-mark  of  "  Layora,"  and  were  selling  preparations 
bearing  that  mark.  The  defenders  state  that  the  pursuer, 
while  in  their  service,  used  the  name  "Layora"  in  connec- 
tion with  a  number  of  toilet-articles,  but  never  mentioned 
that  he  had  registered  it  until  after  his  dismissal.  They  say- 
that  they  at  once  discontinued  the  use  of  the  name,  and  den} 
that  the  pursuer  has  suffered  damage. 


tfrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Pharmacy  Students  and  the  Army. — As  a  result  of 
the  recent  petition  made  by  the  Association  of  Pharmacy 
Students  to  the  Minister  of  War,  it  is  announced  that  the- 
Minister  has  decided  to  allow  pharmacy  students,  when 
going  up  for  their  obligatory  term  of  military  service,  to 
choose,  as  far  as  possible,  between  serving  in  the  military 
hospitals  or  in  the  fighting  line.  In  the  former  case  they 
would  be  able  to  reach  the  position  of  assistant-pharmacist- 
major  of  the  reserve,  and  in  the  latter  the  rank  of  officer  of 
the  reserve.  At  the  present  time  they  are  entered  as  soldiers 
of  the  second  class,  and  cannot  aspire  to  a  higher  grade,  so 
that  when  the  War  Office  decree  comes  out  the  students  will 
find  a  distinct  improvement  in  their  status  for  army 
service. 

"  King  Kruger  the  First  reigned  in  Paris  four  days  " 
may,  perhaps,  be  written  by  some  future  historian,  and  he 
would  not  be  very  far  out,  but  it  was  an  "  irony  of  fate,"  as- 
a  foreign  diplomatist  expressed  it  to  me  last  Monday,  that 
the  suite  of  rooms  he  occupied  in  an  hotel  here  during  the 
early  pait  of  this  week  should  have  its  windows  overlooking 
the  Paris  office  of  the  Times  on  one  side  and  the  stores 
known  as  "  Old  England  "  on  the  other.  In  fact,  outside 
the  latter  shop  a  showcase  containing  English  toilet-soap 
and  perfumery  confronted  the  ex-President  whenever  he 
went  in  and  out  of  the  hotel.    Maybe  it  was  some  stealthy 
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purchases  of  Pears's  soap  or  the  fashionable  "Fainora''  that 
gave  him  that  somewhat  sleek  appearance  the  Parisians 
found  so  disappointing.  We  pharmacists  have  had  some 
quiet  amusement  out  of  Oom  Paul's  visit.  I  happened  to 
call  at  a  well-known  firm  of  manufacturing  chemists'  last 
Saturday  in  the  Avenue  Victoria,  and  found  the  staff  amused 
by  a  change  some  wag  had  made  in  the  name  of  that 
thoroughfare  to  "  Avenue  Kruger."  The  Parisians  are  very 
often  witty,  but  rarely  offensive,  so  that  I  was  surprised  to 
hear  that  some  youths  standing  outside  a  well-known  English 
perfumery-shop  on  the  Boulevards  alternated  the  cry  of 
"  Vive  Kruger  !  "  with  the  application  of  their  extended 
fingers  to  their  noses.  The  occurrence  was  of  short  duration, 
and  the  peace  of  Europe  is  not  yet  disturbed  thereby. 

The  Revolver. — That  irascible  pharmacist  M.  Bardin.of 
Saint-Maur,  was  sentenced  by  the  Tenth  Correctional 
Chamber,  Paris,  a  few  days  ago.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
early  this  year,  on  judgment  having  been  given  against  him  in 
a  case  in  which  he  was  plaintiff,  he  drew  a  revolver  and  fired 
deliberately  at  the  Judge,  luckily  without  hitting  him. 
When  brought  up  later  and  charged  with  creating  a  dis- 
turbance in  court,  the  Public  Prosecutor  said,  "  We  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  it  was  not  M.  Bardin's  intention 
to  murder  the  Judge,  and  he  is  charged  merely  with  unlaw- 
fully firing  a  revolver  in  court  to  the  public  danger."  This 
way  of  looking  at  the  matter  did  not  suit  the  pharmacist  a 
bit,  and  with  many  gesticulations  and  angry  protestations 
he  declared  by  everything  he  held  most  sacred  that  his 
earnest  intention  had  been  to  hit  the  Judge  who  gave  a 
verdict  against  him  in  his  lawsuit.  "The  case  was  entirely 
in  my  favour,  and  the  verdict  was  a  miscarriage  of  justice,"' 
he  shouted.  The  Court  deliberated  on  this  unusual  state  of 
things,  and  finally  deferred  judgment.  M.  Bardin  was 
therefore  remanded,  and  after  eight  months  of  "  preventive 
emprisonment,"  as  the  French  term  it,  he  was  brought  up 
again  for  sentence.  He  was  less  combative  after  his  forced 
seclusion,  and  accepted  the  finding  of  the  Court.  "  It  was 
not  my  intention  to  kill,  at  least  you  tell  me  so,  and  I  must 
of  necessity  believe  it  to  be  the  truth,"  was  the  substance  of 
his  remarks.  "  Very  good  ;  fifteen  months,"  said  the  Court 
with  business-like  alacrity,  and  the  pharmacist  returned  to 
durance  vile,  but  as  his  preventive  eight  months  will  be 
deducted  from  the  fifteen  he  may  be  released  conditionally 
in  a  short  time. — A  case  different  from  this  was  brought 
forcibly  to  my  notice  in  M.  Lafay's  pharmacy  at  the  corner 
of  the  rue  de  Provence  and  the  Chaussee  d'Antin.  A  lady, 
young  and  of  prepossessing  appearance,  was  brought  in  by  a 
couple  of  men.  "  Shot  in  the  back  by  her  husband  "  was  the 
brief  explanation  they  gave,  and  the  pharmacist  instructed 
them  to  carry  her  into  the  laboratory  behind  his  officine. 
M.  Lafay  is  a  doctor  of  medicine,  and  was  thus  competent  to 
render  all  possible  aid,  but  to  no  avail,  for  his  patient 
expired  shortly  afterwards.  In  this  case  the  husband  insists 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  kill. 


Soutb  Hfrican  Bewe. 

(From  our  Cape  Town  Correspondent.) 


South  African  Pharmaceutical  Society. — At  a  recent 
meeting  of  this  Society  Mr.  G.  E.  Cook,  Kingwilliam's  Town, 
was  elected  President,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Doble  Hon.  Secretary. 
The  C.  Sj  -D.  was  readopted  as  the  "  official  organ." 

Kimberley  Prepared  Again.  —  A  correspondent  at 
Kimberley  reports  that  business  is  keeping  up  well,  but  there 
is  little  or  no  country  trade  at  present.  The  Boers  are  still 
hovering  around  doing  all  possible  mischief,  but  the  defences 
are  now  equal  to  any  attack  they  can  make. 

Had  to  Dry  the  C.  %  D.  — A  mail-bag,  ex  s.s.  Moor, 
which  arrived  in  Table  Bay  on  October  24,  fell  overboard, 
and  the  contents  on  recovery  had  to  be  sent  in  to  the  "letter 
hospital."  The  bag  unfortunately  contained  C.  D.'s,  and 
subscribers  had  to  wait  a  few  days  before  the  journal  was 
ready  for  delivery. 

Worries. — The  police  have  just  concluded  a  regular  raid 
on  chemists,  so  far  with  only  two  results,  reported  in  our  last 


issue.  Gregory's  powder,  seidlitz,  and  effervescing  phos- 
phate of  soda  have  all  been  sampled  by  the  authorities. 
Another  matter  which  is  worrying  not  a  few  Cape  chemists 
just  now  is  "  Condy's  crystals." 

Petroleum  in  Rhodesia. — The  report  circulated  some 
months  ago  to  the  effect  that  petroleum  oil  had  been  dis- 
covered in  Southern  Rhodesia  is  a  canard.  The  Com- 
missioner of  Mines,  Salisbury,  states,  that  he  knows  nothing 
of  the  matter.  There  is  little  doubt  that  rock  oil  exists  in 
many  parts  of  South  Africa,  but  the  oil  is  of  no  com- 
mercial use,  and  contains  very  small  quantities  of  paraffin. 

Spirit  Dearer.— An  almost  unaccountable  rise  in  Cape 
spirit  has  taken  place,  quotations  now  ruling  fully  100  per 
cent,  over  those  of  a  few  months  ago.  Northern  merchant- 
have  purchased  brandy,  fee,  freely,  with  a  view  no  doubt  to 
placing  it  in  the  new  territories  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Their  action  started  the  prices  upwards,  and  the 
frosts  recently  exptrienced  in  the  wine-districts  brought 
figures  to  their  present  level.  No  advance  has  as  jet  been 
made  by  the  drug-trade  in  their  products  which  contain 
spirit,  but  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  such  an  event  will 
have  effect  at  no  distant  date. 


Colonial  ano  iforeian  1Rews, 


Export-duties  in  Venezuela. — A  duty  of  10c.  per  kilo, 
has  been  imposed  on  balsam  copaiba  expoited  from 
Venezuela,  also  one  of  7c.  on  indigo,  cinchona,  &c. 

Brazilian  Consular  Invoices. — According  to  an  Order 
of  the  Brazilian  Government,  all  invoices  for  goods  shipped 
to  Brazil  will,  from  December  9  next,  have  to  be  certified  by  a 
Brazilian  Consul  residing  in  the  town  or  province  (county) 
of  the  sender  of  the  goods. 

A  Nitrate  Feud. — The  feud,  which  has  resulted  in 
such  costly  litigation  between  the  Lagunas  Nitrate  Company 
and  the  Lagunas  Syndicate,  is  now  at  an  end,  and  under 
the  terms  of  settlement  the  company  is  to  have  transferred 
to  it  {inter  alia)  the  whole  of  the  syndicate's  stock  of  iodine, 
valued  at  between  40,000Z.  and  50.C00Z. 

The  New  Territory  at  Hong-Kong. — Sir  Henry  Blake 
has  sent  home  a  report  on  our  recently  acquired  territory  at 
Hocg-Kong,  which  shows  that  it  is  still  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture as  to  what  extent  the  new  possession  can  be 
developed.  Much  depends  on  the  possibility  of  producing 
succulent  grasses  or  trees  of  commercial  value  on  the  hill- 
slopes,  anel  experiments  are  to  be  made  with  camphor- 
growicg.  Kaolin  of  good  quality  has  been  found,  but  no 
systematic  examination  of  the  territory  for  minerals  has  yet 
been  made.  Dr.  Ho  Nai-hoh,  a  licentiate  of  the  College  of 
Medicine  for  Chinese  in  Hong-Kong,  has  been  appointed 
resident  medical  officer,  and  as  malarial  fever  is  prevalent  in 
the  new  territory,  special  prominence  is  being  given  to  the 
use  of  quinine  in  small  daily  doses. 

The  Tarrant  Explosion  is  still  the  topic  of  conversation 
among  wholesale  druggists  in  New  York,  judging  from  the 
pages  of  our  American  contemporaries,  and  one  of  them — 
the  American  Drvggist — devotes  a  special  two-page  article  to 
the  subject,  in  which  is  discussed  the  storage  of  explosives  and 
the  views  of  insurance-companies  and  drug-jobbers  generally. 
The  exact  cause  of  the  explosion  is  still  a  mystery,  and  likely 
to  remain  so.  It  now  transpires  that  the  Tarrant  building  was 
used  by  New  York  wholesale  druggists  for  storing  chemicals, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  one  leading  house  had 
forty-five  kegs  of  chlorate  of  potash  on  the  premises.  As  a 
result  of  this  explosion  it  is  not  unlikely  that  measures  will 
be  taken  to  keep  the  storage  of  explosives  on  such  a  large 
scale  outside  the  city  limits  ;  but,  so  far  as  bond-fide  drug- 
houses  are  concerned,  the  bulk  of  them  assert  that  their 
business  does  not  constitute  a  menace  to  the  surrounaing 
buildings,  and  that  for  their  own  safety  they  stock  fewer  ex- 
plosives than  their  permit  allows.  There  is  likely  to  be  an 
investigation  into  the  disaster  by  the  N.W.D.A.,  the  members 
of  which  intend  to  try  and  disabuse  the  minds  of  the  fire- 
underwriters  and  public  of  the  fact  that  their  business  is 
dangerous. 
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H>eatbs. 


Boulton — On  November  25,  Sophia  Louisa  Boulton,  the 
beloved  wife  of  Mr.  S.  B.  Boulton  (Messrs.  Burt,  Boulton  & 
Haywood,  Limited),  of  Copped  Hall,  Totteridge,  Hertford- 
shire.   Aged  63. 

Day. — At  Sefton  Park,  Liverpool,  on  November  21,  Mr. 
John  Robert  Day,  chemist  and  druggist  The  late  Mr.  Day 
was  a  well-known  Liverpool  pharmacist.  His  principal 
establishment  was  in  Lodge  Lane,  but  he  had  several 
branches  in  the  suburbs.  At  the  funeral  on  November  23 
Mr.  A.  S.  Buck  (President)  represented  the  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Association,  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs. 
J.  J.  Nicholson  (J.  Thompson,  Limited),  W.  H.  Kirkbride, 
J.  J.  Smith,  T.  Brennard,  J.  Smith,  A.  S.  Smith,  W.  D.  Arcy, 
W.  Malpas,  A.  Fraser,  T.  H.  Dod  (Clay,  Dod  &  Co.),  S.  D. 
Pickering  and  F.  Chabet  (managers  for  Mr.  Day),  A.  Caith- 
ness and  C.  Jones  (employes).  A  large  number  of  Freemasons 
were  likewise  present,  Mr.  Day  having  been  a  Past  Master 
of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  1,094. 

GRANVILLE.— On  November  23,  at  7  Queen  Anne  Street, 
Cavendish  Square,  J.  Mortimer  Granville,  M.D.  Aged  67 
Dr.  Granville  had  for  some  years  occupied  a  conspicuous 
position  as  a  London  physician,  and  was  a  urinary  and  gout 
specialist.  Some  years  ago  he  introduced  a  method  of  treating 
certain  forms  of  neuralgia  by  rapid  percussion,  for  the 
performance  of  which  he  invented  some  ingenious  instruments. 
The  deceased  gentleman  evinced  rather  more  than  the 
average  interest  in  pharmaceutical  matters,  and  was  for  a 
considerable  period  sub-editor  of  the  Lancet.  He  was  also 
the  inventor  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  concentric  coated 
pill — j.f^  a  pill  made  up  by  separate  layers. 

Griffiths. — Dr.  E.  T.  Griffiths,  J.P.,  died  at  his  residence 
at  Washwood  Heath,  Birmingham,  on  Tuesday.  Aged 
77  years.  At  one  time  the  doctor  had  a  chemist's  business 
in  Digbeth. 

Johnston. — Mr  John  Lawson  Johnston,  the  inventor  of 
Bovril,  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Bovril 
(Limited),  died  at  Cannes  on  Saturday  last,  November  24,  on 
board  his  yacht  the  White  Ladye.  Mr.  Johnston  had  not 
been  in  robust  health  for  some  years  back,  and]  had  to  be 
particularly  careful  during  the  winter  months,  when  he  had 
bronchial  trouble,  but  the  immediate  cause  of  death  was 
syncope.  Although  he  has  died  a  rich  man,  Mr.  Johnston 
had  had  more  than  his  share  of  the  hard  knocks  that  come 
with  the  struggle  for  fortune.  He  was  born  at  Roslin,  Mid- 
lothian, in  1839,  but  when  he  was  a  child  his  parents 
removed  to  Edinburgh.    He  was  in  the*  victualling  business 

in  Edinburgh  in 
the  sixties,  getting 
for  himself  what 
culture  his  spare 
time  would  allow, 
and  physiology 
was  amongst  the 
subjects  which  he 
studied,  the  result 
i  being  that  the 
composition  and 
utility  of  food- 
stuffs became  his 
hobby.  He  had 
immediate  reward 
for  his  diligence  in 
an  appointment  by 
the  Government  of 
France to  go  out  to 
Canada,  after  the 
Franco  -  German 

war,  to  supervise  at  Montreal  the  selection  and  preparation  of 
foodstuffs  for  the  French  Army,  stores  for  three  years  being 
required.  This  was  in  1874.  He  remained  in  Canada  ten 
years,  and  during  that  time  conceived  the  idea  of  his  "fluid 
beef,"  which  was  essentially  extract  of  beef  to  which  had 
been  restored  the  nutritive  albumenoids  that  are  removed 
in  the  process  of  making  the  extract.    This  fluid  beef  was 


introduced  into  this  country  about  1878,  atd  it  almost  at 
once  began  to  be  appreciated  by  medical  men.  It  was  put 
up  in  tins  hermetically  sealed,  and  was  of  the  consistency  of 
a  thin  syrup.  The  packing  was  against  the  article,  un- 
doubtedly, and  Mr.  Johnston  was  one  of  the  first  to  recog- 
nise that.  With  headquarters  at  Montreal,  he  had  a  branch 
office  in  Edinburgh,  and  steadily  pushed  the  business.  He 
got  a  splendid  fillip  to  it  through  the  happy  idea  of  supplying 
a  cup  of  the  fluid  beef  prepared  hot  and  spicy  to  each  of 
the  visitors  in  the  Ice  Palace  at  the  Montreal  ice  carnival. 
The  circumstances  that  led  up  to  this  happy  idea  and  the 
gradual  evolution  of  Bovril  were  fully  given  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  July  25, 1896  Mr.  Johnston,  having 
returned  to  this  country,  made  London  his  headquarters, 
the  business  being  carried  on  as  the  Johnston  Fluid-beef 
Company,  of  Montreal  and  London.  In  August,  1885,  in 
course  of  conversation  with  Mr.  Johnston,  he  unfolded  to  the 
writer  the  idea  of  starting  Bovril.  At  that  time  the  Colonial 
and  Indian  Exhibition  was  open  at  South  Kensington,  and 
he  was  repeating  there  the  experiment  that  he  had  made  at 
Montreal,  and,  in  spite  of  the  hot  weather,  found  that  people 
took  kindly  to  the  stimulated  and  nourishing  beef -cup.  He 
told  the  writer  that  his  idea  was  to  give  the  public  a  drink 
as  stimulating  as  alcohol,  as  sustaining  as  a  chop,  and  as 
harmless  as  a  cup  of  coffee  without  its  "waking"  effect. 
He  wanted  a  name,  and  thought  of  Bovril,  meaning  "  beef 
force,"  and  derived  from  bos  and  vril,  the  latter  then 
immortalised  by  Marie  Corelli  He  hoped  that  wherever 
there  were  refreshment  bars  Bovril  would  be  obtainable  in 
the  little  cups  which  were  a  modification  of  American  soda- 
water  tumblers,  and  with  Messrs.  Spiers  &  Pond  to  start  it 
he  thought  it  would  "  go."  He  worked  at  this  idea  quietly 
for  some  months,  giving  special  attention  to  the  consistency 
of  the  article  and  its  flavour,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  to  be  put  on  the  market.  To  the  Bovril  bottle  he  gave 
a  great  deal  of  thought ;  but  at  last  he  had  everything  ready, 
and  it  no  sooner  came  on  the  market  than  it  caught  on.  In 
1889  the  Bovril  Company  (Limited)  was  formed,  with  a 
capital  of  150,000/.,  to  purchase  the  business,  Mr.  Johnston 
getting  25,000/.  in  cash  and  50,000/.  in  shares  for  it.  Up  to 
1893  the  company  did  well,  paying  8  per  cent.,  but  in  the 
two  years  following  20  per  cent,  was  paid,  and  in  October, 
1896,  Mr.  E.  T.  Hooley  stepped  in  and  bought  it  up  for 
2,000,000/.,  reissuing  stock  in  the  present  company  to  the 
extent  of  2,500,000/.  Mr.  Johnston  was  exceedingly  fortu- 
nate in  having  associated  with  him  early  in  the  career  of 
Bovril  such  men  as  the  late  Lord  Playfair  and  Dr. 
Farquharson,  M.P.,  but  the  progress  of  the  company  was  due 
to  his  own  efforts.  He  showed  extraordinary  ability  in 
gauging  the  tastes  of  the  public  (especially  in  regard  to 
advertising),  and  in  selecting  his  lieutenants.  From  the 
beginning  in  London  he  had  associated  with  him  Mr.  Walker, 
an  old  friend  and  trusted  counsellor,  and  it  is  largely  due  to 
the  working  of  the  staff  under  Mr.  Walker  at  Farringdon 
Street  and  Old  Street  that  the  business  has  during  the  past 
two  or  three  years  paid  good  dividends  in  spite  of  its  enor- 
mous capital.  Mr.  Johnston  retained  his  position  as 
managing  director  up  to  his  death,  having  resumed  the  chair 
when  Lord  Playfair  died.  He  was  married  very  happily, 
and  had  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  with  their 
mother  survive  him.  Enormous  business  ventures  such  as 
Bovril,  and  success  like  Mr.  Johnston's,  frequently  warp  the 
sympathies,  but  those  who  knew  Mr.  Johnston  as  a  friend 
speak  of  him  as  one  of  the  warmest-hearted  and  most  hospit- 
bale  of  men.  His  two  eldest  sons  have  for  some  time  taken 
an  active  part  in  Bovril  (Limited),  Mr.  George  Lawson 
Johnston  being  for  some  years  an  executive  director  of  the 
company  and  a  valuable  colleague  of  Mr.  Walker,  the 
managing  director  of  the  company.  One  of  Mr.  Johnston's 
last  public  acts  was  the  organisation  of  the  War  Employment 
Bureau,  the  entire  expenses  of  which  were  defrayed  by  him. 
Mr.  Johnston  held  the  Royal  Humane  Society's  gold  medal 
for  saving  life  on  several  occasions.  He  was  well  known  in 
political  circles  as  an  ardent  Liberal.  On  more  than  one 
occasion  he  was  invited  to  stand  for  Parliament,  but  the 
state  of  his  health  did  not  permit  him  venturing  into  that 
sphere  of  activity. 

MACKIE. — At  Glasgow,  on  November  22,  John  Fawcett, 
second  son  of  Mr.  George  Mackie,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Renfield  Street.    Aged  7. 
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personalities. 


The  Queen  has  accepted  the  dedication  of  Mr.  G. 
Claridge  Druce's  work  on  "  The  Flora  of  Buckinghamshire.^ 

Mr.  Williami  Wyatt,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Lancaster, 
has  been  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Microscopical  Society. 

Amongst  those  recommended  for  inclusion  in  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Hertford  is  Mr. 
Thomas  Matthews,  Man  of  Ross  Pharmacy,  Ross. 

The  late  Mr.  Thomas  Leicester,  who  for  many  years 
carried  on  a  successful  wholesale  and  retail  chemist's  business 
at  Burslem,  has  left  5007.  to  the  North  Stafford  Infirmary. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  White,  the  well-known  representative 
in  India  of  several  leading  firms  connected  with  the  drug- 
trade,  has  returned  to  Bombay  this  week  by  the  Caledonia, 
vid  Brindisi. 

Mr.  Thomas  Reade,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  Wolverhampton  School  Board.  He 
was  one  of  the  "  Progressive  Four "  all  of  whom  were 
successful  at  the  poll. 

Professor  Bayley  Balfour's  successor  as  examiner  in 
botany  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Board  of  Examiners  for 
Scotland  is  that  distinguished  practical  botanist,  Frederick 
Orpen  Bower.  Sc  D.  (Camb.),  F  R  S.,  regius  professor  of 

botany  in  the 
Glasgow  Univer- 
sity, a  post  to 
which  he  suc- 
ceeded in  1885, 
when  Professor 
Bayley  Balfour 
vacated  it  for  a 
chair  in  Oxford. 
Professor  Bower 
was  born  at  Ripon 
in  1855,  and  after 
being  educated 
at  Repton  went 
to  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Cambridge, 
where  he  did 
excellent  work, 
and  in  due  course 
graduated.  His 
"  Course  of  Prac- 
tical Instruction  in 
Botany  "  has  made 
his  name  familiar 
to  all  British  stu- 
dents of  botany. 
Examiners  will 
find  him  thorough, 

but  kindly.  It  is  a  noteworthy^fact  in  connection  with  the 
present  Scotch  Board  that  neither  of  the  professorial 
examiners  is  a  Scotchman.  Professor  Bower  has  a  reputa- 
tion for  sympathetic  manner  in  the  examination-room  which 
should  make  him  [a  favourite  with  all  classes  of  pharma- 
ceutical students. 

Mr.  .henry  White,  wholesale  druggist,  Wakefield,  who 
is  chairman  of  the  Yorkshire  Federation  of  Commercial 
Travellers,  was  a  speaker  at  the  first  annual  dinner  of  the 
Doncaster  Commercial  Travellers'  Association  on  Novem- 
ber 24. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Gloucestershire  (Earl 
Jucie)  has  recommended  Mr.  James  Horlick,  Cowley  Manor, 
near  Cheltenham  (the  principal  proprietor  of  "  Horlick's 
Malted  Milk  ")  to  be  placed  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  of  Gloucester. 

A  marriage  has  been  arranged  between  Mr.  Thomas 
Beecham,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Joseph  Beecham,  of  Huyton, 
near  Liverpool,  and  grandson  of  Mr.  Thomas  Beecham,  nf 
Southport,  Lancashire,  and  Miss  Utica  C.  Welles,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Charles  Stuart  Welles,  M.D.,  of  9  Roland  Gardens, 
London,  and  of  New  York. 


Professor  F.  O.  I  ^yek. 


We  hear  that  Mr.  S.  F.  Goss  has  resigned  his  position  as 
general  manager  of  the  pharmacies  of  S.  F.  Goss  (Limited), 
in  the  West- end  of  London.  We  heard  some  time  ago  that 
Mr.  Goss  was  endeavouring  to  purchase  a  governing-share  in 
the  company's  stock,  and  presume  from  his  retirement  that 
he  has  not  succeeded  in  this  endeavour. 

H.R.H.  the  Grand  Duke  of  Hesse  has  conferred  upon 
Dr.  Louis  Merck,  of  the  well-known  Darmstadt  chemical  firm, 
the  distinction  of  "  Geheimer  Commerzienrat  "  in  recognition 
of  his  great  services  to  the  cause  of  chemical  industry  in 
Germany.  The  distinction  of  "  Medicinalrat  "  has  likewise 
been  conferred  upon  Dr.  E.  A.  Merck  for  his  services  in 
connection  with  the  chemical  exhibit  at  the  Paris  Exhibition. 

Mr.  C.  G.  Moor,  the  Exeter  City  analyst,  has  been  offered 
an  appointment  abroad  as  chief  chemist  to  a  large  and 
important  company,  the  first  engagement  being  for  fifteen 
months'  absence  from  England.  Having  himself  provided  a 
complete  modern  outfit  of  apparatus  and  chemicals  at  Exeter, 
at  a  cost  of  nearly  his  first  year's  salary,  Mr.  Moor  has 
asked  the  Exeter  City  Council  to  consider  the  appointment 
of  his  partner,  Mr.  Martin  Priest,  A.I. C,  F.C.S.,  as  additional 
analyst.  The  Council  at  their  meeting  on  Wednesday 
(November  28)  referred  the  matter  to  a  sub-committee  for 
consideration  and  repoit 


Business  Changes. 


Notices  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  properly  authenticated, 


Boots  (Limited)  have  opened  a  branch  at  6  High  Street, 
Grantham. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Short  is  about  to  open  a  pharmacy  at  44  Crown 
Road,  St.  Margaret's,  Middlesex. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Hooton,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Brid- 
lington, has  commenced  business  at  186  Spring  Bank,  Hull. 

Mr.  F.  P.  Pembleton,  chemist  and  druggist,  67  London 
Road,  Derby,  has  opened  a  branch  at  36  Corn  Market,  Derby. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Kilner,  F.C.S.,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Bristol, 
will  open  a  new  pharmacy  at  228  Roundhay  Road,  Leeds, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

Messrs.  John  Gosnell  &  Co.  (Limited),  manufacturing 
perfumers,  have  removed  from  93  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.C., 
to  213-215  Blackfriars  Road,  S.E. 

After  Extensive  Alterations,  Messrs.  Hitchman  & 
Son  have  reopened  their  premises  in  Gold  Street,  Kettering. 
The  pharmacy  has  been  handsomely  fitted  by  Messrs.  Maw, 
Son  &  Thompson,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C. 

Mexican  Drug  and  Chemical  Imports. — Great  Britain 
is  the  principal  exporter  to  Mexico  of  arsenic,  carbonate  of 
soda,  cyanides,  chlorates  of  potash  and  soda,  chloroform, 
chloride  of  lime,  zinc  and  phosphorus,  permanganate  of 
potash,  caustic  soda,  and  sulphate  of  soda.  The  United 
States  send  principally  hydrochloric,  phenic,  and  sulphuric 
acids,  spirits  of  wine,  methylated  spirits,  antiseptic  cottons, 
sugar  of  milk,  pitch,  collodion,  chloride  of  gold,  creolin, 
calcium  carbide,  sulphates  of  copper,  iron,  ammonia,  lime 
and  soda,  ether,  gums,  medicated  soaps,  and  nitrate  of  silver. 
Germany  is  the  chief  exporter  of  aniline  and  salts, 
acetates  of  aluminium,  ammonia,  lime,  copper,  iron,  lead 
and  soda,  nitric  and  oxalic  acids,  benzine,  chloral,  hypo- 
sulphite of  soda,  pepsin,  salts  of  strontium  and  barium,  and 
nitrates  of  potash  and  soda.  France  supplies  aromatic- 
waters,  aromatic  and  medicated  sugars,  capsules  for  putting 
up  drugs,  extracts  from  medicinal  woods,  quinine,  raw 
tartar,  medicinal  wines,  iodine,  and  iodoform.  Photographic 
negative-plates  are  imported  from  the  United  States, 
England,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  and  Spain,  the  largest 
quantity  coming  from  the  United  States  last  year,  and 
invoiced  at  5,670/.,  while  those  from  England  amounted 
in  value  to  267/. ;  in  the  former  are  included  films,  those 
from  England  being  entirely  dry  plates.  Drugs  for  medi- 
cinal purposes  are  chiefly  imported  from  the  United  States, 
Germany,  and  France. 
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AS  Christmas  approaches  the  shop-windows  take  on  a 
brighter  aspect,  and  the  up-to-date  pharmacy  (and  how 
few  nowadays  are  not  up  to  date  ?)  becomes  a  glowing  mass 
of  colour  and  crystal.  I  found  in  my  showroom-investiga- 
tions that  novel  designs  in  fancy  toilet-articles  are  still  to 
be  found,  and,  singularly  enough,  I  have  scarcely  spoken  with 
anyone  who  takes  a  despondent  view  of  Christmas  trade. 
Orders  are  coming  in  quite  as  briskly  as  in  former  years, 
and  in  more  than  one  case  the  interviewee  informed  me 
that  the  business  done  was  quite  double  that  of  last  year. 

Memory-training. 

When  the  Editor  suggested  that  I  should  go  along  to 
Pelman's  School  of  Memory-training,  70  Berners  Street, 
Oxford  Street,  W.,  I  thought  he  was  in  a  cynical  mood — but 
I  went.  After  a  very  pleasant  interview  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  school  I  am  able  to  give  the  following  particulars  of 
the  system.  I  must  explain,  however,  that  I  can  only  give 
the  exoteric  view  of  the  system,  the  esoteric  teachings  are 
only  imparted  under  a  bond  of  secrecy.  The  originator  of 
the  method  is  Professor  C.  L.  Pelman,  a  German  psychologist 
of  some  note,  who  has  taught  his  system  on  the  Continent 
with  considerable  success.  The  student  is  taught  to  con- 
centrate his  mind  on  a  subject,  mind-wandering  being  the 
bane  of  good  memorising.  There  is  no  mental  picturing 
required,  as  in  some  other  systems,  and  I  was  assured  that 
after  a  couple  of  hours'  study  of  the  first  lesson  one  could 
write  out  from  memory,  in  correct  order,  two  hundred  hap- 
hazard figures  and  also  transcribe  them  backwards  from 
memory  with  equal  facility.  To  learn  the  botanical  names 
of  the  whole  materia  medica  in  like  manner  becomes,  I  am 
told,  a  mere  trifle  to  one  who  has  been  through  the  Pelman 
course.  Such  a  training  of  the  mind  seems  to  me  to  be 
just  the  thing  for  pharmacy-students  as  a  preliminary  to 
their  arduous  studies,  and  most  business-men  would,  I  think, 
be  better  equipped  for  life's  struggle  if  they  knew  how  to 
concentrate  the  mind  and  cure  themselves  of  mind- 
wandering.  The  prospectus  of  the  school  tells  about  the 
fees,  and  give.->  the  opinions  of  many  who  have  benefited  by 
the  system. 

Toilet  Luxuries. 

On   Wednesday  of  this  week  there    was  opened  at 
126   Oxford   Street,  W.,  a  toilet-establishment  which  is 
calculated  to  prove  a  Mecca  to  the  modern  maid  of  fashion. 
Madame  Blanche  Leigh  has  evolved  so  many  dainties  during 
her  career,  that  we  may  expect  the  Louis  XVI.  salon  which 
she  has  fitted  up  for  their  sale  to  be  in  keeping  with  the 
articles  themselves.     Madame  Leigh  is  the  fin  de  slide 
toilet-specialist,  and  her  soaps,  sachets,  powders,  creams, 
and  perfumes,  well  known  in  the  gay  Gallic  capital,  are 
likely  to  capture  even  the  more  sombre  metropolis  of  per- 
fidious Albion.    The  Blanche  Leigh  series  of  preparations  is 
unique,  and,  although  the  majority  of  the  articles  are  what 
the  average  person  would  consider  costly,  popular  lines  are 
not  awanting.   In  the  handsome  showroom  at  126  Oxford 
Street  I  inspected  soaps  ranging  in  value  from  l\d.  to  10s.  a 
cake  (and  not  a  large  cake  at  that),  and  though  a  pot  of 
Creme    1900,  can  be  obtained  for  3s.  Qd,  those  more 
luxuriously  inclined  may  speculate  a  sovereign  in  return  for 
a  modest-looking  jar  of  Creme  de  Fees,  "guaranteed  to  be 
made  from  fresh  strawberries,  and  of  infinite  value  in  soften- 
ing and  refreshing  the  skin."    Creme  Nikola'ievna  is  remark- 
able for  the  efficacy  with  which  it  tones  down  red  or  shiny 
noses,  and  is  of  much  value  in  cold  countries  where,  we 
suppose,  the  climatic  conditions  induce  an  undue  rubicundity 
in   that  useful  organ.     The  skin  and   wrinkle  lotions, 
Antirides  creams,  and  bath  sachets  are  all  a  revelation  in 
'•  toiletterie  "  (if  I  may  coin  a  word)  to  the  low-born  male 
person  ;  whilst  the  Blanche  Leigh  perfumes,  chief  amongst 
which  are  "Jeu  de  la  Peine  "  and  "  Souvenir  de  ma  Mie," 
are  plainly  elegant  in  appearance  and  delicately  refined  in 
smell.    The  standard  preparations,  Madame  Leigh's  repre- 
sentative informed  me,  are  compounded  from  recipes  used 
at  the  Court  of  Louis  XVI.  and  his  ill-fated  Queen,  Marie 
Antoinette  ;  but  the  Savon  du  Transvaal,  which  was  used 
and  appreciated  on  board  the  American  ship  Maine,  I  should 


imagine  to  be  a  product  of  more  recent  times.  So  also  must 
be  the  Blanche  Leigh  soap,  which  has  ichthyol  as  its  prin- 
cipal ingredient,  and  the  useful  Qd.  books  containing  fifty 
soap-leaves  for  the  convenience  of  travellers.  Savon  des 
Chateaux,  in  boxes  of  twelve  tiny  cakes,  is  especially 
adapted  for  hostesses  at  country  houses,  each  cake  being 
suPeient  for  the  use  of  a  Saturday-to-Monday  visitor. 

Birds  and  Butterflies. 

Messrs.  Marshalls  (Limited),  of  27  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C., 
have  hit  upon  a  novel  and  agreeable  method  of  teaching 
their  clients  natural  history.  The  success  which  attended 
the  entomological  series  of  perfume-sachets  a  year  or  two 
ago  has  encouraged  Mr. 
Marshall  into  elaborating  the 
scheme,  and  this  year  I  find 
that  the  "  Butterfly  Sachets  !' 
now  comprise  imitations  of 
seven  well  -  known  English 
specimens  (including  Painted 
Lady,  Camberwell  Beauty, 
Peacock,  Purple  Emperor) 
besides  a  number  of  Austra- 
lian and  Indian  types.  They 
are  all  faithful  reproductions 
of  the  original ;  they  look 
pretty,  and  smell  sweetly. 
This  year  marks  the  intro- 
duction of  the  ornithological 
series,  the  Trochilidce  being 

the  pioneers.  The  :' Humming-bird  Sachets  "are  as  faithful 
in  representation  of  the  originals  as  is  the  case  with  the 
butterflies.  There  were  illustrations  of  them  in  the  firm's 
C.  D.  advertisement  last  week.  The  colouring  is  brilliant  but 
not  gaudy,  and  each  bird  bears  in  its  beak  a  tiny 
Christmas  or  New  Year's  greeting,  so  that  the  sachets  are 
appropriate  to  the  season.  The  "  Poppyland  "  sachets  (which 
still  keep  their  popularity)  are  succeeded  by  a  "  Fairyland  " 
series,  quite  as  enticing.  These,  Mr.  Marshall  assures  me, 
are  all  made  in  England,  and  I,  with  mine  own  eyes,  watched 
deft-fingered  maidens  construct  humming-birds  and  butter- 
flies, buttons,  plum-puddings,  and  other  attractive  articles  of 
a  fragrant  nature.  The  '-Old  English"  sachets  are  of  the 
well-known  envelope  variety,  each  bearing  an  accurate  and 
appropriate  litho  in  colours  of  English  scenes,  Cookhani, 
Marlow,  and  various  beautiful  riverside  resorts  being  thus 
depicted.  Several  Japanese  pot-pourri  jars  in  china  are 
noticeable  for  their  quaintness  of  design  and  delicate  handi- 
craft. The  illustration  shows  one  of  these,  and  it  was 
pointed  out  to  me  that  these  jars,  when  empty,  can  be 
made  very  useful  as  a  receptacle  for  disinfectants,  such  as 
formaldehyde,  sanitas,  permanganate  of  potash,  or  even 
carbolic  acid.  A  cheap  line  of  tooth-pastes  in  collapsible 
tubes  (to  sell  at  <\\d  retail)  summed  up  the  measure  of  my 
investigations. 

New  Remedies. 
I  had  a  few  minutes'  chat  with  Mr.  Johnson  (of  Fassett  & 
J  jhnson)  at  31  Snow  hill,  E.C.,  the  other  day,  and  we  discoursed 
on  the  progress  of  business  in  general  and  of  the  firm's 
latest  introductions.  In  the  course  of  the  conversation  I 
gathered  that  Thermogen  and  Citrophen  (for  which  the  firm 
are  agents)  are  being  well  taken  up  by  medical  men.  The 
agreeable  taste  and  easy  toleration  which  are  characteristic 
of  Citrophen  are  ensuring  its  future,  and  Thermogen  likewise 
appears  to  be  growing  in  favour.  I  also  gleaned  that  Messrs. 
Fassett  &  Johnson  intend  in  a  few  weeks  to  put  on  the 
market  a  new  meat-extract  in  which  they  see  great  possi- 
bilities. This  article,  Carnigen  by  name,  is  at  present  on 
trial  in  several  of  the  larger  London  hospitals,  and  so 
acceptable  has  it  proved  in  each  case  that  supplies  have 
been  ordered  as  soon  as  they  can  be  got  ready.  The  extract 
is  made  in  Belgium,  and  the  firm  have  the  certificate  of  the 
British  Consul  at  the  place  where  it  is  manufactured  that 
only  beef  of  prime  quality  is  used  in  its  preparation. 
Regarding  the  general  trade-tone,  Mr.  Johnson  had  nothing 
to  complain  of.  Business  was  good  generally.  The  South 
African  trouble  had  cut  off  a  portion  of  that  country  from 
their  operations,  but  that  drawback  he  looked  upon  as 
merely  of  a  temporary  character.  Mr.  Johnson  sees  great 
possibilities  in  Australasian  federation.    He  thinks  the  step 
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is  a  very  wise  one  from  every  point  of  view,  and  his  firm  are 
preparing  to  do  business  in  Federated  Australia  on  generous 
terms. 

Mariotypes 

is  the  name  given  to  a  new  kind  of  photograph  which  I  saw 
at  Messrs.  Marion  &  Co.'s,  22  Soho  Square,  W.  I  was  shown 
medallion  portraits  done  in  this  form  which  are  indis- 
tinguishable from  enamels.  The  exact  process  by  which 
they  are  made  I  do  not  know,  but  the  image  itself  is  a  carbon 
one,  and  in  the  firing  there  is  a  trifling  diffusion  which  gives 
the  finished  portraits  a  beautifully  soft  appearance. 
Chemists  who  are  asked  to  get  mariotypes  done  by 
customers  should  note  that  the  negatives  are  required,  as 
the  prints  are  made  direct  on  to  the  surface  of  the  medallion. 

The  Ladies'  Department. 

"  I  think  it  a  pity,"  said  Mr.  Jarvis,  of  the  Domen  Belts 
Company,  when  I  looked  in  at  456  Strand,  W.C.,  the  other 
day,  "  that  more  chemists  do  not  adopt  the  excellent  idea  of 
having  a  special  department  for  abdominal  belts,  elastic 
stockings,  accouchment  requirements,  and  so  forth,  under 
the  charge  of  their  wives  or  daughters.  Those  chemists 
(and  there  are  a  few)  who  do  so  find  it  not  only  much  more 
satisfactory  to  their  lady  customers,  but  also  a  considerable 
source  of  profit  to  their  business." 

This  statement  I  was  able  to  endorse  from  personal  ex- 
perience, for  I  have  known  several  enterprising  brethren  of 
the  craft  whose  better -halves  have  built  up  for  them  a  very 
respectable  and  profitable  "  ladies'  department."  Chemist- 
Benedicts  who  have  not  yet  tried  this,  and  who  have  the 
facilities  for  doing  so,  might  as  a  preliminary  get  a  stock  of 
Domen  belt  literature,  and  observe  the  possibilities.  One 
of  the  latest  Domen  belts  is  figured  herewith.  It  is  cream- 
coloured,  and  made  of  strong  stockinette  with  elastic  binding 
and  lasting  insertions  at  front  and  back.    The  elastic  bands 

have  buttons  and  eyelet- 
holes  to  fasten  the  belt  in 
front.  The  price  is  not  pro- 
hibitive, and  the  belt  is 
guaranteed  to  wear  well. 
The  "  Domen  "  pregnancy- 
corset  is  another  notable 
article.  In  this  the  front 
part  below  the  waist  is 
made  entirely  of  elastic 
material,  which  allows  easy 
expansion  and  prevents  un- 
due pressure.  These  corsets  can  likewise  be  adapted  for 
nursing-purposes.  The  "  stoop-cure  "  for  round  shoulders  and 
weak  backs  is  constructed  of  an  anatomically-shaped  back- 
piece  containing  steel  watch-springs  running  parallel  with  the 
spine,  and  two  springs  extending  from  the  centre  line  to  the 
shoulders,  with  straps  which  draw  the  shoulders  backward.  It 
is  made  in  six  sizes.  The  "  Domen  "  Occasional  Belt  for  pro- 
lapsus uteri  or  use  during  the  menstrual  period  is  also  likely 
to  be  appreciated  by  the  ladies.  The  "mere  man"  is  not 
forgotten  by  the  Domen  Company,  however,  for  "  Domen " 
men's  belts  are  various,  and  the  "  Stow-away  "  suspensory, 
as  cyclists,  rowers,  and  athletes  generally  testify,  upholds  its 
reputation  for  comfort  and  reliability. 

At  Barclay's. 
The  showroom  at  95  Farringdon  Street,  E.C.,  presented  its 
wonted  cheerful  appearance  when  I  looked  in  the  other  day, 
and  Mr.  Gray  was  ready  with  his  usual  pleasant  anecdote 
and  genial  smile.  The  "  Ballin  "  baby-feeder  lay  at  hand  on 
the  glass  showcase,  and  I  examined  its  peculiarities,  while  a 
fastidious  customer  was  being  satisfied.  The  "  Ballin  "  is  a 
boat-shaped  feeder,  with  a  stopper  of  white  earthenware,  the 
usual  bone  ring  to  prevent  the  child  swallowing  teat  and 
bottle  and  all  being  replaced  by  a  perforated  earthenware 
variation.  Each  box  contains  a  card  giving  minute  direc- 
tions for  the  proper  feeding  and  upbringing  of  children. 
From  feeders  I  passed  on  to  the  more  mature  delights  of 
perfumes  and  perfume-sprays  (both  in  great  variety),  and 
was  constrained  to  examine  what  appeared  to  be  a  bottle  of 
large-sized  pills.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  were  pills,  but 
not  of  the  usual  sort.  It  was  explained  to  me  that  they  were 
for  shaving,  and  were  known  as  "  Gowdy's  shaving  pills  or 
pellets."    These  pellets  have  been  devised  with  the  idea  of 
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doing  away  with  the  usual  manner  of  applying  soap  in 
shaving.  One  pellet  is  said  to  be  sufficient  to  shave  with, 
and  cold  water  only  is  required.  Each  bottle  (price  Is.) 
contains  120  pellets,  sufficient  to  last  for  months.  A  paper- 
cutter,  suitable  for  cutting  up  quantities  of  paper,  patent- 
medicine  stamps,  and  so  forth,  in  a  wholesale  manner,  was 
next  inspected,  and  by  way  of  contrast  we  concluded  witli  a 
pretty  little  watch-pocket  perfumed  spray,  nickelled  with  a 
Louis  XIV.  design  on  the  side,  and  which  had  a  tiny  funnel 
attached  for  filling  the  bottle  each  time. 

"  Jaente"  Flowers  and  Dainty  Caskets 

are  the  predominant  features  at  67  Mortimer  Street,  W., 
where  Mr.  J.  N.  Taylor  showed  me  many  pretty  and  sweet- 
smelling  things  recently.  Mr.  Taylor  claims  to  be  the 
original  introducer  into  England  of  artificial  perfumed 
flowers,  and  judging  by  the  perfection  of  his  specimens  his 
claim  may  well  be  justified.  He  has  on  view  beautiful 
imitations  of  roses  of  all  kinds  in  spray,  button-hole,  or 
bouquet.  These  are  in  pink,  red,  and  yellow  shades,  and  in 
various  stages  of  apparent  growth.  Carnations,  violets,  and 
crysanthemums  are  likewise  faithfully  imitated  to  the  most 
minute  detail,  and  the  flowers  not  only  look  natural,  but 
have  the  further  advantages  of  feeling  and  smelling  like  the 
real  thing.  The  perfume  lasts,  I  was  assured  for 
three  or  four  months,  for  it  is  carefully  painted  over  each 
part  of  the  flower  with  a  camel-hair  pencil.  The  flowers  for 
table-decoration  are  provided  with  waterproof  stems,  so 
that  they  can  be  used  in  vases  along  with  the  natural  flower. 
Mr.  Taylor  is  likewise  stroDg  in  pot-pourri  caskets  and 
sachets.  The  nattiest  is,  I 
think,  the  metal  jar  illustrated 
herewith.  It  is  made  in  four 
shades,  in  imitation  of  Wedg- 
wood china.  A  new  Oriental 
sachet-casket  in  untarnishable 
gilt  bronze  is  likewise  very 
striking.  It  is  studded  with 
violet  cr  ruby  "jewels,"  and 
the  lid  is  surmounted  by  the 
star  and  crescent.  Other 
novelties  shown  me  were  sheets 
of  violet  felt  for  lining  ladies' 
dresses,  and  Mr.  Taylor's 
excellent  method  of  sending 
out  sachets  in  waxed-paper 
envelopes,  which  not  only 
preserves  the  original  perfume 
in  each  individual  sachet,  but 
keeps  the  perfumes  in  a  box 
of  assorted  sachets  from  be- 
coming mixed. 

Vigo  Novelties. 

The  latest  perfume  creations  of  Messrs.  Jules  Vigo  et  Cie. 
(Limited),  as  displayed  in  the  new  showroom  at  24  Newbury 
Street,  Aldersgate,  E.C.,  include  a  miniature  tantalus-stand 
containing  three  bottles  of  perfume  and  a  fresh  line  of 
perfume-sprays.  The  tantalus  is  neat  and  attractive,  and  is 
consequently  a  good  seller,  Scotland,  in  particular,  being  a 
clamorous  customer.  "  Violettes  des  Alpes  "  is  still  popular, 
the  miniature  score  of  Mozart's  setting  to  "  The  Violet," 
which  accompanies  each  carton,  being  an  insuperable  induce- 
ment to  many.  On  the  label  of  each  bottle  appears  the  first 
bar  of  the  music.  Messrs.  Vigo  are  showing  sixty  or  seventy 
different  patterns  of  sprays,  the  art  series  in  frosted  glass 
being  the  most  attractive.  Lavish  ornamentation  is  the 
characteristic  of  the  Oriental  series,  and  these,  I  was  told, 
are  also  very  popular.  A  hand-painted  Louis  XIV.  spray 
displays  the  florid  decoration  of  the  period,  but  a  sweet  little 
urn-shaped  thing  in  frosted  opal  and  delicate  gilt  tracery  was 
more  to  my  liking.  Combination  caskets  in  two  sizes  con- 
taining a  sachet,  pungent,  and  itwo  bottles  of  perfume  are 
new,  and  to  those  who  still  hanker  after  the  "  Japanesey," 
the  new  casket  containing  scent,  sachet,  and  soap,  all  got  up 
in  proper  Japanese  style,  will  prove  acceptable.  Mr. 
Biddelow,  managing  director  of  the  firm,  has  also  initiated  a 
new  process  for  reducing  perfumes,  which  obviates  the 
direct  addition  of  spirit  and  rids  the  "reduced"  perfumes 
of  the  objectionable  spirituous  smell. 
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pharmaceutical  society  ot 
(Sreat  Britain. 


NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

THE  inaugural  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on  Friday 
evening,  November  23,  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh, 
when  an  address  was  given  by  Mr.  J.  Arthur  Thomson, 
Professor  of  Natural  History  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 
on  "  Some  Links  between  Natural  History  and  Medicine." 
Mr.  Peter  Boa  presided  over  a  very  large  attendance,  among 
whom  were  Mr.  Grant  Ogilvie  ("Director  of  the  Museum  of 


Pbopessob  John  Abthur  Thomson. 


A  graduate  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  but  studied  also  at 
Berlin  and  Jena,  a  co-worker  of  Professor  Patrick  Geddes, 
and  wrote  with  him  "  Evolution  of  Sex  "  Is  a  charming  writer 
on  biological  subjects.  He  lectured  on  biology  and  zoology 
in  Edinburgh  before  he  was  appointed  to  the  Aberdeen  chair 
last  year. 

Science  and  Art),  Dr.  Leonard  Dobbin,  Messrs.  David  and 
William  Gilmour,  George  Lunan,  and  Thomas  Dunlop.  The 
Chairman  briefly  introduced  Professor  Thomson,  who  ex- 
pi  essed  the  pleasure  and  honour  with  which  he  regarded 
their  invitation  to  him  to  address  them,  and  said  he  thought 
they  might  find  a  convenient  line  of  contact  between  his 
work  and  theirs  by  considering  some  of  the 

Links  between  Natural  History  and  Medicine. 

These  links  were  many  and  varied  Some  were  forged 
centuries  ago,  and  some  of  these  had  since  snapped. 
Others  were  strictly  modern  ;  others,  such  as  the  rdle  of 
mosquitos  in  spreading  malaria,  were  at  this  moment  in 
process  of  being  formed  and  tested.  He  recalled  that  a 
familiar  animal  —  the  leech  —  had  been  used  before  the 
Christian  era,  and  for  all  manner  of  ailments,  so  that  its 
name,  which  was  said  to  mean  "heal,"  had  become  that  of 
the  medical  practitioner  himself.  For  long  people  said, 
"  Send  for  the  leech,"  when  they  should  say,  "  Send  for  the 
doctor,"  and  "  leeching "  was  synonymous  with  medical 
treatment.  Yet,  as  everyone  knew,  a  reaction  set  in  against 
the  leech — the  animal,  he  meant — (laughter) — and  blood- 
letting went  out  of  vogue  ;  leech-ponds  disappeared,  and 
he  supposed  trade  in  leeches  was  now  relatively  trivial. 

In  former  days,  not  very  remote,  a  thoroughly  qualified 
medical  man  was  expected  to  have  a  knowledge  of  natural 
history,  developed  along  a  line  which  was  now  but  rarely 
followed.  He  was  expected  to  know  a  large  number  of 
forms,  not  because  of  their  scientific  interest,  but  because  of 
their  supposed  practical  value.  In  other  words,  he  had  to 
know  the  "  animal  simples,"  the  uses  of  animals  as  medicines — 
uses  which  sometimes  suggested  gross  superstition,  but  some- 
times extraordinary  insight.  If  they  consulted  a  compendium 
of  animal  simples,  such  as  one  by  Dr.  Fernie,  they  got  two 
opposite  impressions.  They  were  amazed,  on  the  one  hand, 
at  the  credulity  which  was  implied  both  in  those  who  pre- 
scribed and  in  those  who  swallowed  many  of  the  reputed 
medicines,  and  they  wondered,  on  the  other  hand,  at 
the  justification  which  modern  science  had  given  to 
some  of  these.  They  might  divide  the  old  prescriptions 
into  three  sets  —  those  with  no  justification,  perhaps  75 
per  cent. ;  those  with  an  obvious  justification,  perhaps  20 
per  cent. ;  and  those  which  had  found  some  justification 


— by  no  means  obvious  —  as  the  result  of  recent  scientific 
progress,  these  forming  the  remaining  5  per  cent.  After 
a  brief  allusion  to  the  first  two  sets,  he  said  the  character 
of  the  third  set  of  prescriptions  afforded  food  for  reflection 
— those  in  which  there  lurked  an  undeniable  kernel  of  truth, 
reached  they  could  hardly  tell  how,  which  had  been  justified 
scientifically  by  modern  researches.  Thus,  in  the  case  of 
the  toad — which,  in  one  form  or  another,  has  been  used 
medicinally  since  the  days  of  Aristotle — the  skin-glands 
contain  an  alkaloid,  called  phrynine,  which  produces  in- 
creased cardiac  contraction  as  well  as  arterial  influences 
that  may  account  for  the  repute  of  the  physic.  Then,  in 
the  case  of  the  snake,  we  have  the  demonstrations  of 
Fraser  and  Calmette  to  prove  the  doubted  minimising 
power  of  snake-bile  against  the  action  of  the  venom.  The 
old  Indian  remedy  for  snake-bite  (the  root  of  Pagosttma 
purpurieaulis  chewed)  has  its  parallel  in  Phisalix's  discovery 
that  the  juice  of  the  Dalilia  tuber  has  an  immunising  power. 
The  cholesterin  of  bile,  the  tyrosin  of  the  dahlia,  had  thus 
the  same  effect,  and  Phisalix's  discovery  brought  us  back  to 
herbalist  medicine  again.  Professor  Thomson  went  on  to 
say  that  the  old-fashioned  use  of  the  heart,  brains,  and  liver 
had  their  modern  parallel  in  the  employment  of  the  thyroid 
gland.  He  went  on  to  speak  of  the  active  principle  of  the 
thyroid.  His  opinion  favoured  the  view  that  any  arsenic 
present  in  the  gland  is  in  combination  with  nuclein  along 
with  the  usual  phosphoric  nucleins,  so  that  the  old-fashioned 
treatment  of  disease  of  the  thyroid  by  administering 
arsenical  medicines  was  quite  scientific.  The  Professor  next 
referred  to  Dr.  Patrick  Manson's  discovery  of  the  Filaria, 
sanguinis  hominis — little  threadworms  which  live  in  the 
lymphatic  vessels  in  man  ;  they  measure  from  3  to  4  inches 
long,  and  give  rise  to  minute  embryos,  which  live  in  the 
bloodvessels,  swimming  about  when  the  host  is  asleep  and 
resting  when  he  is  active.  Bancroft,  in  Australia,  has  made 
special  study  of  the  subject,  and  has  corroborated  Manson's 
observations  in  regard  to  the  mosquito  carrying  filaria  and 
malaria  from  man  to  man  by  biting.  This  part  of  the 
lecture  covered  much  of  the  ground  that  has  already  been 
traversed  by  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  in  a  series  of 
articles.  Professor  Thomson  referred  at  considerable  length 
also  to  experiments  by  Drs.  Sambon  and  Low,  as  described 
in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  July  7  and  Sep- 
tember 29.  The  lecturer  went  on  to  say  :  "  A  knowledge  of 
the  breathing-habits  of  the  larvse  (common  gnats)  explains 
the  success  of  a  petroleum  film  as  a  means  of  killing  them 
off  in  marshes  ;  a  knowledge  of  the  appetite  which  various 
fresh-water  fishes  have  for  them  suggested  another  method 
of  destroying  them  in  ponds.  On  the  other  hand,  since 
there  is  always  action  and  reaction  between  a  science  and 
its  corresponding  art,  it  must  be  frankly  allowed  that  it  is 
the  practical  importance  of  malaria  which  has  led  the  British 
Museum  entomologists  to  hurry  on  with  a  monograph  on  mos- 
quitos." He  then  referred  to  the  theory  of  phagocytosis,  and 
speaking  of  the  old  adage  about  the  little  busy  bee  improv- 
ing the  shining  hour  by  getting  honey  all  the  day,  he  pointed 
out  that  the  working  hive-bee  has  a  very  short  life,  and  dies 
a  victim  to  over-exeriion.  With  all  its  getting  it  gets  not 
wisdom  but  foolishness,  for  its  brain-cells  go  steadily  but 
surely  out  of  gear  the  more  honey  it  gathers.  This  is  the 
result  of  an  admirable  investigation  by  Professor  Hodge, 
who  proved  that  the  nerve-cells  in  the  course  of  the  bee's 
daily  work  gradually  cease  to  be  functional  and  die  off,  until 
no  more  are  left  than  are  sufficient  for  the  necessary  vital 
function.  This  work  suggested  that  there  are  three  grades 
of  nervous  fatigue  in  animals — (a)  that  from  which  recupera- 
tion is  usual,  what  one  may  call  the  "  normal  daily  fatigue  " 
(b)  that  from  which  recuperation  is  possible  but  difficult, 
what  one  may  call  "extra  wear  and  tear";  and  (c)  that 
from  which  there  is  no  recovery,  the  final  functional  collapse 
of  nerve-cells  as  in  the  bee's  brain  and  in  some  forms  of  old 
age.  The  lecture  throughout  sparkled  with  humour  and  quaint 
illustration.  It  was  much  appreciated,  and  at  the  conclusion 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  acorded  to  Professor  Thomson, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  David  Gilmoub,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Grant  Ogilvib,  each  of  whom  made  remarks  appropriate 
to  the  occasion.  Mr.  Grant  Ogilvie,  who  until  recently 
has  been  principal  of  the  Heriot  Watt  Technical  College, 
referring  to  medicine  and  pharmacy,  said  the  pharmacists 
compounded  the  materials  for  treatment  which  the  doctors 
applied,  a  most  important  subdivision  of  labour. 
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festivities. 

Metropolitan  Students  Dine. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Metropolitan  College  of 
Pharmacy  has  become  one  of  the  events  of  the  winter 
session  in  the  metropolis.  The  seventh  was  arranged  for 
Saturday  evening  last  in  the  Venetian  Chamber,  Holborn 
Restaurant,  when  nearly  250  sat  down.  The  Chairman  was 
Mr.  W.  Lamond  Howie,  F.C.S.,  F.R.S.E.  He  was  supported 
on  the  right  by  Messrs.  Watson  Will,  J.  W.  Bowen, 
G.  Claridge  Druce,  G.  Spratt  Taylor,  W.  Prior  Robinson,  and 
Dr.  A.  G.  Sandberg.  On  the  left  were  Dr.  F.  B.  Power, 
Messrs.  Thomas  Tyrer,  Patrick  Gardiner,  Peter  MacEwan, 
T.  Whiford,  M.A.,  and  Captain  Peters.  The  Vice-Chairmen 
were  Messrs.  David  L.  Davies,  David  J.  Williams,  Harry 
Lucas,  David  Calder,  F.  Filmer  de  Morgan,  F.C.S.,  Walter  S. 
Carver,  and  Anthony  Tate.  After  the  toast  of  "  The  Queen," 
Mr.  Howie,  in  proposing  "The  Metropolitan  College  of 
Pharmacy,"  followed  precedent  by  giving  an  address  on 

THE  BUSINESS-SIDE  OF  THE  PHARMACIST'S  LIFE. 

He  said  the  student  is  apt  to  be  imbued  with  the  idea  that 
pharmacy  is  a  profession,  and  tbat  the  commercial  element 

— that  business — will 
play  but  a  subordinate 
part  in  his  future. 
Nothing  could  be  further 
from  the  truth.  Most 
of  us  have  heard  of  the 
growl  of  the  "  old 
chemist  and  druggist  " 
who  holds  that  as  an 
assistant  the  college- 
man  is  of  little  use. 
Laboratory  and  book 
work  have  spoilt  him. 
Who  will  deny  that  our 
ranks  have  furnished 
many  justifying  ex- 
amples ?  There  are  they 
who  on  leaving  college 
seem  to  think  that  there 
is  no  more  to  be  learned. 
This  attitude  is  that  of 
the  artisan,  and  the 
man  of  education  does 
not  set  up  the  artisan  as 
his  model.  The  college  life,  instead  of  turning  out  a  finished 
article,  furnishes  the  student  with  axiomatic  principles,  and 
teaches  how  to  apply  principles,  so  that  with  this  golden  key 
one  may  be  enabled  throughout  life  to  unlock  chamber  after 
chamber  of  the  storehouse  of  knowledge.  Leaving  his  school 
in  this  mind,  the  wise  man  continues  to  add  to  his  informa- 
tion, picking  up  bits  of  scientific  as  well  as  practical  and 
business  detail,  and  if  he  is  observant  he  soon  discovers  how 
very  largely  the  business  element  begins  to  bulk  in  his  life. 
It  is  impossible  to  practise  pharmacy  as  a  profession.  In 
order  to  earn  a  livelihood  by  pharmacy  we  have  to  go  into 
the  market-place — we  have  to  buy  and  to  sell.  In  a  word, 
pharmacy  is  essentially  a  business,  and,  college-training  over, 
the  acquisition  of  the  commercial  and  the  practical  must 
now  engage  all  the  student's  energies.  At  this  point  of  his 
career  he  may  show  to  a  disadvantage  alongside  of  the  un- 
qualified assistant,  who  has  uninterruptedly  been  extending 
his  practical  experience.  It  is  now  that  the  growl  of  the 
old-time  chemist  and  druggist  is  justified.  But  who  shall 
say  that  the  relative  inferiority  of  the  educated  to  the  un- 
educated can  be  permanent  1  It  ought  not  to  be,  other 
things  being  equal,  it  cannot  be. 

ONCE  A  STUDENT  ALWAYS  A  STUDENT. 

He  will  continue  to  investigate  and  study  carefully  all  that 
makes  for  progress.  He  will  find  that  in  pharmacy  business 
is  not  limited  to  the  mere  arithmetical  acts  of  buying  and 
selling,  but  that  science,  morals,  energy,  and  all  the  arts  and 
all  the  graces  may  be  rungs  on  the  ladder  of  success.  He 
may  say  truthfully  that  business  is  business,  and  he  will  find 
that  science  is  business,  that  morality  is  business,  that 
energy  is  business.    His  college  training  will  be  found  to 
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be  the  chief  factor  in  making  him  in  the  end  a  successful 
business-man.  Science  without  business  will  avail  one 
little :  they  must  go  hand  in  hand.  As  well  could  an 
omnibus  go  without  wheels  as  a  mere  scientist  be  a  pharma- 
ceutical success.  You  may  have  your  wheelless  omnibus 
packed  with  all  the  sciences,  the  Minor  degrees  inside,  and 
the  higher  flights  of  the  Major  filling  the  garden  seats  on 
top ;  this  load  of  science  will  not  compel  progress.  Mount 
your  omnibus  on  wheels  of  business,  and  see  that  for  a  team 
you  have  adequate  capital,  then  your  well-laden  vehicle  can 
be  easily  driven  on  to  fortune.  Napoleon's  famous  sneer 
that  we  are  a  "  nation  of  shopkeepers  "  is  now  pointless. 
Nowadays  this  merely  indicates  that  we  hold  a  pre-eminent 
position  of  which  other  nations  are  showing  themselves  con- 
scious. These  nations  now  do  too  much  of  the  selling,  we 
English  do  the  buying.  Germany  and  America  are  giving 
all  attention  to  business  training.  The  Philadelphia  College 
of  Pharmacy  and  other  American  colleges  have  added  com- 
mercial classes  to  their  curricula.  We  must  look  to  our 
laurels,  and  never  forget  that  commerce  has  made  Britain 
powerful  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  was  not  her 
art  and  sciences,  not  her  literature,  not  her  military  genius — 
although  these  are  no  mean  qualities,  she  has  been 
excelled  in  all.  The  supreme  attribute  exhibited  during 
the  past  century  has  been  the  commercial  genius  of 
Britain's  sons.  Their  untiring  energy,  their  business 
tact,  their  pluck  and  resource,  have  carried  her  flag  fat- 
beyond  the  sound  of  her  guns.  This,  said  Mr.  Howie, 
is  now  the  heritage  of  "  the  younger  generation  knocking 
at  the  door  " — each  has  his  share  of  his  country's  credit,  and 
each  will  be  answerable  for  it.  Mr.  Howie  then  proceeded 
to  speak  of  the  advances  in  pharmaceutical  education, 
especially  since  the  1868  Pharmacy  Act,  which  was  followed 
by  a  scientific  awakening,  and  that,  again,  by  a  wave  of 
cram  which  squeezed  crowds  of  men,  many  without  pro- 
fessional pride  or  feeling,  through  the  ever- stiffening 
examinations.  This  transitive  stage  has  been  a  sad  one  for 
pharmacy.  Alongside  the  manufacture  of  the  artisan- 
pharmacist,  the  sort  of  man  who  leaves  all  scientific  interest 
behind  him  when  he  finally  steps  out  of  the  examination- 
room,  we  had  the  rise  of  what  has  been  called 

THE  SOCIALISTIC  GREAT  LIMITED  COMPANIES. 

To  thesf  our  weak  I  rethren  turned,  lured  by  the  high 
salaries  olfered  to  qualified  poison-vei  lors.  Whether  an 
early  enforced  curriculum  would  have  modified  this  move- 
ment, who  can  tell.  It  is  undoubted  that  in  such  service 
many  have  formed  a  business  and  a  scientific  grave.  With 
only  one  or  two  exceptions,  we  look  in  vain  for  advancement 
or  help  from  that  great  army  of  qualified  men  who  make 
the  practice  of  pharmacy  by  grocers,  brewers,  and  half-pay 
officers  (limited)  possible.    Mr.  Howie  proceeded  to  say: — 

Were  it  not  for  pharmacists  company-store  trading  would  be  im» 
possible ;  dispensing,  departments  could  not  remain  open  for  a  single 
day,  and  no  poison  can  be  sold  without  our  personal  aid.  What  a 
future  for  pharmacy — handing  ourselves  over  body  and  brain  ;  all 
that  is  professional  within  us  farmed  for  the  payment  of  dividends 
to  outside  capitalists — the  educated  pharmacist  brought  to  the 
level  of  the  publican  in  the  tied  house  belonging  to  the  millionaire 
brewer.  Gentlemen,  is  this  business?  Certainly  not  for  the 
pharmacist,  whatever  it  may  be  for  his  Masters  (limited).  Beware, 
therefore,  of  any  unprofessional  conception  of  your  calling.  Be 
careful  how  you  help  the  further  growth  of  this  hydra,  which  is 
already,  perhaps,  too  strong  for  subjugation.  Remember  your 
business  interest  is  to  retain  your  independence.  In  that  inde- 
pendence alone  can  true  advancement  be  possible.  Some  say  that 
cheapness  is  everything.  Receive  that  statement  with  critical 
scepticism.  The  world  is  not  entirely  peopled  with  bargain- 
hunters  ;  offer  it  of  the  best.  All  of  us  like  to  be  well  served,  and 
most  are  willing  to  pay  for  such  service.  Iu  all  departments  of 
work  there  are  they  who  have  set  themselves  to  produce  the  high 
class.  They  have  their  just  reward.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
higher  you  go,  if  you  carry  your  skill  with  you,  competition  becomes 
less  strenuous.  There  is  always  room  at  the  top.  It  is  among  the 
producers  of  the  cheap  that  competition  is  keenest.  With  such  a 
training,  therefore,  as  you  have  had  at  the  "  Metropolitan,"  do  not 
play  to  the  gallery.  Perfect  yourselves.  The  world  is  calling 
for  the  best,  but  there  are  few  who  offer  it.  "Excelsior"  is  a 
grand  watchword.  It  is  the  most  inspiring  motto  for  a  business- 
man. By  the  exercise  of  ability,  aided  by  insight  and  foresight, 
business  knowledge  and  determination,  not  forgetting  those  more 
amiable  qualities  which  shall  carry  you  serenely  above  the  rude 
banter  of  the  market-place,  business  or  profession,  there  can  be 
but  one  issue,  and  that  an  abounding  success. 
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Mr.  Howie  pointed  out  that  as  a  molecule  of  a  monobasic 
acid  but  neutralises  a  molecule  of  an  equivalent  alkali,  so  in 
business  a  sovereign  only  pays  a  twenty-shilling  bill ;  and  just 
as  one  may  add  acid  uselessly  beyond  saturation-point,  so 
one  may,  by  going  into  a  bad  market,  wastefully  pay  25.?. 
for  a  sovereign's- worth.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  their 
analytical  experiences  would  enable  the  students  to  precipi- 
tate the  precious  metals  into  their  tills,  and  pointed  out  to 
them  several  directions  in  which  science  is  applied  in  practical 
pharmacy.  "Always,"  he  said,  "keep  abreast  of  current 
trade  literature — the  successful  man  has  the  Journal  and 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  on  his  desk.  Attain,  if  possible, 
the  Major  qualification  :  this  is  good  business.  Have  a 
voice  in  the  management  of  your  own  affairs  by  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society;  this  also  is  business. 
And  every  man  should  make  it  a  point,  whether  he  joins  the 
Society  or  not,  to  put  his  name  down  for  at  least  the  one 
half-crown  vote  to  the  Benevolent  Fund.  The  sacrifice  of 
a  single  evening  per  annum  at  the  theatre  will  do  it." 

The  toast  was  received  with  remarkable  enthusiasm,  and, 
replying  to  it,  Mr.  Watson  Will  spoke  briefly,  but  with  grati- 
tude, saying  that  while  he  hoped  the  Metropolitan  College 
of  Pharmacy  would  grow  and  flourish,  their  sole  aim  was  to 
give  the  students  a  thoroughly  sound  education. 

The  Chairman  then  distributed  the  medalsand  certificates, 
and  it  was  notable  that  there  were  only  two  or  three 
absentees. 

Silver  Medallists. — Messrs,  W  H.  Hooton,  |P.  E.  Bannister, 
and  W.  Thomas. 

Bronze  Medallists. — Chemistry,  Messrs.  F.  M.  Wilson,  H.  S. 
Richardson,  and  M.  W.  Chambers;  pharmacy,  Messrs.  G.  M. 
Peikins,  H.  C.  S.  Booth,  and  M.  W.  Chambers ;  botany,  Messrs. 
G.  M.  Peikins,  H.  C.  S.  Booth,  and  E.  M.  Whiting;  materia 
medica,  Messrs.  W.  T.  Hopps,  M.  S.  Oddie,  and  J.  Hodge ;  dis- 
pensing, Messis.  H.  Bambridge,  F.  Smart,  and  T.  M  Elford-. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Ironmonger  proposed  "  The  Demonstrators,' 
who  at  the  Metropolitan,  said  he,  always  do  their  level 
best  to  help  a  man  along.  He  had  a  word  of  affection  to 
say  in  respect  of  Mr.  G.  T.  Branch,  now  in  South  Africa, 
and  each  of  the  triumvirate  who  replied  (Messrs.  H.  Lucas, 
F.  E.  de  Morgan,  and  J.  Williams)  also  spoke  well  of  their 
late  colleague. 

"The  Students,"  proposed  by  Dr.  Arthur  Sandberg,  had 
Mr.  Frederick  J.  Boss  as  their  spokesman,  and  he  rose  to 
the  occasion  splendidly,  speaking  in  an  after-dinner  style 
which  recalled  that  of  Sir  James  Crichton-Browne.  His 
speech  was  couched  in  eloquent  and  flowing  periods,  and 
the  quaint  interpolations  of  the  friends  around  him  made  it 
extremely  amusing.  One  little  bit  we  must  rescue  from  the 
sub-editorial  blue  pencil : — ■ 

They  all  had  had  their  little  day-dreams,  ot  love  and  otherwise, 
'  and  they  must  not  forget  that  not  so  long  ago  they  were  boys 
gazing  with  awe  at  the  brilliant  coloured  rays  from  the  carboy  in 
the  neighbouring  chemist's  shop.  Since  then  their  ideals  had, 
perhaps,  been  somewhat  shattered  ;  the  roseate  hues  of  the  carboy 
no  longer  predominated  ;  they  had  come  down  to  the  stern  prosaic 
reality.  Their  feelings  on  that  occasion,  however,  were  essentially 
those  of  optimism  because  of  the  reunion  of  old  friends  which 
had  been  brought  about ;  and  when  in  the  far-off  distant  age  to 
come  they  fell  into  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf  he  thought  one  and 
all  would  be  proud  to  remember  that  they  had  been  members  of 
the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  Watson  Will  proposed  "  The  Visitors,"  for  whom  Mr.  T. 
Tyrer  replied  ;  then  Mr.  G.  Claridge  Drucegave  "The  Chair- 
man," saying  that  he  thought  the  address  which  Mr.  Howie 
had  delivered  was  one  which  would  do  them  all  a  consider- 
able amount  of  good.  What  pharmacists  really  wanted  was 
not  to  be  worse  scientists  but  to  be  better  business-men. 
The  Chairman  briefly  replied. 

During  the  evening  a  much-appreciated  musical  programme 
was  rendered  by  Messrs.  J.  Probert,  W.  L.  Cockburn,  Charles 
Capper,  W.  H.  Berry,  and  Sidney  Hill.  "  Auld  Lang  Syne," 
given  in  the  best  Scotch  manner,  followed  by  "  God  Save 
the  Queen,"  ended  the  proceedings. 

Wolverhampton  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  smoking-concert  was  held  on  November  26,  at  the  Star 
and  Garter  Hotel,  in  connection  with  this  Association,  and  a 
very  enjoyable  programme  was  gone  through.  Songs  were 
contributed  by  Messrs.  Stanway,  Weaver,  Kichards,  and 


Rogers.  Mr.  Willcock  gave  two  recitations,  and  a  pianoforte 
solo  was  rendered  by  Mr.  Franks.  Before  the  proceedings 
commenced  the  President  (Mr.  Gibson)  read  a  letter  from 
Dr.  J.  W.  Hamp  (son  of  Mr.  Hamp.  phaimacmtical  chemist), 
tbankirjg  the  Association  for  their  congratulations  on  his 
election  to  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  of  the  county 
borough.  The  President  also  alluded  to  the  election  of  Mr. 
S.  Reade  to  the  School  Board,  and  expressed  a  hope  that 
other  pharmacists  would  go  in  for  public  life,  as  it  did  good 
to  the  craft  in  general. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
J,  cost  ii.,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  21,  1900.) 

"  Pabipan  "  ;  for  varnishes  included  in  Class  1,  and  paints.  By 
the  Copal  Varnish  Company  (Limited!,  175  Palmerston 
Buildings,  Old  Broad  Street,  London,  E.C.  233,410. 

"  Nat  "  ;  for  oils  to  be  used  for  veterinary  and  medicinal  purposes 
and  included  in  Classes  2  and  3.  By  W.  C.  Tait,  19  and  21 
Bua  do  Infante  d'Henrique,  Oporto,  Portugal,  eucalyptus-oil 
distiller.    233,149, 233,150. 

"  Ferkolds  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in  medi- 
cine and  pharmacy.  By  F.  W.  Warrick,  trading  as  Warrick 
Brothers,  7  Portpool  Lane,  London,  E.C.  232,477.  (No 
claim  is  made  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  word  "  Ferro.") 

"  Lignola  "  ;  a  protective  for  use  in  surgery  and  medicine,  being 
a  medicated  article  for  human  use.  By  Cuxson,  Gerrard 
&  Co.,  Surgical- Dressing  Works,  Fountain  Lane,  Oldbury. 
233,289.  No  claim  is  made  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  word 
"  Lignol." 

Label  bearing  combination  of  devices  (the  essential  particular),  with 
the  wording  "  Abbey's  Effebyescent  Salt,"  &c,  and  head 
of  Shakespeare  ;  for  a  medicinal  saline  preparation  for  human 
use.  By  D.  Russell,  144  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  232,676. 

Device  (the  essential  particular)  of  a  saucer  and  a  bandage ;  for  a 
medicine  for  human  use.  By  Edgar's  Croup  Lotion  (Limited), 
Westfleld  House,  Dartford,  Kent.  232,744. 

"  Nukkah"  ;  for  substances  used  as  food  or  as  ingredients  in  food, 
but  not  including  feeding- stuffs  for  cattle,  and  not  including 
any  goods  of  a  like  kind  to  feeding-stuffs  for  cattle.  By  W. 
Shepperson,  Longfield,  Missenden,  Bucks.  233,317. 

Label  bearing  device  (the  essential  particular)  representing  Bal- 
gownie  Bridge ;  for  a  perfume.  By  A.  W.  Shirras,  35  Powis 
Terrace,  Kittybrewster,  N.B.,  chemist.  232,359. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  28,  1900.) 

"  Hedakese  "  (no  claim  for  "  Headache  ") ;  for  chemicals  in 
Classes  1  and  2 ;  for  foods  under  Class  42 ;  for  soaps,  &c, 
under  Class  47  ;  and  for  perfumery  and  toilet  articles.  By 
Hedakene  (Limited),  73  Station  Road,  Birmingham.  233,456, 
233  457,  233,459,  233,461,  and  233,462. 

Sketch  of  sickle ;  for  photographic  chemicals  and  apparatus. 
By  O.  Sichel  &  Co.,  52  Bunhill  Row,  E.C.  233,339, 
233,340,  and  233,341. 

"  Glittebine  "  (no  claim  for  "Glitter");  for  lacquers.  'By 
L.  Ryland  (Limited),  Balsall  Heath,  Birmingham.  233,647. 

"  Mibella  " ;  for  goods  in  Class  1.  By  A.  E.  Guttmann  &  Co., 
102  Fore  Street,  E.C.  233,816. 

"  Thymolin  "  (no  claim  for  "  Thymol  ") ;  for  chemicals.  By  Ness 
&  Co.,  Church  Row,  Darlington.  233,568. 

"Dak"  ;  for  a  birdlime.  By  Kay  Brothers  (Limited),  Stockport. 
233,616. 

"Embeegxa";  for  an  embrocation.  By  Sarah  Black,  37  Upper 
Bedford  Place,  Russell  Square,  W.C.  233,657. 

Picture  of  a  dish  and  bandage,  over  which  a  liquid  is  being 
poured  from  a  broken  bottle ;  for  medicine.  By  Edgar's 
Croup-lotion  (Limited),  Dartford.  233,690. 

Combination  of  devices  (the  essential  particular) ;  for  pills.  By 
Foster,  McLellan  &  Co.,  57  Shoe  Lane,  E.C.  232,943. 
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Winter  Session. 


Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  Association  met  on  November  22,  at  Mason  University 
College,  Birmingham,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  John 
Barclay,  B.Sc,  when  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock,  F.I  C,  F.C.S.,  com- 
municated notes  on  some 

Official  Concentrated  Solutions. 

Mr.  Alcock  stated  that  last  year  Mr.  Brown,  of  Dover, 
called  attention  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  to  concen- 
trated solution  of  rhatany,  which,  he  said,  had  deposited  a 
thick  coating  over  the  bottom  of  the  bottle  and  become 
perceptibly  pale,  thus  differing  greatly  from  the  tincture. 
Mr.  Brown  asked  if  the  weaker  spirit  employed  was  the 
cause  of  this.  Mr.  Alcock  now  showed  samples  of  all  con- 
centrated liquors,  including  the  new  liquid  extracts,  to 
prove  that  their  keeping  properties  are  not  very  good. 
Whether  the  larger  amount  of  deposit  which  occurs  in 
almost  all  of  them  carries  down  with  it  any  medicinal 
activity  he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  but  they  are  most 
inelegant  in  appearance,  and  at  the  end  of  twelve  months 
have  to  be  thrown  away.  No  objection  could  be  raised 
to  quassia,  hamamelis,  and  cusparia,  which  had  not 
deposited.  The  specimens  of  senna,  rhubarb,  senega, 
serpentary,  and  rhatany  concentrated  liquors  shown  were 
very  unsightly,  and  Mr.  Alcock  feared  could  not  be  dis- 
pensed with  satisfaction  to  the  medical  man,  to  the  pharma- 
cist, or  to  the  public,  and  if  the  public  analyst  sent  for  any 
of  these  samples  it  would  be  highly  desirable  to  shake  the 
bottle  well  before  supplying  the  sample.  In  the  case  of 
rhatany,  in  a  few  days  he  was  not  able  to  extract  the 
stopper  from  the  bottle,  and  he  suggested  it  would  make  an 
excellent  coaguline.  The  jelly-like  substance  was  quite  an 
inch  thick  in  a  bottle  of  not  more  than  2  oz.  capacity,  and 
reminded  one  of  the  similar  sort  of  thing  which  appears  in 
some  samples  of  tincture  of  kino.  Mr.  Alcock  has  examined 
a  sample  of  this  jelly  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Cattell,  Knowle, 
and  has  found  it  entirely  insoluble  in  alcohol,  glycerin, 
and  water.  After  being  carefully  dried  it  assumed  the 
colour,  form,  and  character  of  ordinary  kino,  and  was 
absolutely  devoid  of  any  astringency.  It  has  been  suggested 
this  is  due  to  an  intramolecular  change,  and  Mr.  Alcock 
thought  this  may  also  occur  in  rhatany  liquor.  If  the  pre- 
paration must  be  continued,  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
glycerin  or  some  lubricant  should  be  added  to  enable  the 
dispenser  to  abstract  the  stopper  when  he  wants  to. 

Mr.  Alcock  also  procured  several  samples  of  quassia  and 
calumba  liquors  from  the  north,  south,  east,  and  west  of  the 
country.  On  arrival  the  samples  were  clear,  but  in  a  few 
days  they  began  to  exhibit  turbidity  and  give  deposits,  some 
more  than  others.  The  specimens  exhibited  fluorescence. 
This  had  been  observed  before  in  calumba,  but  not  in 
quassia.  The  following  are  the  results  obtained  by  examina- 
tion of  the  specimens  : — 


Liquor  Qu assies  Coneentratitx. 


Sample 

Sp.  Gr.  at  60°  F. 

Solid  Matter  per 
100  c.c.  Dried 
212°  F. 

1 

0-9736 

0-32  gramme 

2 

0-9735 

0  35  gramme 

3 

0-9720 

0-27  gramme 

4 

0-9786 

0  37  gramme 

5 

0-9780 

0'35  gramme 

Solvent,  C-976. 


Liquor  Calumba  Concentratus. 


Solid  Matter  per 
Sample  Sp.  Gr.  at  60°  F. "        100  c.c.  Dried 

212°  F. 

1    0*9949  4-20  grammes 

2    C-9960  4-25  grammes 

3    1000  4-35  grammes 

4    0-9972  3  73  grammes 

5    0-9375  2-75  grammes 


Solvent,  0-976  (approx.). 

Speaking  of  the  formula  for  senega  liquor,  Mr.  Alcock  said 
he  had  consulted  the  gentleman  who  he  believed  was  the 
author  of  the  process  with  regard  to  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  parts  "  [in  prescribing  alcohol  and  water  to  make  the 
menstruum],  and  the  answer  he  got  was,  "  You  have  raised 
an  interesting  point."  This  not  being  satisfactory,  he  con- 
sulted many  of  his  friends,  with  a  similar  result,  and  finally 
applied  to  Professor  Attfield,  who  replied  that  p;irts  might 
mean  volumes,  seeing  that  25  fl.  oz.  had  to  be  taken  of  the 
solvent.  Mr.  Alcock  suggested  that  in  a  future  B.P.  it  would 
be  better  to  use  the  word  "volumes"  in  place  of  '-parts." 
With  regard  to  the  name  of  these  liquors,  he  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  1864  B.P.  the  concentrated  infusion 
of  gentian  contained  spirit,  but  in  the  1837  B.P.  this  name 
was  changed  to  mixture,  presumably  because  of  the  presence 
of  the  spirit  it  could  not  rightly  be  called  an  infusion.  The 
authorities  established  the  new  name  '-liquor  concentratum  ' 
to  satisfy  the  hypercritical. 

Discussion. 

The  President,  who  initiated  a  discussion  on  the  paper, 
said  it  was  desirable  to  have  these  preparations  examined 
from  the  standpoint  of  Mr.  Alcock,  who  viewed  them  as  a 
public  analyst  engaged  in  analysing  food  and  drugs  daily.  He 
(Mr.  Barclay)  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  samples  reported 
upon  by  Mr.  Alcock  were  not  B.P.  1  to  10,  but  the  concen- 
trated infusions  which  were  well  known  as  1  to  7  preparations. 
He  thought  the  intention  of  the  authorities  was  to  sanc- 
tion this  kind  of  preparation  in  place  of  infusions,  with  the 
cognisance  of  the  medical  men.  None  of  them  contain 
volatile  principles,  and  that  may  fairly  be  considered  to  be 
representative  of  what  is  obtained  when  fresh  infusions  are 
made.  Concentrated  infusion  of  gentian  is  not  likely  to  be 
representative  of  a  fresh  infusion  because  of  the  volatile  con- 
stituents which  are  present  in  the  latter.  From  the  manu- 
facturer's point  of  view  he  did  not  think  the  deposit,  which 
almost  always  occurs  when  these  things  are  kept,  lessens 
their  medicinal  activity.  In  some  cases,  particularly  with 
alkaloid,  some  is  thrown  down,  but  in  others,  such  as 
those  before  them,  the  deposit  is  chiefly  inactive  and  effete 
matter.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Alcock's  figures,  because  he 
had  before  him  some  laboratory  records,  and  these  were 
quite  in  harmony,  so  far  as  quassia  was  concerned,  the 
average  being  0-3  gramme  per  100  c.c.  He  also  concurred 
as  to  the  sp.  gr.  of  the  calumba.  Concerning'  the  word 
"  parts  "  in  the  senega  formula  he  always  considered  that  it 
was  "  solids  by  weight  and  liquids  by  measure."  In 
important  works  on  pharmacy  this  dictum  found  a  place  at 
the  top  and  bottom  of  almost  every  page. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard  said  discussions  like  these  will  go  on 
as  long  as  pharmacy  exists,  because  variations  in  Nature's 
products  always  take  place.  The  influence  of  light,  inter- 
changes by  other  substances  and  many  other  causes  are  at 
work.  For  example,  tincture  of  galls  deposits  very  much 
indeed,  and  not  being  in  large  request  it  remains  on  the 
shelves  a  long  time,  and  when  asked  for  is  found  to  be 
absolutely  of  no  use.  The  books  give  as  the  cause  of  the 
change  the  production  of  ellagic  acid — a  name  which  is  not 
now  much  heard  of.  The  activity  of  these  preparations  is 
another  matter,  and  he  suggested  co-operation  with  medical 
investigations.  Loss  of  activity  in  some  cases  is  said  to  be 
due  to  the  production  of  "  apothene,"  a  name  which  is  being 
revived  and  applied  to  deposits  which  are  not  medicinally 
active.  Some  of  these  preparations,  after  being  kept  for 
some  years,  develop  a  beautiful  ethereal  odour.  This  is 
pa  ticularly  the  case  with  serpentary,  and  he  advised,  when 
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a  distinct  change  like  this  is  observed,  that  it  is  desirable 
to  put  the  preparation  aside  and  get  new  stock.  The  con- 
centrated liquors  are  on  their  trial,  and  medical  men  are 
being  encouraged  to  use  them  and  report  upon  them.  From 
what  Mr.  Barclay  had  said,  medical  men  do  not  accept  these 
preparations  favourably,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  pharma- 
cists to  educate  the  next  generation  of  doctors  to  their  use. 
He  thought  it  better  to  use  the  preserved  infusion  than  to 
dispense  a  fresh  infusion,  which  after  keeping  some  days 
suffers  deterioration. 

Mr.  J.  Poole  thought  that  Mr.  Alcock's  figures  provided  a 
strong  argument  in  favour  of  the  use  of  concentrated  liquors, 
the  variations  in  the  simple  infusion  being  greater  than  in 
the  figures  of  the  concentrated  preparation  of  quassia.  He 
thought  that  infusions  should  be  banished  from  the  B.P.  If 
they  are  required  by  a  patient  he  should  do  as  Sir  James 
Sawyer  now  does  :  order  the  patient  to  buy  his  powders  in 
packets,  and  steep  them  with  so  much  water  for  a  certain 
length  of  time,  and  then  drink  the  liquid — each  packet,  pre- 
sumably, being  a  dose.  In  the  whole  of  his  experience  since 
the  new  B.P.  had  appeared  he  had  only  had  two  prescriptions 
with  these  concentrated  liquors  in  them — calumba  and 
rhubarb. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Bbunt  said  that  he  had  ordered  a  quassia  prepa- 
ration, and  found  that  in  a  few  days  it  became  opalescent. 
He  asked  how  it  is  that  in  wholesale  lists  concentrated 
preparations  to  the  number  of  sixty-seven  are  offered  and 
sold  as  reliable  preparations,  while  the  B.P.  only  prescribes 
about  ten  of  them.  His  opinion  was  that  they  are  most  un- 
satisfactory, particularly  those  which  are  used  for  syrups 
and  aromatic  waters. 

Mr.  Harries  asked  why  the  new  B.P.  increased  the 
quantity  of  gentian  in  these  infusions,  and  lowered  the  time 
of  maceration.  Was  it  to  supply  a  sufficiency  of  the  active 
principle,  or  was  it  an  acknowledgment  that  the  whole  of 
the  active  principle  is  not  abstracted  in  making  the 
preparation  1 

Mr.  Alcock,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  took  exception  to 
the  President's  statement  that  the  B.P.  recognises  that  solids 
must  be  by  weight  and  liquids  by  measure. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  November  22 
at  the  rooms  in  Newman  Street,  W.,  the  President  (Mr. 
Dewhirst)  occupying  the  chair.  The  proceedings  were 
announced  as  an  "  Impromptu  Discussion."  Every  member 
wrote  a  question  on  paper,  which  were  mixed  together  in  a 
hat  and  drawn  for,  each  member  being  expected  to  answer 
the  question  that  fell  to  him. 

When  to  Pass  the  Preliminary. 

The  question  that  Mr.  Morley  was  required  to  answer  was  : 
"  Should  the  examinations  accepted  as  the  Preliminary  be 
compulsorily  passed  before  apprenticeship  ?  "  Mr.  Morley 
thought  the  examination  should  certainly  be  passed  before 
apprenticeship  in  the  interests  of  both  master  and  apprentice. 
If  an  apprentice  was  not  able  to  pass  the  Preliminary  except 
by  great  effort  he  was  not  suited  for  pharmacy.  The 
President  thought  it  might  be  made  compulsory  that  a 
chemist  could  not  take  an  apprentice  unless  he  had  passed 
the  Preliminary,  because  he  thought  a  student  should  devote 
his  whole  time  to  pharmacy  after  he  was  apprenticed.  It 
was  best  to  select  proper  men  at  the  outset. 

Mr.  Strother  thought  the  Preliminary  might  be  passed 
within  a  year  of  apprenticeship,  or  else  they  might  find  appren- 
tices who  passed  scarce.  A  master  could  judge  by  a  boy's  school 
certificates  whether  he  would  be  able  to  pass  the  examination. 

Mr.  Coufland  thought  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
made  the  mistake  of  not  increasing  the  stringency  of  the 
Preliminary  to  keep  pace  with  the  increased  stringency  of 
the  Minor. 

Mr.  Vallet  thought  the  present  examinations  accepted 
for  the  Preliminary  would  lead  to  a  better  class  of  boys 
entering  the  trade. 

Mr.  Pickering  said  boys  should  certainly  pass  before 
being  bound  ;  but  it  was  not  difficult  for  a  young  man  of  fair 
education  to  pass  the  Preliminary  even  after  apprenticeship. 


Nauseating  Nux  Vomica. 

Mr.  Coupland's  question  was  :  "  A  sample  of  powdered  nux 
vomica  procured  from  a  wholesale  house  was  made  into 
liquid  extract  of  nux  vomica.  During  the  process  of  evapora- 
tion a  thick  scum  was  noticed  on  the  surface,  and  afterwards, 
when  the  extract  was  made  into  tincture,  a  5-minim  dose 
had  a  most  nauseating  effect.  What  was  the  cause  1 "  Mr. 
CouplAnd  thought  it  was  due  to  personal  idiosyncrasy,  but 
the  question  was  one  for  a  medical  man.  He  remembered 
once  accidentally  sucking  some  tincture  of  nux  vomica 
through  a  pipette,  and  although  he  did  not  swallow  the 
liquid  he  afterwards  felt  distinctly  sick. 

Pharmacy  in  1950. 

Mr.  Strother  was  required  to  answer:  "What  will  be 
the  position  of  Pharmacy  in  1950  1 "  Not  being  a  prophet  Mr. 
Strother  said  he  could  not  tell,  but  he  thought  there  would 
be  two  kinds  of  pharmacists — one  the  scientist  and  the  other 
the  money-maker.  The  tendency  was  to  aggregate  businesses. 

The  President  also  supported  this  view.  He  thought 
that  it  was  possible  the  German  system  would  be  in  vogue  ; 
at  present  he  said  there  would  not  be  enough  professional 
practice  to  keep  them  all  even  if  they  got  the  whole  of  it. 

Assistants'  Pay. 

The  question  Mr.  Chapman  had  to  answer  was :  "  What 
is  the  opinion  of  the  meeting  in  reference  to  the  pay  and 
position  of  chemists'  assistants."  He  said  chemists' assistants 
were  shockingly  paid  in  comparison  with  the  assistants  in 
other  trades.  In  some  shops  he  knew  Major  men  to 
commence  with  only  45Z.  The  small  pay  was  excused  on  the 
ground  that  the  assistant  gained  experience  ;  but  he  knew  a 
case  of  a  man  who  for  six  months  was  engaged  in  putting  up 
a  tooth-powder.  It  was  a  pity  to  see  those  who  could  afford 
to  pay  good  salaries  cut  them  down  so  low. 

Mr.  Morley  said  it  was  merely  a  matter  of  supply  and 
demand.  Assistants  in  classic  houses  got  a  quid  pro  quo,  ox 
they  would  not  take  the  positions.  It  was  obvious  that  if 
such  houses  could  not  get  assistants  at  the  present  low 
salaries  they  would  soon  increase  them. 

Mr.  Pickering  mentioned  the  discussion  that  took  place 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union.  Everything 
depended  upon  a  man's  abilities  as  to  the  salary  he  got. 
Assistants  accepted  low  salaries  in  ignorance,  but  he  wished 
they  would  not  for  the  sake  of  the  rest. 

Mr.  Strother  thought  that  as  an  employer  pays  the  salary, 
he  should  be  allowed  to  form  his  own  value  of  the  assistant's 
brain  power.  It'  he  thought  him  only  capable  of  making 
tooth-powder,  by  all  means  let  him  employ  him  so. 

The  President  summed  up  the  discussion  by  saying  that 
evidently  the  assistant  finds  his  own  level,  and  to  attempt  to 
alter  matters  by  regulations  would  be  disastrous. 

Oleate  of  Mercury. 

The  question  Mr.  Pick  had  to  answer  was :  "  What  is 
understood  by  5-per-cent.  oleate  of  mercury  ?  "  He  took  it 
that  it  meant  5  per  cent,  of  oleate  of  mercury  in  a  suitable 
basis.  He  was  aware,  of  course,  that  in  the  1885  Phar- 
macopoeia a  5-per-cent.  oleate  of  mercury  meant  one  in 
which  5  per  cent,  of  oxide  had  been  dissolved  in  oleic  acid. 

Mr.  Coupland  thought  it  should  be  interpreted  to  mean 
5  per  cent,  of  oxide,  because  doctors  were  notoriously  con- 
servative, and  he  believed  there  would  be  found  a  good 
many  who  had  never  opened  the  1898  Pharmacopoeia. 

Mr.  Morley  retorted  that  the  majority  of  doctors  did  not 
know  that  the  oxide  of  mercury  was  concerned  in  the 
matter  at  all.  He  certainly  thought  absolute  oleate  of 
mercury  should  be  used  diluted  with  oleic  acid  or  some  inert 
medium,  preferably  vaseline. 

Personality  and  Goodwill. 

Mr.  Matthews  had  the  following  question:  "Should 
personality  be  considered  at  all  relative  to  goodwill  ?  "  He  was 
sorry  he  could  not  answer  the  question  ;  but  Mr.  Latreille, 
the  Secretary,  said  he  asked  the  question  because  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  it  was  stated  that  past  personality 
had  a  lot  to  do  with  the  goodwill.  In  buying  the  goodwill 
of  a  business  a  man  must  certainly  take  into  account  the 
amount  of  personality  that  has  been  put  into  the  business. 

Mr.  Coupland  contended  that  goodwill  was  not  a  solely 
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attribute  of  trade,  because  money  changed  hands  over  a 
doctor's  practice.  When  people  had  been  accustomed  to  go 
to  a  particular  pharmacy  or  doctor  they  kept  up  the  habit. 
It  was  impossible  to  separate  personality  and  goodwill. 

Mr.  Pickering  thought  personality  frequently  had  every- 
thing to  do  with  goodwill,  and  Mr.  Chapman  thought 
personality  detracted  from  goodwill. 

Amalgamation. 

Mr.  Latreili.e's  question  was :  "  Shall  we  amalgamate 
with  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union  ?  "  He  thought  not : 
there  was  room  for  the  two  Associations.  The  Union  seemed 
to  concern  itself  most  with  the  questions  of  pay,  which  he 
contended  was  a  purely  personal  matter. 

Mr.  Pickering  confessed  that  he  put  the  question  as  a 
sort  of  feeler.  He  reminded  them  that  the  two  Associations 
were  run  on  different  lines.  The  Union  did  not  concern 
itself  with  science  as  the  CA.A  did,  their  only  idea  being 
to  enlighten  assistants  as  to  the  conditions  of  labour 
throughout  the  country. 

The  President  was  astonished  that  there  should  be  men 
ignorant  of  such  matters.  Surely  men  talked  to  each  other 
as  to  salaries  and  hours,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Union  had  not  much  room  for  activity  ;  above  all,  they 
should  avoid  strain  between  men  and  masters.  The  rest  of 
the  discussion  left  no  doubt  that  amalgamation  was  not 
desired  by  the  members  of  the  CA.A. 

Apprenticeship. 

The  question  answered  by  Mr.  Moat  was  :  "  Is  apprentice- 
ship on  the  decline,  and,  if  so,  why  ?  "  He  did  not  see  why 
it  should  be  on  the  decline  unless  chemists  were  on  the 
decline  ;  and  Mr.  Latreille  said,  judging  by  the  number  of 
candidates  for  the  last  Preliminary  examination,  there  could 
be  very  little  reason  for  thinking  that  apprenticeship  was 
declining. 

A  Club  or  an  Association. 
Mr.  MoRSON's  question  was:  "Would  a  chemists'  assis- 
tants' club  be  more  popular  than  a  chemists'  assistants' 
association  ? "  He  thought  it  would,  and  so  did  Mr.  Latreille  ; 
but  he  did  not  see  how  it  could  be  done,  although  the 
President  thought  assistants  would  pay  more  for  the 
privileges  of  a  club  and  association  combined. 

Physicians  and  Quackery. 

The  last  question,  which  had  to  be  answered  by  Mr. 
Bishop,  was  :  "  Is  it  a  fact  that  pharmacists  at  the  present 
time  observe  practices  of  quackery  being  done  by  fashionable 
physicians  ? "  He  thought  it  was.  He  knew  cases  where 
medical  men  simply  ordered  American  nostrums  of  the 
composition  of  which  they  knew  nothing. 

The  general  opinion  of  others  was  that  when  a  medical 
man  did  not  know  the  composition  of  the  medicines  he  was 
prescribing  he  was  guilty  of  quackery. 

Mr.  Coupland  had  a  botanical  specimen  in  a  bottle  which 
he  thought  was  about  eighty  years  old,  and  asked  if  anyone 
could  identify  it.    Nobody  could. 


Preston  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  White  Horse 
Restaurant,  Preston,  on  November  22,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  Mr.  Fisher. 

The  Chairman  explained  that  the  main  object  of  the 
meeting  was  to  bring  what  influence  they  as  a  chemists' 
Association  possessed  to  secure  the  passing  of  an  equitable 
Pharmacy  Bill.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  had  the 
matter  under  consideration,  but,  unfortunately,  they  appeared 
to  be  making  very  little  progress.  It  was  of  paramount 
importance  that  some  active  steps  should  be  taken  to  urge 
the  Council  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  at  once.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Arkle  said  the  position  of  the  Council  was  apparently- 
one  of  difficulty.  The  old  Council,  owing  to  the  difficulties 
which  confronted  them,  could  not  move  in  the  matter,  and 
the  new  blood  which  had  been  introduced,  instead  of  bring- 
ing matters  to  a  head,  merely  seemed  to  add  to  their 
troubles.  His  opinion  was  that  they  should  take  the 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1858,  and  fight  the  points  one  by  one 
until  every  contentious  item  was  settled.  The  chemists  of 
the  country  sorely  needed  an  unmistakable  interpretation 


of  what  might  be  termed  "  side  issues."  The  sale  of  poisons 
did  not  perhaps  affect  them  so  much  now  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  was  every  need  for  legislation  to  protect  their 
titles,  and  there  ought  to  be  some  system  of  compulsory 
registration. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Williamson)  said  the  difficulty 
of  the  Council  was  that  some  of  its  members  were  content 
to  allow  companies  to  trade  under  certain  regulations, 
whereas  others  did  not  desire  to  do  more  than  protect  the 
title  of  the  chemist. 

Mr.  Arkle  repeated  that  he  was  in  favour  of  the  1868 
Act,  and,  if  after  a  proper  trial  it  was  found  not  to  meet 
every  specific  case,  then  let  them  agitate  for  an  Act  which 
would  embrace  everything. 

Mr.  Williamson,"  alluding  to  the  draft  Bill  put  forward 
by  the  Dewsbury  Association,  said  if  such  a  Bill  could 
become  law,  it  would  protect  chemists  in  many  important 
respects.  He  quoted  a  number  of  the  clauses,  and  said  that 
while  allowance  was  made  for  companies,  there  was  the 
important  protection  which  the  sugg-  sted  compulsory 
registration  afforded.  He  thought  it  would  be  much  better 
if  a  small  fee  was  annually  charged  for  registration. 

Mr.  Arkle  then  proposed — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Preston  Chemists'  Association  begs  to 
ask  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  exercise  all  possible  urgency 
in  introducing  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill.  This  meeting  also 
expresses  the  hope  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill  may  include  a  scheme 
for  compulsory  registration,  and  the  payment  of  a  small  annual 
fee  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Williamson  seconded,  and  the  resolution  having 
been  carried,  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  proper  quarter. 


Derby  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  very  successful  dinner  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel, 
Derby,  on  November  21,  to  inaugurate  the  fourth  year  of  this 
Association's  existence,  members  from  Belper  and  Heanor 
helping  to  make  the  function  representative.  After  full 
justice  had  been  done  to  the  excellent  menu  the 

Annual  General  Meeting 

was  held  in  an  adjoining  room,  Mr.  Cope  presiding.  The 
Chairman  explained  the  action  of  the  Committee  at  the  last 
General  Election  respecting  the  circular  received  from  the 
Federation.  A  letter  was  sent  to  the  six  parliamentary  can- 
didates for  the  Borough  of  Derby  and  South  Derbyshire, 
asking  whether  they  would  support  the  use  of  pharmaceu- 
tical titles  by  qualified  persons,  and  the  placing  of  the 
compounding  of  medicines,  and  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  the 
control  of  such  businesses  in  the  hands  of  qualified  in- 
dividuals. Messrs.  Richard  Bell,  Herbert  H.  Raphael,  and 
John  Gretton  expressed  themselves  in  support  of  their  aims, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  Sir  Henry  Bemrose,  and  Mr.  Geoffrey 
Drage  did  not  reply.  The  meeting  expressed  the  hope  that 
those  gentlemen  who  had  been  elected  to  the  House  of 
Commons  would  act  up  to  their  promises.  The  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  (Mr.  H.  G.  W.  Dawson)  then 
tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  regretfully  accepted, 
and  Mr.  Cope  was  elected  as  his  successor.  Mr.  R.  W. 
Stevenson,  one  of  the  oldest  chemists  in  the  town,  was 
unanimously  elected  President,  Mr.  C.  W.  Southern  (Belper) 
Vice-President,  and  Messrs.  Dawson,  Hefford,  Pembleton, 
Readman,  and  Warrington  members  of  the  Committee.  The 
Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  hand  of  3/.  14*. ;  and  it  was 
decided  to  reduce  the  annual  subscription  to  2s.  6c/.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Cope  and  Dawson  for  their  services 
as  President  and  Secretary  during  the  past  year  concluded 
the  business. 


North  =  East  Lancashire  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
White  Bull  Hotel,  Blackburn,  on  November  27,  Mr.  Wells 
presiding,  to  consider  suggestions  for  the  new  Pharmacy 
Bill. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford  said  it  was  ingenuously  suggested  that 
local  Associations  should  indicate  the  amendment  of  phar- 
macy law.  Their  committee  had  over  and  over  again  stated 
their  opinion  as  to  what  was  required  and  what  they 
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thought  could  be  accomplished.  It  did  seem  the  greatest 
of  incongruities  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  composed 
of  registered  chemists,  should  not  be  able  to  agree  on 
fundamental  principles.  No  reason  could  be  assigned  for 
that,  except  that  individual  interests  affected  members' judg- 
ment. It  was  time  that  polemics  were  brushed  to  one  side. 
As  to  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill,  the  Council  would  have  at 
hand  expert  capacity  for  drafting  Bills.  It  therefore  seemed 
unnecessary  to  do  more  than  state  that  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
under  which  they  had  all  qualified,  should  be  made  opera- 
tive. He  suggested  the  insertion  after  "  peison  "  in  Section  I. 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  "  or  persons,  or  corporations,  or  com- 
panies, or  combination  of  any  kind  of  persons  to  sell,  &c, 
&c."  Also  that  Section  XVI.  shall  be  amended  to  give 
permission  to  executors,  &c,  for,  say,  twelve  calendar 
months.  Branch-shops  should  also  be  amenable  to  the 
intention  of  the  Act.  If  each  branch-shop  were  carried  on 
by  a  qualified  person,  or  persons,  all  inconsistency  would 
apparently  be  avoided.  Finally,  the  practising  under  firm- 
names  was  an  inconsistency  it  was  desirable  to  remedy.  It 
might  possibly  be  rectified  by  using  proprietor's  names  in 
conjunction  with  the  firm-name.  He  proposed  that  his 
observations  be  respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Council,  pointing  out  that  their  case  is,  and  has  been, 
one  of  extreme  urgency. 

Mr.  Holt  (Blackburn),  in  seconding,  said  it  appeared 
absurd  to  him  that  the  qualified  men  composing  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  could  not  come  to  an  agreement  upon  a 
vital  principle  which  conserved  to  them  what  they  earned 
in  the  examination-room.  They  had  no  means  of  knowing 
what  the  specific  points  were  upon  which  they  could  not 
agree ;  but  he  thought,  if  those  points  were  submitted  to 
the  electorate,  they  would  soon  come  to  an  agreement. 

Mr.  Parkinson  supported  the  resolution,  as  also  did 

Mr.  Pickworth,  who  said  that  he  had  see  a  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Wootton  upon  the  ma'ter,  and  he  considered  that 
gentleman  a  traitor  to  the  cause  when  he  set  forth  argu- 
ments in  support  of  their  enemies. 

Mr.  Percy  Bean  also  supported  the  resolution,  which 
was  carried  unanimously. 


Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharma= 
ceutical  Association. 

AT  a  special  meeting  held  in  the  Rooms,  West  Regent 
Sbreet,  Glasgow,  on  November  22,  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  presided 
over  a  good  muster  of  members,  who 

Came  to  Hear  Mr.  Glyn  Jones 
on  the  objects  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association.  Speak- 
ing of  cutting,  Mr.  Jones  said  there  are  in  Glasgow  one  or 
two  whom  he  hoped  to  bring  into  line  during  his  stay. 
(Applause.)  He  said  the  trade  had  suffered  from  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  not  taking  sufficient  interest  in  Acts 
going  through  Parliament.  Having  spoken  at  length  of  the 
work  of  the  Defence  Association,  Mr.  Jones  said  it  had  com- 
pleted the  first  year  of  its  existence  with  a  reserve  of  1,050/., 
purely  from  retail  chemists,  besides  having  over  900  shops 
insured  at  half-a-guinea  per  annum.  The  Association  will 
not  rest  content  till  the  reserve  is  seven  times  its  present 
amount. 

Heckling  Him. 

Questions  having  been  invited  from  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Sutherland  asked,  looking  to  the  difference  in  English 
and  Scottish  law,  if  the  Association  would  provide  a  solicitor 
for  members  in  Scotland.  To  that  Mr.  Jones  said,  "Yes,  if 
they  got  a  considerable  number  of  members  in  Scotland." 

Mr.  Sutherland  further  asked  if  the  Association  had 
any  other  reserve  beyond  the  1,050/.  Suppose  one  or  two 
cases  arise  and  liabilities  are  incurred  to  the  extent  of  500/. 
— a  moderate  sum  claimed  for  any  mistake  made  by  a 
chemist — what  is  the  possibility  of  the  Association  being 
able  to  stand  a  number  of  such  test-cases  ?  He  did  not  ask 
the  question  in  any  spirit  of  hostility. 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  they  could  apply  for  fresh  capital. 
Besides,  the  Association  had  also  got  offers  of  assistance 
from,  a  number  of  wholesalers. 

Mr.  Russell,  referring  to  the  annual  subscription  being 
fixed  at  10s.  6d.  for  each  shop,  asked  if  the  Association  had 


considered  the  advisability  of  making  the  amount  in  accord- 
ance with  the  number  of  assistants  1 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  the  directors  had  considered  the 
point,  but  had  not  come  across  any  thing  more  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Watson  asked  if  the  Association  was  to  be  confined 
to  qualified  chemists  ? 

Mr.  Jones  stated  in  reply  that  no  one  can  be  a  member  of 
the  Association  who  is  not  a  registered  chemist. 

Replying  to  other  questions,  Mr.  Jones  said  there  would 
be  no  conflict  in  prosecutions  between  the  Defence  Associa- 
tion and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  maintained  that 
the  Pharmacopoeia  is  not  a  standard  authority  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  that  a  new  standard 
authority,  in  the  preparation  of  which  the  chemists  should 
have  a  voice,  is  wanted. 

The  Chairman,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks,  said  it  was 
quite  within  his  knowledge  that  any  movement  in  the 
direction  of  reducing  cutting  would  be  welcomed  even  by 
extreme  cutters.  The  question  was  whether  the  local  Asso- 
ciation should  approach  these  men  or  leave  it  in  Mr.  Jones's 
hands.  Speaking  of  the  vexatious  prosecutions  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  Mr.  Currie  said  some  very 
curious  defences  had  been  raised.  If  he  were  unfortunate 
enough  to  be  summoned,  he  would  be  inclined  to  say  that 
they  had  no  ground  for  quoting  the  B.P.  as  the  standard 
authority.  It  is  not  an  authoritative  book.  While  he  did 
not  advocate  the  raising  of  these  objections,  still,  it  is  a 
weak  point  in  the  Acts  that  there  is  no  authoritative  book 
or  standard  to  go  by.  Mr.  Currie  also  questioned  if  many 
chemists  in  Glasgow  exhibit  the  Shop-hours  Act.  He  knew 
that,  in  a  great  many  cases,  they  do  not  understand  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  local 
authority  to  distribute  cards  relative  to  the  Act,  and  it 
should  also  be  the  duty  of  every  individual  employing 
juvenile  labour  to  study  its  provisions  very  carefully.  Mr. 
Jones  had  spoken  of  certain  things  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
the  Chemists'  Defence  Association  to  undertake,  and  which 
another  august  body  does  not  think  worth  its  while  to 
undertake — watching  the  progress  of  Bills  going  through 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  that  affected  their  trade  interests  ; 
and,  in  closing,  expressed  the  hope  that,  as  the  result  of  his 
visit,  Mr.  Jones  would  secure  a  large  number  of  new 
members. 

Mr.  Jones  was  thanked  for  his  address. 

Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association. 

A  large  and  representative  meeting  of  this  Association 
was  held  at  Dundee  on  Wednesday,  when  Mr.  Jack,  (the 
President)  introduced  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  as  one  whose  services 
they  had  all  learned  to  appreciate.    Mr.  Jones  spoke  about 
the  P.A.T.A.  and  the  C.D.A.,  and  what  they  are  doing.  Mr 
Buchan  (Arbroath)  moved  "  That  this  meeting  approve  of 
the  objects  of  the  C.D.A."    Mr.  Chas.  Kerr  seconded,  and 
the  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to.    In  course  of  his 
remarks,  Mr.  Kerr  said  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  first 
trade-defence  association,  and  had,  he  believed,  benefited 
by  their  assistance  in  a  difficulty  he  had  had  twenty  years 
ago,  when  he  began  to  put  up  compressed  tablets  at  a 
moderate  price.    He  had  to  submit  to  all  sorts  of  pressure 
from  a  certain  firm,  but  after  he  put  the  correspondence  on 
both  sides  of  the  case  to  Mr.  Haydon,  Birmingham,  he  had 
no  more  trouble,  and  maintained  his  ground  to  the  present 
day.    Mr.  Jones,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Kerr,  stated  that  the  old 
association  had  died  out  because  it  reserved  the  right  to  act 
or  not  as  it  thought  proper.    The  new  association  met  un- 
suitable cases  half-way,  and  there  was  no  stated  limit  to 
the  number  of  cases  they  might  undertake  for  subscribers, 
except  that  litigious  chemists  might  be  struck  off  their  list. 
Mr.  Buchan  (Arbroath)  asked  if  Mr.  Jones  had  any  remedy 
for  the  case  of  the  horse  that  ran  away  with  the  bit  in  its 
mouth  (referring,  no  doubt,  to  private  cutters).    Mr.  Jones 
replied  that  at  present  he  had  no  specific  for  this  class  of 
trader,  but  he  regretted  that  one  man  in  a  town  could  often 
rule  the  prices  for  fifty.    Also,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Doig,  he 
said,  as  to  the  absurd  face-value  attached  to  some  of  the 
best-known  proprietaries,  that,  as  in   the  previous  case, 
individual  pressure  upon  the  proprietors   was  the  only 
remedy.     After  some  general  conversation   on  business 
matters,  the  President  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Jones. 
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Meeting  in  Aberdeen. 

A  MEETING  of  the  chemists  of  Aberdeen  and  district  called 
by  the  Aberdeen  Association,  took  place  on  November  26,  at 
Kobert  Gordon's  College.  Mr.  C.  Simpson  occupied  the  chair. 

Mr.  Glyn- Jones  explained  the  P.A.T.A.  Chemists' Defence 
scheme,  and  after  some  discussion  a  resolution  recommending 
chemists  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.  in  order  to  get  the  benefits  of  the 
defence  scheme,  was  proposed.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  he  hoped 
the  meeting  would  not  accept  the  resolution,  as  he  preferred 
not  getting  a  vote  in  favour  of  the  Chemists'  Dt  fence  Associa- 
tion at  the  expense  of  practically  a  vote  of  "  no  confidence" 
in  the  P.A.T.A.  Mr.  Craig  had  said  the  Defence  Association 
should  be  run  distinct  from  the  P.A.T.A.,  but  the  speaker  was 
sure  it  would  nave  been  practically  impossible.  The  P.A.T.A. 
organisation  had  enabled  the  Defence  Association  to  be 
formed,  otherwise  the  defence  scheme  could  not  have 
been  run,  except  at  a  prohibitive  subscription.  Mr.  Craig's 
chief  objection  was  that  the  P  A.T.A.  members  did  not 
receive  benefits  over  those  enjoyed  by  non-subscribers. 
Surely  this  argument  was  not  serious  ?  Would  he  refuse  sub- 
scriptions to  a  lifeboat  institution  because  life-boats  did  not 
leave  non-subscribers  to  perish  when  there  was  a  wreck  1 
He  did  not  think  that  because  new  articles  were  added  to 
the  list  it  impeached  the  P.A.T.A.  It  would  have  been  good 
for  trade  if  the  P.A.T.A.  had  existed  when  some  of  the 
popular  proprietaries  had  started,  and  they  had  been  added 
at  the  commencement  to  the  list.  The  giving  of  dividends 
by  co-operative  societies  off  minimum  prices  had  been  dealt 
with  by  the  Association.  He  hoped  the  meeting  would  deal 
with  the  P.A.T.A.  on  its  merits  rather  than  accept  a  resolu- 
tion advising  them  to  join  an  association  in  which  they  had 
no  confidence,  in  order  to  use  it  as  a  door  to  defence  through 
which  they  could  pass  for  15s.  6d.  instead  of  21*.  If  they 
had  a  conscientious  objection  he  hoped  it  was  worth  5s.  Qd. 

An  amendment  expressing  confidence  in  the  C.DA.  was 
eventually  carried. 


Cardiff  and  District  Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

A  MEETING  of  the  members  was  held  at  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
Mount  Stuart  Square,  Cardiff,  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  Mr. 
A.  Hagon,  President,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a 
large  attendance  of  members. 

The  President  thanked  the  members  for  electing  him 
President,  and  stated  that  the  Secretary  had  w-ritten  to 
different  associations  throughout  the  country  for  copies  of 
their  rules ;  these  had  been  sifted  by  the  Committee,  and 
the  result  of  their  labours  was  submitted  for  discussion.  The 
draft  rules  were  adopted  with  an  alteration  of  the  time  of 
meeting,  it  being  resolved  that  the  ordinary  business  meet- 
ings should  be  held  at  3  p.m.,  and  the  social  or  festive 
meetings  in  the  evening.  The  President  said  it  was  proposed 
to  hold  the  inaugural  meeting  of  the  Association  on 
January  30.  The  Committee  wanted  to  give  the  Association 
a  good  send-off,  and  they  proposed  inviting  not  only  the 
Cardiff  chemists,  but  those  in  the  surrounding  districts.  In 
order  to  get  these  chemists  to  attend  it  would  be  necessary 
to  provide  some  attraction,  and  therefore  he  suggested  to 
the  Committee  that  they  should  invite  the  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  come  down  and  give  them  an 
inaugural  address.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  also  suggested  that 
if  this  invitation  were  accepted  by  Mr.  Newsholme,  they 
should  endeavour  to  get  the  Mayor  of  Cardiff  to  formally 
receive  him.  These  proposals  met  with  the  approval  of  the 
Committee,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  to  the  Mayor. 
Mr.  Newsholme  had  accepted  their  invitation.  The  Mayor 
had  granted  them  the  use  of  the  Assembly  Rooms  for  the 
inaugural  meeting,  which  he  had  also  promised  to  attend. 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  meeting  approved  of  the  proposals  of  the 
Committee,  and  also  decided  to  hold  a  banquet  in  the  even- 
ing following  the  inauguration. 

Cardiff  Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Park  Hotel,  on  Monday  evening, 
November  26,  when  a  good  number  of  chemists'  assistants  of 
Cardiff  and  District  discussed  the  proposal  to  form  an  Assis- 
tants'Association.  It  was  so  agreed,  Mr.  Cooper  being  elected 


President,  Mr.  Svvadling  Vice-President,  Mr.  Pallot 
Treasurer,  and  Mr.  J.  Parrott  Secretary.  Another  meeting 
is  called  for  next  Tuesday  evening,  at  9.15  P.M.,  at  the  Park 
Hotel,  when  it  is  hoped  that  many  more  will  be  elected 
membeis. 


Public  and  Poor-law  Dispensers'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  St.  Bride's 
Institute  on  November  28.  There  were  about  twenty  members 
present,  and  the  Chairman  (Mr.  F.  Noad  Clark)  read  a 
paper  on  "  The  Microscope  :  its  Construction  and  Applica- 
tion," in  which  he  went  thoroughly  into  a  subject  to  which 
he  has  devoted  much  attention.  The  discussion  that  fol- 
lowed was  interesting,  and  showed  that  many  of  the  speakers 
had  an  examiner's  ability  for  elaborating  complicated  ques- 
tions on  simple  points. 

Messrs.  Donlton,  of  Lambeth  Potteries,  had  forwarded  a 
sample  ribbed-clay  gallon  jar  for  use  in  sending  quantities 
of  lotions  to  wards,  &c,  and  asked  for  suggested  improve- 
ments from  members  present.  It  was  generally  thought 
that  a  ribbed  handle,  and  also  a  recess  panel  on  the  side  to 
take  a  label,  would  be  improvements. 

It  was  likewise  announced  that  there  would  be  no  meeting 
in  December,  but  that  the  annual  meeting  would  be  held  on 
the  first  Wednesday  in  January.  The  membership  was  about 
seventy,  and  the  Society  hoped  to  finish  with  a  fair  balance 
in  hand. 


Maw's  Lint. — The  revised  prices  are  :  No.  1  Hospital 
Is.  5d.  ;  No.  2  Hospital,  Is.  Id. ;  superior  Hospital,  Is.  9d. ; 
superior  Surgeons',  Is.  lid.  ;  and  No.  11  lint,  Is.  Qd.  per  lb  , 
and  2d.  per  lb.  less  for  1  cwt. 

The  Coca-champagne  made  by  the  Royal  Standard 
Wine  Company,  3  Oxford  Mansions,  New  Oxford  Street, 
W.C.,  is  good.  It  is  made  with  an  1893  vintage  wine,  and 
chemists  who  would  like  to  try  it  before  stocking  it  can  get 
a  sample  bottle,  post-free,  for  3s.  9d. 

The  National  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association  visited 
Messrs.  Armour  &  Co.'s  packing-house  in  Chicago  on  Sep- 
tember 19.  Whilst  there  an  excellent  photograph  of  the 
visitors  wTas  taken  in  one  of  the  buildings.  Messrs.  Armour 
have  sent  us  an  impression  from  a  block  made  from  the 
photograph,  which  is  of  such  excellence  that  it  would  easily 
pass  for  a  steel  engraving. 

Messes.  Cockburn  &.  Co.  (Limited),  of  57  East  Howard 
Street,  Glasgow,  are  putting  on  the  market  emulsions  of 
cod-liver  oil  and  petroleum,  both  of  which  are  nicely  turned 
out  and  agreeable  in  flavour.  The  cod-liver  oil  emulsion 
contains,  besides  the  hypophosphites  of  lime  and  soda,  l|gr. 
of  soluble  pepsin  to  each  ounce,  and  both  are  prepared 
with  Irish  moss  as  the  emulsifier. 

The  Veno  Drug  Company,  18  Devonshire  Street.  Man- 
chester, are  doing  very  extensive  advertising  in  Lancashire, 
Yorkshire,  County  Durham,  and  South  Wales,  as  well  as  in 
some  of  the  Midland  towns.  One  part  of  their  scheme  is  a 
mammoth  lithograj  hed  pester,  in  three  colours,  advertising 
L;ghtning  cough-cure.  The  company  have  sent  us  a  copy 
of  the  poster,  which  is  the  largest  that  has  ever  entered 
42  Cannon  Street. 

Electrical  Novelties — Messrs.  F.  Darton  &  Co.,  142  St. 
John  Street,  E.C  ,  have  got  out  a  list  of  their  electrical 
novelties  of  the  class  specially  suited  for  Christmas  trade. 
There  are  some  twenty  varieties  of  elect] ical  motors,  figured 
at  prices  ranging  from  3s.  to  40s.,  and  as  electrical  toys  are 
very  popular  with  the  rising  generation  there  ought  to  be  a 
good  outlet  for  some  of  these  when  well  displayed  by  the 
chemist.  The  list  also  contains  a  number  of  other  electric- 
ally propelled  toys,  a  series  of  working  models,  and  a  good 
form  of  graphophone. 

Dry-toning. — Mr.  J.  E.  Lockyer,  photographic  chemist, 
87  Evelyn  Street,  Deptford,  S.E.,  is  now  supplying  the 
ingredients  of  his  toning-solution  in  dry  form.  The 
ammonium  sulphocyanide  and  gold  chloride  are  contained 
in  separate  bottles  and  packed  in  a  neat  carton.    The  pur- 
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chaser  is  required  to  dissolve  each  iDgredient  in  16  oz.  of 
water  and  mix  equal  quantities  of  the  two  solutions  for  use. 
The  dry  form  of  sending  out  the  toning-bath  is  convenient, 
and  the  package  occupies  but  a  trifling  space  compared  with 
a  bottle  of  ready-made  toniDg-bath.  Mr.  Lockyer  also 
mentions  that  he  has  laid  down  plant  for  tubirjg  gold 
chloride,  and  that  he  intends  to  introduce  a  4-gr.  tube  to 
'•etail  at  8d. 

Carrier-tricycles. — The  Triumph  Cycle  Company 
(Limited),  of  Coventry,  have  an  excellent  exhibit  at  the 
National  Cycle  Show  at  the  Crystal  Palace  this  week. 
Amongst  the  articles  exhibited  are  four  types  of  the 
"Triumph"  carrier-tricycle:  Carrier  No.  1  on  the  box 
principle  ;  No.  2  fitted  with  a  wicker  basket  in  place  of  the 
box  ;  No.  3  an  open  box  ;  and  the  fourth  a  cycle  bath-chair. 
These  cycles  are  all  strongly  built  and  trustworthy,  an 
additional  advantage  being  that  the  van,  chair,  or  whatever 
it  may  be,  is  in  front  of  the  cyclist.  The  bath-chair  is  a 
decided  improvement  on  the  cumbersome  form  of  chair 
commonly  in  use,  and  is  especially  suitable  for  taking 
invalids  for  a  ride  into  the  country. 

Christmas  Trade. — There  is  little  directly  interesting  to 
the  druar-trade  in  the  Civil  Service  Supply  Association's 
special  Christmas  circular.  It  strikes  us  that  the  following 
i  b  ut  spices  might  be  ma'le  more  of  at  this  season  : — 

Mixed  spice,  finest,  4-oz.  tin=i,  5d. ;  8-oz.  tins,  8£<L  ;  1-lb.  tins, 
If.  M. 


Ground 

Whole 

2-oz. 

8-oz. 

Loose 

Loose 

Tins 

Tins 

Per  lb. 

Per  lb. 

s.  a. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Allspice   

0  6^ 

0  6 

Caraway-seeds     ...  ... 

0  4i 

0  5 

Cinnamon,  finest  ... 

0  3A 

1  10 

„  fine 

1  2 

Cloves,  Penang,  finest  ... 

0  1\ 

1  2 

„  fine 

0  9£ 

Ginger,  finest   

To 

1  0" 

,,      fine  ' 

0  9 

X)  9 

Mace   

0  6 

3  4 

Nutmegs,  best  quality 

0  4 

3  0 

„        second  quality 

2  0 

That  is  how  the  Association  quotes.  The  prices  are  "  fine,' 
but  they  bring  business. 


Colleae  motes. 


Football.— The  London  College  of  Pharmacy  football-team 
met  the  Square  in  a  League  fixture  on  November  24.  The  game 
resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  London  College  men  by  7  goals  to  nil. 
At  half-time  the  score  stood  at  2  to  nil  in  favour  of  London,  and 
in  the  second  half  5  more  goals  were  put  on. 

College  Diploma. —  One  of  the  nicest  designs  we  have  seen 
lately  for  a  college  diploma  reaches  us  from  Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie,  the 
West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy,  Glasgow.  The  certificate 
of  attendance  i3  flanked  on  either  side  by  vignettes  of  tall- 
chimneyed  chemical-work?,  and  beneath  is  displayed  an  assort- 
ment of  apparatus  used  in  pharmaceutical  manipulations.  The 
diploma,  will  form  a  handsome  addition  to  jhe  furnishing  of 
many  chemists'  offices  in  the  future. 

An  Enjoyable  Smoking-concekt  in  connection  with  the 
London  College  of  Pharmacy  Football  Club,  was  held  at  the 
Gauden  Hotel,  Clapham  Road,  on  November  24.  There  was  a 
good  muster  of  present  and  past  students,  and  Mr.  H.  Wootton, 
B  Sc.,  president  of  the  club,  was  in  the  chair,  while  Mr.  C.  E.  F. 
Vallefc  was  vice-chairman.  The  Chairman,  in  proposing  "  Success 
and  Prosperity  to  the  Football  Club,"  stated  that  they  had 
been  able  to  place  ai  excellent  teim  in  the  field  this  year, 
theirs  having  defeated  all  the  pharmaceutical  teams  with  whom 
they  had  played,  and  had  also  done  extremely  well  in  numerous 
other  matches.  In  the  Inter-Pharmacy  League  matches  London 
College  had  secured  21  goals  and  lost  none.  Mr.  W.  J.  Davies 
(captain),  in  responding,  said,  as  they  were  now  ahead  of  all 
other  League  clubs,  they  had  great  hopes  of  being  able  to  secure 
the  cup.  An  excellent  musical  programme  was  rendered  by  the 
Si  idents,  and  great  enthusiasm  prevailed. 


Gbe  pharmaceutical  Hvtar^ 


The  Nitrometer  Bird. 

From  it  conformation  it  is  not  difficult  to  surmise  that 
this  bird  is  not  in  the  aviary,  but  it  is  much  attached  to 
pharmaceutical  birds.  At  one  time  it  never  missed  the 
annual  bird  conference,  where  it  distinguished  itself  in 
various  ways,  and  made  the  birds  chuckle  by  warbling 
"  Where,  oh  where  is  Fanny  now  1 "  and  similar  topical  airs. 
It  is  fond  of  picking  things  to  pieces,  and  is  looked  up  to 
by  other  birds  of  the  same  propensity  ( Gallus  analytic  tin, 
var.  publicum),  who  watch  it  closely  and  do  the  same — if 
they  can.  It  is  very  versatile  ;  thus,  it  got  its  name  from  its 
fondness  for  spirit,  asther.  nit.,  and  has  quite  a  reputation 
for  Commercial  Organic  Analysis,  but  has  always  had  a 
special  liking  for  Sheffield  steel,  and  the  harder  it  is  the 
more  it  likes  it. 


Scientific  progress. 


Determination  of  Citral. — Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.'s 
chemists  have  examined  Parry's  process  for  the  determination  of 
citral,  and  conclude  that  it  gives  good  results.  They  do  not,  how- 
ever, regard  it  as  a  perfect  method  of  estimating  this  constituent 
in  oil  of  lemon,  as  the  reading  is  sometimes  obscured  by  the 
waxy  matter  present  in  the  oil.  This  is  a  difficulty  that  should 
easily  be  overcome. 

Estimation  of  Bismuth. — Hitherto  it  has  not  been  prac- 
ticable to  estimate  bismuth  in  the  electrolytic  method  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  deposit  of  the  metal  which  could 
be  well  washed  without  loss.  Balachowsky  (Comptes  Bendus, 
exxxi.,  179)  has  now  shown  that  this  metal  may  be  determined 
with  great  exactness  by  this  method  if  the  following  conditions 
are  observed  : — (1)  The  solution  should  be  but  very  faintly  acid  ; 

(2)  there  must  not  be  more  than  traces  of  halogens  present  ; 

(3)  the  current  strength  must  not  exceed  006  ampere;  (4)  the 
electrodes  should  be  depolarised.  The  experimental  results  he 
has  obtained  are  very  concordant. 

Purification    of   Alkaloids  Chandelon  (Chem.  Zeit., 

1900,  974)  has  examined  the  behaviour  of  a  number  of  alkaloids 
in  ethereal  solution  towards  picric  acid,  an  extension  of  the 
already  well-known  principle  that  the  salts  of  many  of  the 
alkaloids  are  insoluble  in  ether  and  chloroform.  He  finds  that 
the  following  alkaloids  nre  completely  precipitated  as  picrates 
from  their  ethereal  solution,  and  are  therefore  susceptible  of 
easier  purification  : — Cocaine,  quinidine,  atropine,  pilocarpine,  and 
strychnine.  The  following  are  partially  precipitated  : — Quinine, 
codeine,  brucine,  cinchonine,  nicotine,  thebaine,  and  papaverine. 
The  following  are  not  precipitated  at  all  :— Coniine,  veratrine, 
I  solanine,  colchicine,  aconitine,  caffeine,  and  theobromine. 
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©beervatfons  ant>  IReflectfons. 

By  Xbaysbb. 


Advertisers  are  going  about  with  very  long  faces  since 
that  decision  of  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  reported  last  week) 
construing  a  mere  pamphlet  into  a  legal  contract.  It  is 
tremendously  far-reaching,  and  though  it  strikes  at  the 
advertisers  of  proprietary  medicines  first  of  all,  it  does  not 
stop  there.  I  have  been  looking  through  some  magazines 
and  newspapers  to  find  openings  for  actions  for  breach  of 
contract,  and  I  thought  of  selecting  a  few  instances.  But 
that  would  be  invidious,  and,  besides,  there  are  still  a  good 
many  doubtful  points  The  advertiser  who  says  his  stuff  will 
give  instant  relief  in  toothache,  or  will  cure  typhus  fever  or 
plague,  makes  a  definite  proposal  which  by  accepting  and 
stamping  you  can  convert  into  a  contract.  But  what  about 
those  more  foxy  gentlemen  who  only  quote  what  other  people 
say  1  Or  those  who  suggest  results  by  pictures  such  as 
"  before  using  Paracelsus's  hair-restorer  "  and  after  using  it  ? 
In  his  last  book  Mark  Twain  deals  with  "the  lie  of  silent 
assertion,"  which,  he  says,  "  in  the  magnitude  of  its  territorial 
spread  is  one  of  the  most  majestic  lies  that  the  civilisations 
make  it  their  sacred  and  anxious  care  to  guard  and  watch 
and  propagate,"  and  he  says  he  has  ascertained  by  careful 
computation  that  silent  lies  are  in  proportion  to  spoken  lies 
as  22,894  to  1. 

*  *  *  * 

Contract  Created  by  Advertisement  is  not  new  in  law. 
An  interesting  case  was  fought  out  before  Mr.  Justice 
Hawkins  some  five  or  six  years  ago.  A  firm  advertised  that 
they  would  give  100Z.  to  anybody  who  had  influenza  after 
using  their  article.  A  lady  used  the  article,  had  influenza, 
and  sued  for  the  100Z.  The  action  came  before  Mr.  Justice 
Hawkins,  and  Mr.  Asquith  argued  for  the  defendants  that 
their  advertisement  was  just  tha  offer  of  a  bet,  and  nothing 
more  ;  anyway,  that  it  came  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Gambling  Act,  and  that  the  sum  at  stake  could  not  be 
recovered  by  legal  process.  I  was  in  the  court  at  the  time, 
and  watched  the  Judge  with  intense  interest.  He  struggled 
gallantly,  like  the  true  sportsman  he  is,  against  Mr.  Asquith 's 
powerful  but  revoltingly  cynical  advocacy.  But  I  fancied 
his  legal  conscience  urged  on  him  that  Mr.  Asquith's  reason- 
ing was  sound.  He  reserved  his  judgment,  however,  and  in 
a  fortnight  found  a  formula  to  satisfy  both  his  legal  qualms 
and  his  own  sense  of  justice,  for  he  gave  the  lady  her  100Z. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Poetry  op  Pharmacy,  its  artistic  ornaments,  its 
romance,  are  thus  being  stripped  off  bit  by  bit.  The 
novelist  may  describe  an  unknown  realm  in  Europe  and 
call  it  Ruritania,  and  people  it  with  kings,  and  lords,  and 
villains.  I  have  seen  a  bit  of  Sheffield  in  a  picture 
made  to  look  like  Palmyra;  but  we  who  have  medi- 
cines to  sell  may  not  let  our  imagination  wander  a  hair's 
breadth  on  our  advertisements,  or  we  are  liable  to  be  sued 
for  breach  of  contract.  Nor  dare  we  venture  far  from 
prosaic  accuracy  in  our  nomenclature,  or  we  shall  be  con- 
victed under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  or  the 
Merchandise-marks  Act.  We  are  being  dragooned  into 
veracity  by  Acts  of  Parliament  and  by  lawyers.  Our  old 
names,  like  milk  of  roses,  balm  of  Gilead,  milk  of  sulphur, 
seidlitz-powders,  citrate  of  magnesia,  and  violet-powder,  are 
scrutinised  with  malicious  intent  by  inspectors,  and  even 
though  the  world  may  want  to  be  deceived,  we  are  not 
permitted  to  oblige  it.  Then  again,  if  we  think  of  a  pretfy 
little  device  like  that  of  giving  an  extra  box  of  soap  to  a 
lassie  who  has  bought  twelve   others,   we  are  sternly 


denounced  by  the  P.A.T.A.  And  even  the  lovely  legend  that 
pharmacists  live  only  to  do  good  by  devoting  their  personal 
charms  and  energies  to  the  regeneration  of  mankind  is  dis- 
puted by  a  fortunately  insignificant  section  who  have  dared 
to  broach  the  theory  that  they  aim  to  create  goodwill  just 
as  the  common  grocers  and  drapers  do. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Etymology  op  Antimony,  as  raised  by  Dr.  Bcrdoe, 
is,  I  fear,  a  trap  for  the  unwary.  The  anecdote  related  by 
the  Duke  of  Sermoneta  has  a  suspicious  resemblance  to  the 
long-accepted  one  told  of  Basil  Valentine.  The  Duke'.-i 
theory,  however,  requires  us  to  trace  the  name  antimony  to 
jts  adjective,  antimonial,  and  from  this  back  to  antimonaeol. 
In  the  Basil  Valentine  story  we  get  the  word  ii  French 
exact— anti-moinr,  anti-monk.  Littrc,  however,  exploded  that 
pretty  derivation  by  discovering  the  word  in  the  writings  of 
Constantine  the  African,  who  lived  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eleventh  century,  nearly  four  hundred  years  before  Basil 
Valentine  was  born.  The  Duke  of  Sermoneta  is  discreetly 
cautious  about  dates,  attributing  the  origination  of  the  term 
vaguely  to  some  alchemists,  which  was  a  reference  wide 
enough  to  cover  pretty  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Christian 
era.  Anti-monos  (because  the  metal  was  never  found  alone), 
anti-menein  (because  it  fortifies  the  system),  and  anti- 
minium  (because  women  used  it  instead  of  red-lead  as  an 
eye-paint)  have  been  other  fanciful  derivations.  But  the 
most  interesting  notion  associated  with  the  etymology  of 
the  word — also  suggested,  I  believe,  by  Little — is  that  the 
now  generally  accepted  Arabic  original,  atlimvd  (becoming, 
in  barbarous  Latin,  atmun,  and,  afterwards,  antimonium),  was 
itself  derived  from  ithmid,  and  that  this  in  turn  was  at  one 
time  istkimmid,  which  was  almost  certainly  the  original  of 
the  Greek  stimmi,  which  became  stibi,  and  ultimately 
stibium.  So  that  our  two  names  for  the  metal,  antimony 
and  stibium,  are  thus  traced  to  a  common  origin. 

*  *  5i<  * 

The  Drug-company  Reports  summarised  last  week 
(Boots,  Lewis  &  Burrows,  and  Magor)  all  show  advances, 
and  from  a  financial  point  of  \iew  the  prospects  of  this  form 
of  enterpiise  are  improving.  Two  of  these  companies  have 
been  in  a  not  remote  past  among  the  deterrent  examples  of 
the  exploitation  of  pharmacy  by  limited  companies.  No 
one,  however,  can  follow  the  history  of  those  named  and 
similar  companies  without  perceiving  how  dependent  they 
all  are  on  the  personalities  of  their  managing  directors. 
This  fact  starts  at  us  in  the  three  paragraphs  published  last 
week,  or  at  least  is  apparent  to  those  who  know  the  inner 
history  of  these  ventures ;  and  though  it  is  not  quite  the 
same  kind  of  "personality"  as  that  which  is  so  much 
insisted  on  in  ordinary  pharmacy,  it  is  none  the  less  a  con- 
sideration which  should  militate  against  the  "goodwill" 
value  of  the  shares  as  a  medium  for  investment  or 
speculation. 

*  *  *  * 

Scotch  Law  is  an  amazement  and  a  mystery  to  me,  and 
therefore  1  do  not  venture  to  comment  on  "  the  record  "in  the 
case  of  Strachan  v.  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  beyond  saying  that  I  cannot  make  out  why  the  plain- 
tiff— I  mean  the  pursuer — should  have  asked  for  anything 
more  than  to  have  his  31  2.v.,  which  he  alleges  the  defendants 
overcharged  him,  returned  to  him.  Surely  that  would  have 
sufficiently  "  declared  "  the  interpretation  of  the  by-law. 

*  *  *  * 
Imprisonment  for  an  infringement  of  Section  15  of  the 

Pharmacy  Act  is  a  new  development,  and  would,  I  should 
think,  be  impossible  in  England.  It  is  curious  it  should  be 
resorted  to  in  Scotland,  where  the  sheriffs  have  generally 
leaned  more  towards  leniency  than  some  of  us  thought  cir- 
cumstances warranted.  It  will  be  interesting  to  know 
whether  the  Linlithgow  young  gentleman  preferred  the 
three  days  in  prison  to  parting  with  31.  2s.  Qd.,  but  if  he  and 
half  a  dozen  others  like  him  have  grit  enoujh  to  suffer  the 
threatened  martyrdom  they  will  make  the  enforcement  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  in  Scotland  a  mu^h  more  unpopular 
business  than  it  has  ever  been  yet. 
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SANTAS 

DISINFECTANTS 


NON-POIS 


and  may  therefore  be  retailed  free  of 
all  restrictions. 


THE  '  SANTAS"  CO.,  Li,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON, 

Manufacturers  of  all  hinds  of 
DISINFECTANTS  and  SANITARY  APPLIANCES. 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

Brewery  :  LONDON,  NaW* 

WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.W. 
WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTCAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCH*CERMAN 

PROPRIETAUr  MEDICINES 


ORDERS   PROMPTLY  EXECUTED. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 


There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  foe 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  ar.d 
abroad.  Advice  in  the  first  instance  free. 


56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 


Can  be 
obtained  from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins, 
7d.,  and  in  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 
SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO,  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  LA. 

14  BOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  F.<\ 


iiiiiii 

r"J  n  , .>r/r. ,v  ' r'-.-i r ! ,- . 


O-.  SI.  MUMFOKD 

FARR1NGDON    ROAD.    LONDON,  E.C. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

21  /cwt. 

20  /  cwt. 

21/  cwt. 

!           Finest  Pure 

STARCH  POWDER 

1  0  Aewt 
25/  cwt. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No.  I  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

No.  2  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

21  /  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/ewV 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18  /  cwt. 

Finest 
TART  ACID 

Lowst  Cur. 
Prices 

not 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ It. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

1/lb- 

*  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  P.ailway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
lot  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
ana  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail 
1  lOiioon  at  above  prices. 

Ebitorial  Comments. 


Photographic  Slowness. 

There  has  been  a  recrudescence  in  our  Correspondence 
columns  of  the  question  of  the  dilatoriness  of  photographic 
dealers.  The  complaints  were  all  to  the  same  effect,  and  we 
have  thought  it  would  do  good  if  we  called  upon  the  London 
wholesale  photographic  dealers  to  see  what  could  be  done 
in  the  matter,  and  especially  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the 
facts.  The  result  of  our  inquiries  shows  that  the  dealer's 
side  is  worth  listening  to.  Whilst  he  readily  admits  that 
he  has  faults,  he  gives  excellent  reasons  why  he  cannot  in 
some  cases  fill  the  whole  of  a  customer's  order.  It  becomes 
apparent,  on  the  slightest  consideration  of  the  question,  that 
a  dealer  would  not  despatch  part  of  an  order  only  if  he 
could  place  himself  in  a  position  to  execute  the  whole, 
because  partial  fulfilment  involves  a  large  amount  of  extra 


December  1,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


887 


clerical  work,  with  consequent  expenses,  which,  as  a  busi- 
ness-man, he  would  naturally  avoid.  We  have  convinced 
ourselves  from  actual  inspection  that  the  stocks  held  by  the 
wholesale  dealers  whom  we  have  interviewed  are  ample  for 
the  purpose  of  their  business  ;  but  it  appears  there  are  inse- 
parable difficulties  in  keeping  every  portion  of  the  stock  up  to 
high-water  mark.  We  may  give  a  number  of  specific  instances 
where  delay  has  been  caused  in  executing  orders  because 
the  manufacturers  could  not  make  their  goods  fast  enough. 
For  example,  last  summer  a  platemaker,  whose  plates  have 
become  rapidly  popular,  anticipating  that  his  factory  was 
not  big  enough,  started  to  enlarge  it,  and  sent  out  notice  to 
dealers  that  "  shortages "  rnight  be  expected.  Notwith- 
standing this  he  was  completely  overcome  with  orders  for  at 
least  six  months,  and  the  wholesale  dealer  had  to  bear  the 
brunt,  for  he  could  only  get  a  fraction  of  his  orders  filled. 
Thus,  if  he  ordered  1,000  gross  of  a  particular  size  plate 
from  this  maker,  he  would  perhaps  have  to  be  content  with 
100  gross,  although  in  the  meantime  he  very  likely  had 
accumulated  orders  exceeding  that  quantity  many  times 
over.  This  actually  happened  in  one  case,  and  we  observe 
that  some  of  the  complaints  addressed  to  us  were  in  respect 
to  these  plates.  Another  instance  we  had  put  to  us  was  that 
of  a  new  paper  introduced  some  months  ago  and  extensively 
advertised  to  the  laity,  when  a  good  demand  set  in  ;  but  the 
maker  was  unable  to  supply  the  article  for  three  months  after 
it  was  first  announced  to  the  public.  Meanwhile  he  kept  on 
advertising,  and,  of  course,  chemists  were  getting  orders  and 
sending  them  for  execution  to  the  wholesale  distributor,  who, 
in  his  turn,  explained  to  the  retailer  that  the  paper  would 
"follow,"  or  something  to  that  effect.  The  wholesaler 
naturally  gets  the  blame,  for  is  not  the  article  advertised  1  Is 
not  the  maker  creating  the  demand,  and  why  should 
anyone  be  so  peculiar  as  to  do  that  and  not  supply 
he  goods?  Yet  that  is  actually  what  has  happened. 
These  peculiarities  of  business  are  rare  in  the  photographic 
trade  compared  with  the  trouble  about  sundries,  which  are 
the  most  fertile  source  of  delay  in  the  whole  business. 
One  has  only  to  look  through  a  dealer's  list  and  note  the 
thousands  of  different  patterns  of  photographic^appliances 
to  realise  what  it  means  to  keep  stock  of  every  single  thing. 
Here,  again,  in  many  cases,  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
getting  supplies  from  the  makers.  At  one  of  the  large 
houses  we  looked  through  a  few  files  of  orders  so  as  to  judge 
whether  the  proportion  of  completely-executed  orders  was 
large  or  small.  We  found  it  surprisingly  small,  and  in  those 
cases  where  a  "  remainder "  occurred  we  considered  the 
explanation  reasonable.  The  remedy  seems  to  be  the  exer- 
cise of  a  little  tact  and  forbearance  by  the  retailer.  There 
is  also  in  some  cases  room,  we  were  told,  for  a  certain 
amount  of  substitution — a  thing  which  applied  to  medicines 
chemists  have  a  horror  of.  Suppose,  for  example,  a  par- 
ticular kind  of  lamp  is  required,  and  that  pattern  cannot  be 
supplied  for  a  few  days,  it  should  not  be  very  difficult  to  get 
a  customer  to  take  another  pattern  which  only  differs  from 
the  one  ordered  in  the  position,  say,  of  the  ventilating-holes- 
It  may  be  some  satisfaction  to  our  correspondents  to  know 
that  the  delays  in  filling  orders  cause  quite  as  much  worry 
to  the  dealer  as  to  the  chemist,  and  that  the  photographic 
trade  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds  in  spite  of  these 
drawbacks. 


Professor  Balfour  Speaks  Out. 

We  have  kept  our  readers  well  posted  in  regard  to  the  fee 
dispute  which  arose  last  year  between  the  Board  of 
Examiners  for  Scotland  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
respecting  the  interpretation  of  the  by-laws  that  deal  with 


the  absence  of  candidates  from  or  failure  in  the  examina- 
tions. There  has  been  a  persistent  endeavour  on  the  part  of 
the  Society's  journal  to  scoff  at  our  exposure,  and  the 
Council  of  the  Society  has  adopted  a  line  of  action  opposed 
to  the  Board  of  Examiners.  Professor  Bayley  Balfour,  F.E.S., 
who  as  a  member  of  the  Board  interested  himself  greatly  in 
the  matter,  resigned  his  position  as  a  protest  against  the 
treatment  he  had  experienced.  In  reporting  the  matter  on 
October  6,  we  stated  that  he  had  "taken  the  step  because 
the  Council  had  not  fulfilled  the  promise  made  to  the  Scotch 
Board."  It  appears  that  this  is  too  wide  a  generalisation, 
and  in  consequence  Professor  Balfour  has  written  an  open 
letter  to  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Examiners 
for  Scotland.  This  letter  is  the  first  inside  light  we  have  had 
on  the  matter — it  embodies  several  interesting  documents. 
With  the  exception  of  one  little  paragraph  it  deals  ex- 
clusively with  the  by-laws  applicable  to  the  case  of  a  candi- 
date from  Manchester,  who  in  July,  1899,  appeared  in 
Edinburgh  for  the  second  part  of  the  Minor  examination 
while  suffering  from  acute  rheumatism.  The  Board  excused 
his  attendance,  and  informed  him  that  he  would  be  examined 
again  on  payment  of  a  shilling.  The  Registrar  of  the  Society 
(acting  on  English  precedents)  took  a  different  view  of  the 
matter,  and  informed  the  candidate  that  31.  3s.  would  be  the 
figure.  Then  the  trouble  began.  There  was  a  good  summary 
of  the  whole  matter  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
September  8,  page  403.  A  year's  simmering  has  sufficeel 
to  give  the  dispute  an  importance  that  the  actual  amount  of 
coin  of  the  realm  involved  by  it  scarcely  warrants.  Professor 
Balfour  is  quite  within  his  rights  in  removing  any  wrong 
impression  which  our  paragraph  of  October  6  might  have 
given  rise  to,  and  that  is  the  object  of  his  open  letter.  It 
narrates  at  somewhat  greater  length  than  our  paragraph  of 
September  8  the  events  which  led  up  to  the  altera- 
tion of  the  by-laws  in  July  last.  The  President 
of  the  Society  (Mr.  Martindale)  discussed  the 
matter  with  the  Scotch  Board  in  October,  1839,  and  endea- 
voured to  show  the  members  that  a  candidate  who  has 
attended  one  part  of  the.  examination  and  not  another 
must  be  considered  as  "  failed,"  seeing  that  his  name  does 
not  appear  in  the  pass-list.  If  that  is  so,  the  candidate  falls 
into  the  three-guinea  lot.  But  the  members  of  the  Board 
were  not  convinced,  and  stated  their  view  so  ably  as  to 
impress  Mr.  Martindale.  While  the  matter  was  still  under 
consideration,  Professor  Balfour,  during  a  vis.it  to  London 
last  winter,  had  a  talk  with  Mr.  Carteighe  about  it,  and  they 
appear  to  have  arrived  at  a  satisfactory  modus  Vivendi.  It 
was  proposed  to  put  on  record,  if  the  Council  agreed, 
that  examinees  who  had  atteneled  one  part  of  the  exami- 
nation, and  failed  to  attend  the  second,  would  come  into  the 
by-law  which  allows  the  Boards  or  Council  to  impose  a  re- 
examination fee  of  a  shilling  or  a  guinea.  That  was  prac- 
tically the  point  that  the  Scotch  Board  was  contending  for. 
Later  it  appeared  necessary  to  alter  the  by-laws  of  the 
Society,  and  it  is  now  well  known  that  the  by-laws  approved 
at  the  general  meeting  of  the  Society  in  August  last  in- 
clude an  alteration  of  By-law  Section  X  ,  subsection  23 
which  brings  half-passed  candidates  definitely  into  the  non- 
failure  group.  So  much  gained.  But  the  new  by-law  has 
dropped  out  the  shilling,  and  the  Boards  of  Examiners  anel 
the  Council  have  no  option  but  to  charge  the  guinea  to  those 
who  absent  themselves — sick  or  not.  This,  as  we  have  explained 
in  several  previous  issues,  is  the  point  which  has  incensed  the 
Scotch  Board  of  Examiners,  equally  with  the  Scotch  members 
of  the  Society,  and  it  provoked  the  petition  to  the  Privy  Council 
promoted  by  the  latter  (see  C.  <f  £>.,  August  25,  page  344). 
Professor  Balfour's  letter  is  a  piquant  expose  of  the  negotia- 
tions in  which  he  took  so  active  a  part  and  of  the  position 
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from  his  point  of  view.  We  were  inclined  to  treat  it  merely 
as  an  incident  in  pharmaceutical  controversy,  when  suddenly 
its  interest  was  accentuated.  We  learnt  on  Wednesday 
morning  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  solicitors  in 
Edinburgh  that  they  regard  the  open  letter  as  an  act  of 
contempt  of  Court  (referring  to  the  case  of  Strachan  v.  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society),  and  they  had  called  upon  Professor 
Balfour  to  stop  its  circulation  and  publication,  else  they 
would  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Court.  It 
appears  that  the  solicitors  acted  on  urgent  and  imperative 
instructions  from  London.  We  wonder  what  has  tickled  our 
authorities  here  to  such  unparalleled  activity.  Even  the 
Lord  Advocate  was  called  in  to  give  the  weight  of  his  great 
authority  on  law  generally  and  Scotch  law  particularly,  and 
in  the  circumstances  Professor  Balfour  acquiesced  in  the 
suggestion,  or  threat,  that  he  should  withdraw  the  letter. 
That  is  kind  of  him  ;  for  we  feel  sure  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  and  the  members  of  the  Society  would  regret  to 
make  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  their  first  prisoner. 
Worse  than  this  calamity  might  have  happened,  for  the 
Privy  Council  still  has  the  amended  by-laws  under  con- 
sideration, and  it  is  terrible  to  think  what  would  become  of 
the  right  honourable  members  thereof,  including  her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  if  they  express  an  opinion, 
especially  one  favourable  to  the  Scotch  view,  respecting 
By-law  Section  X.,  subsection  23,  while  that  case  in  the 
Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  is  sub  judicel 


Arsenic  in  Beer. 

Me.  William  Kirkby,  the  well-known  Manchester  pharma- 
cist, has  made  an  interesting  discovery  in  connection  with  an 
epidemic  of  arsenical  poisoning  which  has  been  afflicting  the 
working  classes  of  Manchester  for  some  months.  Many 
cases  diagnosed  as  alcoholic  neuritis  were  admitted  into  the 
infirmaries,  and  as  they  grew  in  number,  and  the  medical  men 
compared  notes,  the  conclusion  was  arrived  at  that  the 
illness  was  not  neuritis  at  all,  but  arsenical  poisoning.  The 
trouble  was  traced  to  beer,  and  samples  from  various 
breweries  were  examined,  and  found  by  Mr.  Kirkby  and 
others  to  contain  arsenic.  How  the  arsenic  came  to  be 
there  was  the  difficulty,  but  Mr.  Kirkby  finally  traced  it  to 
the  "  saccharine,"  and  glucose  which  are  largely  used  in 
brewing.  These  substances  are  made  by  hydrolysing  starch 
by  means  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  makers  seem  to  have 
used  crude  vitriol  containing  arsenic,  with  the  result  that 
the  poison  has  remained  in  the  product.  This  is  especially 
interesting  to  pharmacists  in  view  of  the  recent  arsenical 
sodium-phosphate  cases,  some  chemists  having  thrown  doubt 
on  the  suggestion  that  the  arsenic  came  from  the  vitriol 
used.  The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  analyses 
which  Mr.  Kirkby  communicates  to  this  week's  Medical 
Press  as  an  appendix  to  a  report  by  Dr.  T.  N.  Kelynack  on 
the  arsenical  poisoning  : — 

Up  to  this  moment  I  have  examined  three  samples  of  invert 
sugar ;  two  of  these  are  contaminated  to  an  equal  extent,  and  cer- 
tainly have  a  common  origin  ;  one  (of  London  origin)  is  free  from 
arsenic.  In  addition  to  these  I  have  been  furnished  with  three 
specimens  of  so-called  chip-glucose  (starch-glucose),  and  of  these 
one  is  arsenical,  while  the  other  two  are  free  from  atsenic.  .  .  . 
The  variations  of  arsenical  poisoning  will  not  ouly  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  impurity  in  the  sugar,  but  also  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  used  by  the  several  brewers.  ...  It  behoves  all 
users  of  sulphuric  acid  to  be  upon  their  guard,  and  to  insist  upon 
the  supply  of  an  arsenic-free  acid,  as  this  most  certainly  is  the 
most  likely  article  to  be  responsible  for  the  evil.  Indeed,  it  is 
time  that  a  standard  test  should  be  adopted  to  be  applied  to  all 
sulphuric  acid  that  is  likely  to  come  into  contact  with  articles  of 
food. 

Mr.  Kirkby  concludes  by  expressing  indebtedness  to  Mr. 
Roy  for  assistance,  and  to  Messrs.  Jewsbury  &  Brown  for 


the  use  of  their  laboratories  and  other  facilities  in  prose- 
cuting his  work.  The  arsenical  poisoning  is  exceedingly 
widespread,  and  is  causing  intense  alarm  throughout  the 
northern  counties  of  England.  Many  fatal  cases  are  re- 
corded, and  doctors  are  beginning  to  recognise  that  cases  of 
illness  which  they  have  regarded  as  something  else  have 
really  been  arsenical  poisoning.  There  is  an  excellent 
chance  for  the  Pure  Beer  Bill  now,  and  for  the  local  authori 
ties  to  show  what  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  can  do  to 
protect  the  public. 


THE  TROUBLES  OF  THE  CUTTER. 

The  P.A.T.A.  has  recently  unveiled  a  peculiar  instance  of 
the  trouble  there  is  in  getting  protected  goods  by  those  who 
are  on  the  black-list.  An  employ6  of  Day's  Drug  Company 
(Limited),  who  had  a  friend,  a  clerk  with  Messrs.  G.  B.  Kent 
&  Sons  (Limited),  Farringdon  Road,  E.C.,  got  this  friend  to 
order  for  him  certain  P.A.T.A.  goods  from  Messrs.  John 
Sanger  &  Sons  on  Messrs.  Kent's  business-paper.  This  order 
was  given  to  Day's  employe,  and  when  subsequently  pre- 
sented to  Messrs.  Sanger  was  accompanied  by  cash.  This 
order  appears  to  have  been  executed,  and  a  second  one  was 
presented ;  but  by  this  time  the  P.A.T.A.  had  got  the  hint 
from  Messrs.  Sanger,  and  inquired  at  Messrs.  Kent's  what  it 
all  meant.  They  knew  nothing  about  it,  but  quickly  started 
a  searching  inquiry,  discovered  the  culprit,  discharged  him, 
and  so  the  little  game  has  been  stopped.  The  second  order 
was  not  executed. 

THE  SUCCESSFUL  ASSISTANT. 

One  of  the  Grocers'  Exhibition  competitions  was  on  the 
qualifications  necessary  for  becoming  a  successful  assistant, 
and  the  following  is  the  winning  statement  thereof : — 

1.  Be  at  business  prompt  to  time.  2.  Always  be  neat  and  clean 
in  appearance.  3.  Cultivate  a  habit  of  being  polite  on  all  occa- 
sions, notwithstanding  provocation.  4.  Do  not  imagine  that  your 
interests  are  antagonistic  to  your  employer's ;  it  is  a  common 
failing,  and  is  always  fatal  to  success.  5.  Always  be  on  the  look- 
out to  suggest  any  improvements  in  display  of  goods  or  general 
arrangement  of  shop.  6.  Never  be  hasty  in  manner  in  dealing 
with  customers  who  shop  late  ;  it  is  one  of  the  little  worries  a 
grocer  has  to  submit  to,  and  a  show  of  willingness  does  more  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  than  anything  else.  7.  Keep  yourself  well 
informed  of  current  trade  news  and  novelties.  8.  Learn  by  heart 
all  selling-prices,  and  keep  yourself  continually  posted  in  them. 
9.  Lose  no  opportunity  of  picking  up  hints  or  ideas  likely  to  be 
of  service  to  you  in  business,  and  act  upon  them.  10.  Never  be 
afraid  of  work  or  overtime  when  necessary  ;  it  is  valuable  experi- 
ence if  properly  used.  11.  Never  make  a  show  of  false  pride 
when  any  "dusting"  or  similar  work  requires  to  be  done. 
12.  Study  ticket-writing.  13.  Always  endeavour  to  work  harmo- 
niously with  your  fellow-assistants.  11.  Always  try  to  satisfy 
customers. 

Most  of  these  qualifications  are  applicable  to  chemists,' 
assistants.    We  commend  them  to  their  consideration. 

THE  CAPSULE  PRIZE. 

We  mentioned  very  briefly  a  few  weeks  ago  that  the 
Antwerp  Society  of  Pharmacy  is  offering  a  prize  for  a  capsule- 
making  machine.  The  Secretary  of  the  Society  has  since 
informed  us  of  the  conditions  of  the  competition,  which  are 
as  follows :  — 

1.  The  apparatus  must  be  a  counter-apparatus  which  will 
enable  the  pharmacist  to  make  capsules  of  such  ingredients  or 
mixtures  of  ingredients  as  doctors  may  prescribe. 

2.  The  apparatus  must  not  cost  more  than  25f.  (11.).  Should 
facility  of  working  bo  equal,  preference  will  be  given  to  the 
cheapest. 

3.  The  prize  offered  is  lOOf.  ($1.).  The  competition  closes  on 
December  31.  The  apparatus,  with  explanatory  particulars,  should 
be  sent  to  Mons.  Daels,  President  de  la  Socie'te  de  Pharmacie, 
Place  St.  Pauls  14,  Antwerp.  The  prize  apparatus  will  become 
the  property  of  the  Society. 

We  daresay  there  are  a  few  British  pharmacists  who  can 
give  new  ideas  in  this  art. 
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"DOCTORS  AT  SEA." 

All  chemists  who  have  had  anything  to  do  with  the  fitting 
of  ship's  medicine-chests  are  familiar  with  "  The  Ship 
Captain's  Medical  Guide."  It  contains  some  quaint  informa- 
tion, but  a  recently  published  edition  is  exceptionally  funny. 
The  Daily  Express  has  got  hold  of  a  copy  of  it,  and  muses 
thereon  in  the  following  terms : — 

At  the  end  of  the  book  are  receipts  for  various  diseases,  with 
reference  numbers.  Some  of  these  reference  numbers  in  the  body 
of  the  book,  where  the  diseases  are  described,  are  printed  in- 
correctly. Say  an  unlucky  seaman  falls  down  a  hatchway  and 
bruises  his  shins  severely.  The  skipper  outs  with  his  "  Medical 
Guide,"  turns  up  "  Bruises,"  and  finds  "  Receipt  No.  12  "  recom- 
mended. He  turns  to  the  back  of  the  book,  finds  "Receipt 
No.  12,"  and  presumably  administers  it.  "  Receipt  No.  12  "  is  a 
first-class  receipt  for  alum  gargle. 

For  scarlet  fever  "  Receipt  No.  15  "  is  advised.  Receipt  No.  15 
is  a  "  soothing  lotion."  It  is  a  versatile  specific,  and  is  recom- 
mended also  for  pleurisy.  These  are  mild  instances.  The  alum 
gargle  and  the  soothing  lotion,  even  if  they  do  not  do  the  sufferers 
much  good,  will  at  least  do  them  no  harm.  Not  so  some  of  the 
other  cures  which  the  printer  advises. 

"  The  Ship  Captain's  Medical  Guide  "  is  compiled  by  a  late 
medical  officer,  and  revised  by  a  present  medical  inspector  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  is  "  authorised  "  by  the  Board.  The  Board, 
however,  disclaim  any  responsibility  for  advising  captains  to  give 
bruised  seamen  alum  gargle,  and  for  the  other  eccentricities.  "  The 
'  Guide '  is  not  a  Government  publication  at  all,"  said  an  official. 
"  We  simply  authorise  it.  I  may  say,  however,  that  directly  the 
errors  were  discovered  an  errata  slip  was  inserted  in  the  unsold 
copies." 

Messrs.  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co  ,  who  publish  the  "  Guide," 
informed  an  Express  representative  that  very  few  copies  were  sold 
before  the  errors  were  discovered. 

The  "  Guide,"  with  the  errors  in  it,  may  be  a  bibliophilic 
wonder  yet.  The  curious  among  our  subscribers  who  have 
it  in  stock  should  examine  their  copies. 

A  LOST  ART. 

"  The  art  of  prescribing  is  almost  lost,"  bewails  a  candid 
writer  in  the  Scalpel.  Only  in  country  practice,  he  says,  is 
it  preserved  by  the  general  practitioner,  and  the  consultant 
occasionally  prescribes.  The  writer  has  in  his  possession  one 
hundred  prescriptions  from  leading  medical  men,  and  seventy 
of  these  call  for  preparations  or  compounds  of  what  are  really 
patent  medicines  ending  in  "  ine,"  "  in,"  "  on,"  or  "  al."  The 
tablet  question  he  thinks  a  very  serious  one  for  the  general 
practitioner,  on  account  of  the  dangerous  system  of  self- 
medication  it  has  induced.  The  chemist,  he  admits,  is  within 
his  rights  in  pushing  his  wares  by  circular  or  other  advertise- 
ment, but  the  medical  profession  is  weak  in  yielding  to  his 
blandishments.  As  a  remedy  he  suggests  the  formation  of  a 
"  Galenical  Society"  for  the  study  of  drugs  and  therapeutics, 
the  members  of  which  would  be  bound  to  use  only  pbarma- 
copceial  preparations  and  medicines  which  are  not  patented. 
The  editor  of  the  Scalpel  does  not  think  it  would  be  possible 
to  start  such  a  society,  or,  if  started,  that  it  would  long 
exist.  We  are  somewhat  of  the  same  opinion,  but  the 
suggestion  is,  we  imagine,  not  an  unwelcome  one  to  many 
good  pharmacists  in  this  country. 

IS  IT  INFAMOUS   IN  A  PROFESSIONAL  SENSE? 

During  the  present  session  of  the  General  Medical  Council 
a  case  will  be  considered  of  great  importance  to  pharmacy 
in  Scotland.  It  is  well  known  that  many  medical  men  theie, 
especially  in  the  west,  keep  open  shop,  and  a  considerable 
number  or  assistants  employed  in  such  shops  have  been 
fined  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  poisons,  they  being 
unqualified.  The  attention  of  the  General  Medical  Council 
has  been  called  to  the  matter,  and  it  is  proposed  to  consider 
the  case  of  a  medical  practitioner.  The  point  for  settlement 
appears  to  be :  Is  a  registered  medical  practitioner  who 
employs  an  unqualified  person  to  sell  poisons,  knowing  that 
he  thereby  infringes  the  Pharmacy  Act,  guilty  of  infamous 
conduct  in  a  professional  sense. 


THE   SMILE  REMAINS. 

Some  nineteen  years  ago  Mr.  Francis  Galton,  F.R.S , 
devised  a  method  of  obtaining  composite  photographs  so  as 
to  get  a  type  face.  The  same  scientist  demonstrated  before 
the  Royal  Photographic  Society  on  Wednesday  a  method  he 
has  just  devised  of  recording  that  which  is  individual  in  the 
expression.  Mr.  Galton  calls  the  process  "  analytical  por- 
traiture," and  it  will  be  seen  it  is  the  opposite  to  the  composite- 
photograph  idea.  Portraits  are  taken,  for  instance,  of  a 
man  with  (a)  normal  expression,  and  (//)  when  smiling. 
Now,  if  a  transparency  from  negative  a  is  placed  on  the 
negative,  a  print  may  be  taken  which  will  be  found  to  con- 
tain certain  parts  only  of  the  expression.  If  the  positive 
obtained  from  the  negative  a  be  put  on  negative  h,  details 
which  occur  in  both  are  obliterated,  with  the  result  that  only 
the  smile  is  left.  This  is  only  the  outline  of  the  process,  as 
great  care  has  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  tones  of  the 
positives  and  negatives,  and  the  final  deduction  of  the 
individuality  is  made  in  a  triple  camera  furnished  with  three 
lenses  and  prisms.  When  the  process  is  developed,  it  may 
become  of  great  use  to  physiologists  and  artists  in  analysing 
expression.  Already  the  result  in  tho  "  smile  "  portrait 
shows  that  the  whole  of  the  human  face  is  involved  in  the 
act,  and  not  meroly  a  few  muscles  round  the  mouth,  as  was 
formerly  supposed. 


Hiciueuet)  Carbolic  Hdo. 

By  E.  W.  Lucas,  F.C.S. 


LIQUEFIED  CARBOLIC  ACID  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, prepared  by  adding  10  parts  by  weight  of  water 
to  100  parts  by  weight  of  phenol,  is  extremely  unsatisfactory 
on  account  of  the  comparatively  low  temperature  at  which 
congelation  takes  place. 

The  melting-point  of  a  large  number  of  samples  of  phenol 
in  detached  crystals  was  determined  and  found  to  average 
39"5°  C.  The  sp.  gr.  at  the  melting-point  varied  from  1061 
to  1065,  and  averaged  1  064. 

The  sp.  gr.  of  liquefied  acid  prepared  from  these  samples 
varied  from  1064  to  1  068  at  15'5°  C.  The  lowest  tem- 
perature at  which  the  liquid  could  be  kept  fluid  was  13  5°  C. 

It  is  obvious  that  in  the  winter  in  this  country  the  official 
preparation  will  be  more  or  less  solid  and  will  not  be  avail- 
able for  use.  Moreover,  the  proportion  of  phenol  (90  9  per 
cent,  by  weight)  is  not  convenient  for  calculating  small 
quantities  for  dispensing  or  making  lotions,  presumably  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  included  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Experimenters  have  sought  to  lower  the  congealing-point 
of  liquefied  carbolic  acid  by  the  substitution  of  alcohol  or 
glycerin  for  part  of  the  water.  The  writer  in  repeating 
certain  experiments  has  found  that  the  introduction  of  a 
small  proportion  of  alcohol  (about  3  per  cent.)  lowers  the 
freezing-point  to  nearly  6°  C.  A  similar  result  is  brought 
about  by  increasing  the  quantity  of  the  water.  Thus,  Umney 
has  recently  shown  that  the  melting-point  on  solidification 
of  phenol  liquefied  by  the  addition  of  15  parts  by  weight  of 
water  to  100  parts  by  weight  of  phenol  (86  9  per  cent,  by 
weight)  will  be  lowered  to  6  5°  C. 

These  modifications,  however,  possess  the  same  objection 
as  the  official  formula  in  that  no  simple  relationship  exists 
between  the  proportions  of  phenol  and  water.  If,  for 
instance,  1  dr.  of  phenol  is  ordered  in  a  lotion  the 
requisite  quantity  of  the  liquid  preparation  can  only  be 
arrived  at  after  a  calculation  by  weighing.  If  the  quantity 
is  measured  it  will  only  be  approximately  correct,  because 
no  account  is  taken  of  the  final  volume. 

The  writer  proposes  the  adoption  of  a  preparation  con- 
taining 5  parts  by  weight  of  phenol  in  6  parts  by  volume. 
This  mixture,  made  by  melting  50  oz.  of  phenol  and  adding 
sufficient  distilled  water  to  produce  3  pints,  has  a  sp.  gr.  of 
about  1  058  and  contains  78  8  per  cent,  of  phenol.  It  does 
not  congeal  until  nearly  2°  C,  so  that  'it  is  available  for 
measuring  under  all  ordinary  conditions.  As  every  fluid 
drachm  contains  50  gr.  of  phenol  the  convenience  to  the 
dispenser  will  be  largely  increased. 
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NOVEMBER  22  this  year  being  the  jubilee  of  the  founda- 
tion of  No.  10  New  Cavendish  Street  as  a  chemist's 
business,  Mr.  Martindale  presided  at  a  little  supper  to  which 
some  of  the  past  and  present  hands  were  invited,  the  visitors 
including  Mr.  W.  K.  Hopkin  (the  surviving  founder),  Dr.  W. 
Wynn  Westcott,  Coroner  for  North-East  London,  Messrs.  G.  S. 
Taylor,  H.  C.  Everson,  E.  R.  Marsh,  C.  J.  Mills,  W.  J.  Ignatius 
Philp,  S.  A.  Walton,  E.  H.  Lee,  Harold  Wilson.  The  toasts  were 
"  The  Queen,"  "  The  Founders,"  "  The  Staff,"  "  The  '  Guvnor  ' 
and  Family,"  and  "  The  Old  Hands."  Mr.  Hopkin,  in  reply- 
ing for  "  The  Founders,"  said  that  to  look  back  fifty  years 
was  calculated  to  unnerve  a  man  a  bit  ;  nevertheless,  he 
gave  some  very  interesting  details  of  the  "fifties  "  which  are 
included  among  the  "reminiscences"  below.  The  memory 
of  the  late  joint  founder  (Mr.  John  Williams)  was  honoured 
in  silence. 

Mr.  Martindale,  in  proposing  "  The  Staff,"  gave  a  short 
account  of  his  work  with  his  men.  On  May  23,  1873,  he  took 
over  the  premises,  and  had  devoted  himself  to  building  up 
the  dispensing-department,  which  had  been  neglected  to  such 
an  extent  that  one  day  during  his  first  year  he  made  not  a 
single  entry  in  the  day-book,  and  on  another  occasion  the 
returns  were  only  Is.  3d.  The  prescriptions  copied  now 
number  abDut  200,000.  Dr.  Westcott  said  that  in  all  his 
lengthy  work  with  his  colleague  in  the  editing  of  the  Extra 
Pharmacopoeia,  not  once  had  a  cross  word  passed  between 
them.  Mr.  Everson,  a  trusted  old  employe  of  Messrs.  Hopkin 
&  Williams,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  other  gentlemen  also  spoke,  Mr. 
Marsh  being  of  the  opinion  that  their  chairman  would  have 
been  a  millionaire  had  he  devoted  his  knowledge  to  selfish 
ends  instead  of  giving  it  pro  bono  publico.  Mr.  Walton  pro- 
vided a  most  amusing  imaginary  kinematograph  entertain- 
ment, introducing  occurrences  at  "  No.  10 "  in  his  time. 
There  was  some  music  during  the  evening,  which  was 
altogether  a  delightful  one.  We  append  a  digest  of  the 
Reminiscences : — ■ 

On  November  22,  1850,  two  young  men  named  Hopkin 
and  William?,  aged  respectively  24  and  23,  left  the  employ 
of  "  Old  Morson,"  to  commence  business  together  at  10 
New  Cavendish  Street.  They  were  of  somewhat  different 
temperaments,  which  possibly  accounts  for  the  fact  that 
they  never  h\d  any  serious  disagreement  during  their  forty 
years'  association. 

Their  trade  was  to  be  principally  manufacturing  che- 
micals, but  there  was  an  excellent  opportunity  in  ths 
neighbourhood  for  a  dispensing-establishment,  and  1hey  did 
not  a' together  neglect  it.  They  commenced  their  first  pre- 
scription^ wk — it  measures  8  by  4|-  by  1  inches — religiously 
with  the  number  '■  1,"  and  in  it  copied  exactly  500  pre- 
scriptions. Book  No.  2  m  as  ires  19|  by  8  by  2|  inches,  and 
contiins  the  numbers  to-7,630. 

On  looking  over  these  old  archives  one  cannot  but  be 
struck  with  the  absence  of  proprietary  articles — nothing  but 
pige  upon  page  of  purest  pharrnicy.  Those  were  the  days 
when  the  physician  had  an  acquaintance  with  his  drugs 
equal  to  that  of  the  pharmacist  himself.  Those,  too,  were 
the  days  when,  following  on  Smollett's  satire,  doctors  and 
druggists  had  begun  to  treat  their  assistants  with  something 
approaching  good  feeling,  and  indeed  the  founders  of 
"No.  10"  offered  their  men  every  inducement  to  stay  at 
home  o'  nights— the  house  was  a  Liberty  Hall. 

The  firm  in  its  early  days  had  some  renowned  supporters. 
Lord  Robert  Cecil  (now  Premier)  then  lived  in  Duke  Street, 
a  few  steps  away,  and  was  a  constant  patron.  Another  good 
friend  of  the  firm  was  Mr.  (now  Sir  William)  Crook es. 
Further  we  may  mention  J.  T.  Clover,  of  chloroform  fame, 
and  Sir  Alfred  Baring  Garrod,  whose  initials  we  find  con- 
tinuously in  the  prescription-books. 

The  two  young  men  were  hard  workers,  and  were  always 
on  the  look-out  for  something  new.  Photography  was  one 
of  their  early  problems,  successfully  attacked.  There  are 
many  who  look  back  with  amusement  at  the  adventure  of 
having  their  photograph  taken  on  '•  the  leads  "  at  the  back  of 
the  premises.  There  the  best  West-end  photographers  were 
taught  by  the  late  John  Williams  how  to  photograph. 

Another  item  of  interest  is  the  manufacture  of  cod-liver 
oil.  Mr.  Hopkin  claims  for  Mr.  Williams  the  first  making 
thereof  in  Great  Britain.    The  story  runs  that  on  their  first 


Christmas  eve  (1850)  the  younger  partner  was  making  his 
way  through  the  Titchfield  Market,  whpre  he  observed  an 
abundance  of  codfish  for  sale.  On  reaching  home  he  re- 
marked on  the  fact  to  Williams.  "  John,  now  what  do  you  say 
if  we  prepare  the  oil  from  some  fresh  cod  livers  ?  "  "  Right," 
said  John.  Hopkin  thereupon  procured  a  reticule  and 
brought  in  the  livers.  Williams  and  he  set  to  and  cut  up 
and  warmed  the  livers,  concluding  their  work  between  two 
and  three  on  the  Christmas  morning. 

Another  article  of  manufacture  was  hydrofluoric  acid  for 
etching  glass.  For  this  there  were  regular  weekly  orders 
from  the  Clerkenwell  district,  before  sand-blast  days. 

Mr.  Hopkin  related  how  he  was  almost  killed  by  the 
bursting  of  the  luting  of  an  hydrocyanic-acid  still  in  the 
basement.  He  felt  himself  being  overpowered,  and  was 
just  able  to  grasp  a  Winchester  of  liq.  ammon.  fort,  and  to 
inhale  the  gas.  Having  for  a  second  or  two  thus  combated 
the  poison,  the  point  was  what  to  do  next.  Any  porter 
coming  down  the  stairs  would  be  instantly  suffocated.  To 
attempt  to  lute  the  still  afresh  was  out  of  the  question. 
Hopkin  dashed  water  on  the  fire  beneath  the  apparatus,  and 
rushed  upstairs,  falling  senseless  on  the  leads.  The  initial 
feelings  under  the  influence  of  the  poison  he  describes  as 
even  more  delightful  than  those  stated  to  be  produced  by 
morphia,  but  these  sensations  were  soon  changed — it  seemed 
to  him  as  if  someone  was  pulling  out  the  nails  of  his  hands 
and  feet  by  force,  and  as  if  tremendous  weights  were  placed 
upon  his  chest. 

Once  established,  Hopkin  &  Williams's  business  increased, 
until  it  was  imperative  for  them  to  move  into  the  City.  Now 
and  again  even  yet  quaint  apparatus,  old  books,  and  pictures 
are  turned  up  on  the  prenrsis,  and  not  the  least  interesting 
is  the  "Apothecary's  Prayer,"  which  hangs  on  the  dining- 
room  walls  at  No.  10.  It  is  an  old  print,  marked  :  "  Pub- 
lished 30  July,  1801,  by  R  Ackermann,  No.  101  Strand," 
and  shows  the  old-time  apothecary  devoutly  kneeling  before 
his  arm-chair.  On  the  back  of  the  picture  are  pasted  some 
pages  of  an  ancient  copy  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
to  hold  it  together  and  keep  out  dust  and  worm.  ["  Im- 
perial Caesar  !  "—Ed  ]    It  reads  : — 

O,  mighty  Esculapius  !  hear  a  poor  little  man  overwhelm'd  with 
misfortunes,  grant  I  beseech  thee  to  send  a  few  smart  Fevers  and 
some  obstinate  Catarrhs  amongst  us,  or  thy  humble  supplicant 
must  shut  up  shop — and  if  it  should  please  thee  to  throw  in  a  few 
Cramps  and  Agues  it  would  greatly  help  thy  miserable  servant, 
for  on  the  word  of  an  Apothecary  I  have  scarcely  heard  the  music 
of  Mortar  these  two  months. 

Take  notice  also,  I  beseech  thee,  of  the  mournful  situation  of 
my  neighbour  Crape  the  Undertaker,  who  suffers  considerably  by 
want  of  practice,  and  loses  many  a  job  of  my  cutting  out ;  enable 
him  to  bear  his  misfortunes  with  philosophy,  and  to  look  forward 
with  new  hope  for  the  tolling  of  the  bell. 

Physic  those,  I  beseech  thee,  that  will  not  encourage  out- 
profession,  and  Blister  their  evil  intentions,  viz.,  such  as  their 
cursed  new  invented  waterproof ;  and  may  all  the  coats  be  eaten 
by  the  rats  that  are  so  made  :  But  pour  down  the  Balm  of  Gilead 
oil  the  Overseers  of  the  village,  and  all  the  Friends  of  Galen. 

May  it  please  thee  to  look  over  my  book  of  bad  debts  with  an 
eye  of  compassion,  and  increase  my  neighbours'  infirmities  ;  give 
additional  twinges  to  the  Rector's  Gout,  and  our  worthy  Curate's 
Rheumatism  ;  but  above  all,  I  beseech  thee  to  take  under  thy 
especial  care  the  Lady  of  Squire  Handy,  for  should  the  child  prove 
an  heir,  and  thy  humble  servant  so  fortunate  as  to  bring  the  young 
gentleman  handsomely  into  the  world,  it  may  be  the  means  of 
raising  me  to  the  highest  pinnacle  of  fortune. 

Some  other  day  the  history  of  No.  10  since  Hopkin  & 
Wdliams  went  to  Hatton  Garden  will  have  to  be  written, 
for  they  take  more  than  fifteenpence  a  day  there  now. 
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General  flDeoical  Council. 


AUTUMN  MEETING. 

SOME  changes  were  to  be  observed  amongst  the  members 
of  the  Council  when  they  met  at  the  opening  of  the 
seventieth  session  on  Tuesday  at  the  Council-chamber  in 
Oxford  Street.  Dr.  Leech,  who  was  prevented  by  illness 
from  attending  in  May,  has  since  died ;  the  agreeable 
presence  of  Sir  Philip  Smyly,  who  has  resigned,  is  missing 
from  the  bottom  of  the  room.  On  the  other  hand,  the  return 
of  Sir  Wm.  Thomson  from  Bloemfontein  was  welcomed  by 
the  Council,  and  Dr.  Bertram  Coghill  Alan  Windle,  repre- 
senting the  University  of  Birmingham,  was  introduced  by 
Dr.  MacAlister ;  Dr.  Chas.  Bent  Ball,  introduced  by  Dr. 
Bennett,  succeeds  Sir  Philip  Smyly,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Young, 
M.B.,  introduced  by  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  has  been  chosen 
by  the  Victoria  University  to  follow  Dr.  Leech. 

Sir  William  Turner  took  the  chair  shortly  after  2  o'clock, 
and  proceeded  to  deliver  his 

Address. 

He  referred  to  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  W.  Acland  and  of  Dr. 
Dennis  Embleton,  who  were  the  last  of  the  band  who  consti- 
tuted the  first  Council  of  Medical  Education  and  Registration, 
and  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  Sir  Henry's  memory,  especially 
with  reference  to  his  work  as  President  of  the  Council.  The 
loss  of  Dr.  Leech  was  also  referred  to.  To  him,  said  the 
President,  the  Council  is  greatly  indebted  for  skilful  guidance 
in  the  preparation  of  the  last  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
and  of  the  Indian  and  Colonial  Supplement,  with  the  latter 
of  which  he  was  engaged  almost  to  the  end.  As  enduring 
evidence  of  the  interest  which  he  took  in  this  brauch  of  our 
work,  Dr.  Leech  has  bequeathed  to  the  Council  for  its 
Library  a  valuable  collection  of  Pharmacopoeias  and  other 
volumes  bearing  on  this  branch  of  our  statutory  duties. 
Having  given  a  greeting  to  the  new  members  of  Council,  Sir 
William  spoke  of  the  various  enactments  of  the  past  session, 
such  as  that  which  constituted  the  University  of  Birmingham 
and  the  Companies  Act.  He  also  referred  to  the  Midwives 
Bill,  and,  without  anticipating  the  Council's  discussion  on 
the  dispute  between  the  Council  and  the  Royal  Colleges  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  London,  expressed  the  earnest 
hope  that  a  modus  vivendi  might  be  found.  He  suggested 
that  the  Colleges  should  be  asked  to  continue  to  submit  to 
the  Council  a  list  of  the  teaching  institutions  from  which 
they  receive  certificates  in  the  fundamental  sciences,  and 
that  they  should  state  the  means  they  have  adopted  to  satisfy 
themselves  of  their  competency.  That  the  Council,  without 
insisting  on  its  approval  as  a  necessary  step  towards  the 
acceptance  of  the  certificates  by  the  Colleges,  should  exer- 
cise its  right  to  take  exception  to  any  institution  in  the  list 
which  did  not  seem  to  reach  the  standard  demanded  by  the 
Council,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Colleges  to  its 
defects  with  a  view  to  its  removal  from  their  list.  Amongst 
other  things  that  Sir  William  referred  to  were  a  report  by 
the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  and  certain  discipline  cases. 

The  usual  motion  to  enter  the  address  in  the  minutes  was 
adopted. 

Official  Positions. 

The  tables  showing  the  results  of  the  competition  for  com- 
missions in  the  medical  staff  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  which 
Mr.  Brown  wished  Jast  session  to  refer  back  to  the  Education 
Committee,  were  this  time  moved  back  by  Dr.  Bruce,  Mr. 
Brown  commenting  on  the  fact  that  only  9  out  of  14 
Army  candidates  were  passed.  Dr.  McVaiL  supported  the 
motion,  asking  what  is  the  use  of  having  these  returns  if 
nothing  is  made  of  them  ;  and  in  spite  of  the  reiterated 
protest  of  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth  (Chairman  of  the  Education 
Committee)  that  it  was  putting  an  impossible  task  on  it,  and 
one  which  he  had  already  declined  to  undertake,  the  motion 
was  carried  by  one  vote — 11  to  10. 

Standing  Orders. 

An  alteration  in  the  standing  orders  relating  to  dental 
penal  procedure,  recommended  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
postponing  the  decision  of  the  Council,  or  the  judgment  after 
the  verdict,  for  six  months,  was  moved  by  Dr.  MacAlister, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Tomes,  and  carried. 

Sir  Christopher  Nixon  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  on 


the  Executive  Committee  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Sir 
Philip  Smyly,  and  Dr.  Ball  was  voted  as  his  successor  on  the 
Committee  of  Dental  Education. 

The  British  Pharmacopceia. 

Dr.  MacAlister.  as  Chairman  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Com- 
mittee, brought  up  the  following  report :  — 

The  Pharmacopa'ia  Committee,  in  common  with  the  whole 
Council,  have  to  lament  the  loss  they  have  sustained  by  the  un- 
timely death  of  Dr.  Leech.  As  an  active  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee since  1892,  and  as  their  Chairman  since  1898,  ho  rendered 
zealous  and  valuable  service  in  the  preparation  of  the  British 
Pharmacopa'ia,  1898,  and  of  the  Indian  and  Colonial  Addendum. 
A  special  record  of  the  Committee's  indebtedness  to  him  was 
made  in  their  report  to  the  Council  of  May  31,  1898.  He  also 
brought  about  the  establishment  of  a  regular  conference  between 
representatives  of  the  Committee  and  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Societies  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland  for  the  investigation  of 
questions  bearing  on  the  revision  of  the  Pharmacopceia.  At  the 
suggestion  of  this  conference  a  number  of  important  researches 
have  been  begun,  and  some,  notably  those  of  Professor  H.  G. 
Greenish  on  the  solubilities  of  official  drugs,  have  in  part  been 
published.  Such  researches  will  be  of  material  assistance  to  the 
Committee  in  the  task  of  revising  the  Pharmacopa'ia,  and  will 
serve  to  carry  forward  the  work  in  which  Dr.  Leech  took  so  deep 
and  effective  an  interest.  His  portrait,  presented  by  a  member  of 
the  Committee,  has  been  placed  in  the  committee-room. 

The  Committee  have  elected  Dr.  MacAlister  to  be  Chairman  in 
the  place  of  Dr.  Leech. 

Up  to  the  present  the  number  of  copies  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, 1898,  printed  for  the  Council  has  been  31,500.  Of  these, 
29,810  have  been  disposed  of,  eaving  a  balance  of  1,660  copies  in 
hand.  The  number  sold  in  the  present  year  up  to  October  31  was 
2,008.  As  the  publication  of  the  Addendum  will  probably  in- 
crease the  demand  for  copies  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  to  bind  up 
with  it,  the  Committee  recommend  that  the  President  be 
authorised  to  direct  the  printing  of  an  additional  issue  of  1,500 
copies,  should  this  appear  to  be  necessary  before  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council.  [Dr.  MacAlister  learnt  from  the  publishers  that 
465/.  should  be  regarded  as  an  asset.  They  had  already  spent 
between  300Z.  and  400Z.  which  would  have  to  come  out  of  that 
i  balance,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  sale  of  the  Addendum  itself 
will  more  than  recoup  them.] 

The  Committee  have  met  repeatedly  during  the  recess  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  the  draft  of  the  Indian  and  Colonial 
Addendum,  1900,  which  forms  the  subject  of  a  separate  report. 

During  this  work  the  need  of  a  reference  collection  of  medicinal 
plants  and  other  articles  of  materia  medica  has  more  than  once 
been  felt,  when  questions  of  description  or  identification  wore 
under  discussion.  The  nucleus  of  such  a  collection  already  exists 
in  the  specimens  forwarded  by  some  of  the  colonial  authorities. 
The  Committee  ask  power  to  make  the  collection  complete,  and  to 
furnish  the  committee-room  with  proper  cases  for  its  reception. 

Donations  of  books  for  the  reference  library  have  been  made  by 
!  Mrs.  Leech  and  Dr.  Attfield,  to  whom  the  thanks  of  the  Conned 
i  are  due.  Dr.  Payne  has  undertaken  the  duty  of  supervising  the 
arrangement  and  cataloguing  of  the  library,  which  now  contains  a 
number  of  rare  and  interesting  works. 

Dr.  McVail  seconded  the  adoption  of  the  report,  observing 
that  they  had  often  felt  the  want  of  a  collection  of  medical 
plants,  and  that  it  would  not  be  a  very  costly  enterprise. 

Exemptions. 

A  good  part  of  the  afternoon  was  spent  in  considering  the 
report  of  the  Registrar  as  to  the  evidence  required  by 
various  examining  boards  to  be  produced  by  candidates  who 
claim  exemption  from  certain  subjects  in  examination  on  the 
ground  that  they  have  already  passed  before  other  licensing 
bodies.  Mr.  Horsley  urged  that  the  whole  question  of 
exemption  should  be  gone  into  by  the  Council,  and  brought 
forward  a  motion,  which  was  seconded  by  Sir  William 
Thomson,  that  a  schedule  of  universities  or  licensing  bodies 
recognised  for  exemption  from  examination  be  obtained 
from°each  licensing  body.  The  votes  (12)  being  the  same 
on  each  side,  the  Chairman  gave  the  casting  vote,  saying 
that  he  should  follow  the  rule  which  obtains  at  all  well- 
conducted  meetings  and  decide  that  things  should  remain 
as  they  were.  They  will  not  remain  as  they  were  if  Mr. 
Horsley  can  help  it,  and  he  gave  notice  of  a  question  to  be 
put  to  the  conjoint  boards — viz.,  whether  it  was  true  that  in 
the  years  1897  and  1898  no  exemptions  were  granted. 

False  Diplomas. 
The  Council  also  had  before  it  a  correspondence  with  the 
Foreign  Office  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  false  diplomas  by  a 
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Dr.  Armstrong,  the  People's  Institute,  Chicago.  Armstrong 
is  now  under  arrest,  and  amongst  his  papers  were  found  the 
names  of  persons  who  had  been  duped  by  this  diploma  mill, 
which  were  sent  to  the  Foreign  Office  by  H.M.  Consul  at 
Chicago,  viz. : — 

William  E.  Pectells,  Melbourne,  Vic.;  Allan  Fisher,  M.D., 
Bristol,  Eng. ;  Ben].  Thomson,  D.D.S.,  Sydney,  N.S.W. ;  Tatch 
Chand,  M.D.,  Ludhiana,  India ;  E.  M.  Kennedy,  M.D.,  Bristol, 
Eng.;  Secretary,  Bank  of  Bengal ;  W.  E.  Lear,  Brighton,  Canada; 
Allahabad  Bank,  Allahabad,  India ;  A.  Fisher,  Leigh,  Eng. ; 
P.  H.  Newton,  Ph.D.,  Melbourne,  Vic;  N.  Desar  Hoverban, 
M.D.,  Baroda ;  B.  H.  Nauaratly,  M.D.,  Ahmedabad ;  D.  P.  Saryana, 
Bombay ;  B.  D.  Kapen,  M.D.,  Baroda ;  and  Bodley  Mort  Trilli, 
Jamaica,  W  I. 

Mr.  Allan  Fisher  acted  as  selling  agent  for  the  diplomas  of 
the  Independent  Medical  College  and  the  Metropolitan 
Medical  College  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  Armstrong's  places. 


WEDNESDAY'S  MEETING. 
The  whole  of  Wednesday's  sitting  was  taken  up  by  a 
detailed  consideration  of  the  report  presented  by  Mr.  Teale, 
chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  on  the  observations 
of  the  licensing  bodies  in  regard  to  the  committee's  report 
of  last  December,  and  the  interpretation  given  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Council  for  the  course  of  study  for  the 
diploma  of  public  health.  The  main  contentions  centred 
round  the  recommendations  to  allow  a  different  curriculum 
(the  examinations  being  the  same,  however),  so  that  the  course 
would  be  shorter  for  men  who  had  been  already  ten  years  in 
practice. 


Bankruptcies  anfc>  failures. 


lie  Frederick  Johnston  Knight,  formerly  trading  as  Knight, 
Hill  &  Co.,  at  Billiter  House,  E.C.,  Chemical-agent. 

A  statement  of  affairs  has  been  filed,  showing  liabilities 
14,4652.  and  assets  182.  5s.,  irrespective  of  bills  of  exchange  for 
1,000?.,  which  are  treated  as  being  of  uncertain  value.  The  public 
examination  will  be  held  on  December  21. 


Be  Frederick  Lamplough,  5  Green  Terrace,  Rosebery  Avenue, 
Consulting  Chemist,  &c. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  on  November  26,  at  the 
London  Bankruptcy  Court.  The  debtor  in  May,  1897,  acted  as 
consulting  engineer  to  the  Fish-oil  and  Guano  Company  (Limited), 
who  were  about  to  promote  the  Volenite  Company,  and  con- 
tracted to  erect  special  machinery.  The  Volenite  Company 
(Limited)  was  formed  in  1898,  and  the  debtor,  who  was  appointed 
as  its  consulting  chemist,  purchased  3,0002.  shares,  and  was  given 
a  further  2,0002.  as  payment  for  his  services,  whilst  in  1899  he 
agreed  to  finance  the  company.  An  action  was  brought  by  a 
creditor  of  the  company,  and  the  Court  held  the  debtor  to  be 
liable  on  the  ground  of  that  agreement.  The  accounts  filed  show 
gross  liabilities  36,0202.  (unsecured,  9,8687.)  and  assets  38,2422.,  or 
sufficient  to  yield  a  surplus  of  over  28,0002.  The  failure  is  attri- 
buted by  the  debtor  to  his  liability  for  the  debts  of  the  Volenite 
Company  and  to  other  causes.  A  resolution  was  passed  for  Mr. 
C.  J .  Singleton,  chartered  accountant,  to  act  as  trustee  and  wind 
up  the  estate  in  bankruptcy,  assisted  by  a  committee  of  in- 
spection. 

Re  William  Bowness,  67  Bartlet  Street,  Darlington,  lately  in 
business  as  a  Chemist  at  Gateshead. 

At  the  Stockton-on-Tees  Bankruptcy  Court  on  November  28, 
the  first  public  examination  was  held.  Questioned  by  the  Official 
Receiver  (Mr.  J.  R.  Stubbs),  debtor  said  he  commenced  business 
at  Gateshead  in  October,  1899,  and  continued  trading  until  March 
last.  Previously  (from  1880  until  1893)  he  had  carried  on  busi- 
ness as  a  chemist  at  Workington.  In  the  latter  year  he  made  an 
assignment  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  His  liabilities  were 
then  2002.,  and  he  paid  6s.  8r2.  in  the  pound.  From  1893  to  1899 
he  was  employed  as  a  commercial  traveller.  He  then  commenced 
business  at  Gateshead  with  1602.  capital,  money  he  had  saved ; 
but  after  six  months'  trial  he  gave  tbis  up  because  he  found  he 
was  losing.  Since  then  he  had  been  travelling  again.  He  now 
owed  742.  19s.  Id.  to  unsecured  creditors,  and  had  no  assets.  To 
creditors  fully  secured  he  owed  352.  Debtor  sold  the  goodwill  of 
the  Gateshead  business  for  942.  10s.,  but  spent  the  money  on  his 
family  and  in  travelling-expenses.  Bad  trade  and  heavy  business- 
expenses  were,  debtor  said,  the  causes  of  his  inso]vencv.  The 
examination  was  adjourned  until  December  6.  e 


aieaal  IReports. 

High  Court  Cases. 

Goodwill  in  Court. 

Ix  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  November  24,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  Mr.  Warrington,  Q  C,  moved  on  be- 
half of  the  plaintiff,  in  the  case  of  Deighton  v.  Munday, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  and  manager  of  a 
chemist's  business  at  Cardiff.  Learned  counsel,  who  moved 
ex  parte,  said  Mr.  Deighton,  when  residing  at  Bridgnorth, 
was  the  mortgagee  of  the  premises  at  which  the  defendant 
carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and  also  of 
the  goodwill  and  book-debts.  There  was,  however,  no 
mortgage  of  the  stock-in-trade.  By  the  mortgage-deed  the 
money  was  to  be  payable  on  demand,  and  the  mortgagor  was 
also  to  keep  the  stock-in-trade  and  the  premises  insured,  and 
he  undertook  to  keep  proper  books  of  account.  On  October  10 
the  plaintiff  served  on  the  defendant  notice  to  pay  the 
money,  he  having  ascertained  that  the  defendant  was  absent- 
ing himself  from  business,  and  therefore  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  his  security  was  in  jeopardy.  On  July  9  the 
plaintiff  called  at  the  defendant's  place  of  business,  but 
failed  to  see  him.  He,  however,  saw  him  on  the  following 
day,  and  defendant  then  promised  to  be  more  regular  in  his 
attendance.  On  August  3  the  plaintiff  again  visited  Cardiff, 
and  at  the  shop  was  told  he  would  find  the  defendant  at  the 
Imperial  Hotel.  He  went  there  and  saw  the  defendant,  who 
again  promised  amendment  and  paid  over  to  the  plaintiff  a 
cheque  for  100/.,  thereby  reducing  his  indebtedness  to  8502. 
On  November  12  plaintiff  again  went  to  Cardiff,  and  was 
then  told  by  one  of  the  shop-assistants  that  the  defendant 
had  not  attended  to  business  for  some  time.  Upon  that  the 
plaintiff  felt  compelled  to  take  the  present  proceedings. 

Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  said  that  a  receiver  and  manager 
would  find  some  difficulty  in  managing  the  business  without 
the  stock-in-trade,  which  was  not  comprised  within  the 
mortgage. 

Mr.  Warrington  said  that  an  arrangement  might  be  made 
by  which  the  stock-in-trade  could  be  temporarily  used. 

Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  said  he  could  do  nothing  in  that 
direction. 

Mr.  Warrington  said  that  besides  inattention  to  business, 
it  had  been  ascertained  that  the  defendant  was  not  keeping 
up  the  stock-in-trade,  and  that  would  imperil  the  value  of 
the  goodwill.  On  one  occasion  three  people  went  into  the 
shop  and  asked  for  something  which  they  were  unable  to 
get.  The  business  was  an  old-established  one,  and  if  pro- 
perly conducted  ought  to  succeed  very  well. 

After  some  discussion,  his  Lordship  made  an  order 
appointing  Mr.  Joseph  Stanfield,  of  Cardiff,  receiver  and 
manager,  and  granted  an  interim  injunction  restraining  the 
defendant  from  assigning  or  otherwise  disposing  of  the 
book-debts. 


The  Pharmacy  Acts  (Ireland). 

The  Appeal  Case. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  at  Dublin' on  November  27, 
before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Lord  O'Brien,  the  case  of  the 
Queen  (Thompson)  %k  the  Justices  of  the  County  of  Ros- 
common came  on  for  argument.  It  was  an  application  to 
make  absolute  a  conditional  order  of  June  11  last  (C.  Sf  D., 
June  16,  page  1005)  against  the  Justices  of  Roscommon, 
whereby  the  Queen's  Bench  directed  that  an  order  of 
April  16  last,  dismissing  without  prejudice  three  several 
complaints,  wherein  Sergeant  Alexander  Thompson,  R.I.C., 
was  complainant  and  two  men  named  Jones  were  defen- 
dants, should  be  set  aside. 

Mr.  Day,  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  submitted  that 
the  grounds  of  the  Magistrates'  decision  were  erroneous. 
He  held  that  any  person  as  well  as  the  Sergeant  of  Con- 
stabulary or  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  could  prosecute  in 
such  cases  before  the  Magistrates.  The  person  who  drank 
the  contents  of  the  bottle  had  been  poisoned,  and  died 
from  it. 

The  MacDermot,  Q.C.,  for  the  defendants,  replied,  and 
urged  that  the  Magistrates  were  correct  in  dismissing  the 
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complaints,  and  that  the  order  applied  for  should  not  be 
made  absolute. 

His  Lordship  held  that  it  was  not  his  province  to  inquire 
into  the  reasons  of  the  Magistrates  for  dismissing  the 
summonses,  and  as  they  had  decided  there  was  a  wrong 
person  before  them  he  would  refuse  to  make  the  order  abso- 
lute, but  without  costs. 


Revenue  Acts. 

At  Montrose  Justice  of  Peace  Court  on  November  27,  Robert 
Finlayson,  grocer,  George  Street,  was  charged  with  a  con- 
travention of  Section  9  of  the  Medicine- stamp  Act  and 
Section  8  of  the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  1875,  by 
having,  on  October  6,  sold  a  box  of  Beecham's  pills  without 
having  the  necessary  licence. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Collins,  Inland  Revenue  officer,  said  Mr.  Finlay- 
son had  a  licence  last  year.  Witness  gave  him  written 
notice  that  the  licence  expired  on  September  1.  About 
the  middle  of  September  witness  called  the  second  time  on 
Mr.  Finlayson,  and  asked  why  he  had  not  renewed  his 
licence,  and  Mr.  Finlayson  replied  that  he  had  discontinued 
selling  such  medicines.  On  October  6  witness  went  to  the 
shop  and  asked  the  lad  there  if  they  were  still  selling 
patent  medicines,  and  received  a  reply  in  the  affirmative, 
but  that  they  were  to  stop  it.  The  lad  produced  several 
articles,  from  which  he  selected  the  box  of  pills,  and  paid 
8\d.  for  it.  He  reported  the  case  to  the  Supervisor  on 
October  8.  That  official  visited  Mr.  Finlayson  subsequently, 
and  witness  was  afterwards  informed  from  Dundee  that  Mr. 
Finlayson  tcok  out  a  licence  on  October  12. 

Alfred  Finlayson,  the  assistant,  was  called  by  defendant 
as  witness,  and  a  good  deal  of  arguing  went  on,  but  ulti- 
mately Mr.  Finlayson  was  found  guilty,  and  a  fine  of  7s.  6d. 
imposed,  the  alternative  being  seven  days'  imprisonment. 

County  Court  Cases. 

The  Husband's  Responsibility. 
In  a  Durham  County  Court  case  heard  on  November  22, 
Messrs.  Holliday  &  Co.,  druggists,  Durham,  sought  to  recover 
21.  17*.  Id.  from  Joseph  Walker  for  confectionery  goods  sold 
to  him.  Defendant  said  he  never  had  any  dealings  with  the 
plaintiffs,  and  had  never  been  in  business  as  a  confectioner. 
His  wife,  however,  carried  on  the  shop  ;  and,  in  reply  to  Judge 
Meynell,  Mrs.  Walker  stated  that  she  started  in  business 
with  money  she  saved  out  of  her  own  and  her  husband's 
earnings.    Judgment,  however,  was  given  for  the  plaintiffs. 

The  Wife's  Belongings. 
At  Grimi-by  County  Court  on  November  23,  an  interpleader 
action  was  entered  by  Mrs.  Edith  Pearson,  of  Cleethorpes, 
who  claimed  that  something  like  100?.  worth  of  goods  had 
been  seized  by  the  execution  creditor  in  the  recent  action 
of  J.  W.  C  )lley,  chemist,  r.  Alfred  Pearson,  photographer. 
Claimant  said  the  bulk  of  the  property  she  had  bought  with 
her  own  money,  whilst  some  of  the  goods  had  been  presented 
to  her.  It  was  stated  that  the  claim  in  the  original  action 
was  only  2?.  or  31.  for  chemicals  supplied,  and  100/. 
of  goods  were  sold  in  the  execution  to  secure  that 
amount.  Though  Mr.  Pearson  owed  the  money,  execution 
was  put  in  in  Mrs.  Pearson's  house  at  Cleethorpes.  The 
Judge  held  that  claimant  had  established  her  claim  to  the 
goods  mentioned,  but  that  the  execution  creditor  was  entitled 
to  certain  bedding  over  the  value  of  5/.,  which  belonged  to 
Mr.  Pearson.  The  question  of  costs  would  be  settled  after 
the  goods  had  been  valued. 


<5a3ette. 

Partnership  Dissolved. 

Griffiths,  J.,  arid  Bathurst,  Xi.,  under  the  style  of  Griffiths 
&  Bathurst,  Ellesmere,  Salop,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Browne,  Ralph,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.C.,  surgeon. 

Adjudications. 
Browne,  Ralph,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.C.,  surgeon. 
Holmes,  John,  Birmingham  doctor  of  medicine. 


Bew  Companies  &  Company  IRem 


Ilford  (Limited). — Capital  10?.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To 
carry  on  the  business  of  photographers,  photographic  printers, 
paper  manufacturers,  chemists,  druggists,  manufacturers  of  photo- 
graphic apparatus  and  materials,  &o.    Table  "  A  "  mainly  applies  . 

Aeration  Supplies  Company  (Limited). — Capital  10,000/.,  in 
1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  manufacture  and  deal  in  machinery  for 
aerating  liquids,  and  all  articles  and  substances  connected  with, 
or  capable  of  aeration,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  brewers, 
maltsters,  distillers,  mineral-water  manufacturers,  &c.  Table  "  A  " 
mainly  applies. 

Cotton-seed  Company  (Limited). — Capital  300,000?.,  in  1? 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  refiners,  bleachers 
and  manufacturers  of,  and  dealers  in,  cotton-soed  oils,  petroleum, 
naphtha,  and  vegetable  and  mineral  substances  and  products. 
The  subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification, 
250?.    Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 

Blackwell  Trading  Company  (Limited). — Capital  5,000?.,  in 
1?.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  glycerin  and 
general  refiners,  glycerin,  nitro  glycerin,  dynamite  and  other 
explosive  manufacturers,  soap,  candle,  tallow,  oil,  dye  and  varnish 
manufacturers,  metallurgists,  &c.  The  first  directors  are  Sir 
J.  K.  D.  Mackenzie,  Bart.,  and  F.  W.  Rowley.  Qualification,  100?. 
shares. 

White  &  Sons  (Limited).— Capital  75,000?.,  in  10?.  shares 
(2,500  preference).  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on,  amongst 
other  things,  business  as  manufacturing  confectioners,  <fec,  to 
import,  export,  and  deal  in  chemical  preparations,  substances, 
essences,  flavours,  and  colours,  and  to  trade  as  chemists,  druggists, 
makers  of  scientific  apparatus,  &c.  W.  L.  White  is  the  permanent 
governing  director.  Special  qualification,  10,000?.  Remuneration, 
1,500?.  per  annum.  Registered  office,  White  Standard  Works, 
Cumberland  Street,  Hull. 


South  London  School  op  Pharmacy  (Limited). — A 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  this  company  has  been  called 
to  pass  resolutions  for  voluntary  liquidation  with  the  view 
to  reconstruction  on  a  more  extended  basis.  This  will  not 
in  any  way  affect  the  working  of  the  school,  which  will  go 
on  as  usual. 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  directors  have 
declared  an  interim  dividend  of  30  per  cent,  for  the  half-year 
ended  September  on  the  ordinary  shares,  and  7  per  cent,  on 
the  preference  shares.  Last  half-year  a  dividend  of  40  per 
cent,  was  declared,  making  35  per  cent,  for  1899-1900 — 
5  per  cent,  above  the  previous  dividend. 

United  Alkali  Company  (Limited). — It  is  stated  that 
a  proposal  is  on  foot  for  the  scaling-down  of  the  preference 
dividend  in  this  company  so  as  to  place  the  ordinary  capital 
nearer  a  dividend  basis,  the  preference  shares  at  present 
carrying  7  per  cent.  Sir  Charles  Tennant,  who  is  the  chief 
shareholder  and  chairman  of  the  company,  is  understood  to 
be  the  prime  mover  in  the  matter. 

Britannia  Works  Company  (Limited). — The  annual 
meeting  of  shareholders  was  held  at  Winchester  House,  Old 
Broad  Street,  EC,  on  November  28.  (The  chairman  (Major- 
General  G.  F.  Blake),  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and 
balance-sheet  (see  last  week's  issue,  page  857),  said  the 
company  was  not  only  largely  ahead  in  respect  to  gross 
business,  but  the  net  profit  on  the  year's  trading  was  1,300?. 
more  than  that  of  last  year.  The  reports  were  unanimously 
passed,  and  it  was  agreed  to  change  the  name  of  the  company 
to  "  Ilford  (Limited)." 

Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy 
(Limited). — The  first  (statutory)  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders was  held  in  the  lecture-hall  of  the  College,  Trinity 
Square,  Borough,  S.E  ,  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills, 
managing  director  and  chairman,  in  his  remarks,  said  that 
everything  was  going  on  very  satisfactorily,  and  he  hoped 
the  directors  would  be  able  to  declare  a  good  interim  divi- 
dend in  February  next. 

A.  &  R.  Thwaites  k  Co.  (Limited).— The  directors  of 
this  company  of  aerated-water  manufacturers  in  Dublin 
report,  for  the  ye ar  ended  September  29,  that  the  net  profit 
amounted  to  7,260?.  13s.  3d.  Deducting  from  this  interest 
on  debentures,  depreciation  of  plant,  &c,  income-tax,  and 
interim  dividend  paid,  5,569?.  7.«.  remains.    The  directors 
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propose  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  preference  shares, 
and  7  per  cent.,  together  with  a  bonus  of  3s.  per  share,  free 
of  income-tax,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  for  the  second  half  of 
the  year. 

Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited). — The  sixth  ordinary 
general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  was  held  at  Winchester 
House,  E.C.,  on  Wednesday,  November  28.  Mr.  J.  E.  Brough, 
who  presided,  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the  directors' 
report  and  accounts,  congratulated  the  shareholders  on  the 
increased  prosperity  of  the  company.  Last  year  they  had 
paid  6  per  cent,  on  the  preference  and  3  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinary  shares  ;  this  year  they  were  in  the  position  to  pay 
6  per  cent,  on  each  class  of  shares,  besides  laying  aside  8001. 
for  depreciation  of  leases  and  fixtures.  Only  a  sum  of  1792.  9s. 
now  stood  on  the  repairs  account ;  next  year  it  would  probably 
disappear  from  the  accounts.  He  referred  to  the  shon- 
changes  of  the  year,  and  stated  that  the  directors  had  offered 
5,000  unissued  preference  shares  to  the  shareholders  only  :  of 
these  1,773  had  been  taken  up,  one-half  being  subscribed  for 
by  the  directors.  This  money  was  wanted  to  open  new 
branches  and  to  strengthen  the  branches  already  open,  and 
increase  the  turnover  which  had  been  greatly  increased 
during  the  past  few  years.  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick  seconded  the 
motion.  Answering  questions  by  Mr.  Donett,  Mr.  BadmaD, 
Mr.  Hare,  and  others,  the  chairman  said  that  they  were 
unable  to  get  a  quotation  on  the  Stock  Exchange  because 
their  capital  was  not  large  enough.  The  sum  of  702.  appearing 
in  the  accounts  as  outstanding  debt  he  thought  very  small 
considering  the  amount  of  the  overturn,  and  it  was  chiefly 
owing  by  substantial  persons  in  the  West-end.  The  report 
was  adopted.  Mr.  Trick  moved  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Brough 
as  a  director  of  the  company,  and  Mr.  Badman  seconded,  and 
the  election  was  carried  by  acclamation.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Mitchell,  Messrs.  Viney,  Price,  and  Goodyear  were  re- 
appointed auditors,  and  the  usual  compliment  to  the 
chairman  closed  the  shortest  meeting  the  company  had 
hitherto  held. 

Camwal  (Limited).— The  report  of  the  directors  for  the 
year  ending  September  30  states  that  the  reconstruction  of 
the  company  has  been  carried  out  without  a  hitch,  but  the 
labour  and  cost  have  been  more  than  was  anticipated.  The 
past  year  has  been  a  bad  one  for  business,  owing  to  the  low 
summer  temperatures  and  the  war,  which  limited  the 
number  of  entertainments  and  increased  the  cost  of  raw 
material.  In  spite  of  these  drawbacks,  however,  the  fac- 
tories at  Manchester  and  Birmingham  have  increased  their 
sales  and  profits,  and  the  reconstruction-expenses  have  been 
wiped  out,  the  new  company  thus  starting  on  a  sound  basis. 
At  Bristol  business  is  outgrowing  the  present  premises,  and 
a  new  factory  will  soon  be  necessary.  As  usual,  a  bonus  to 
the  employes  will  be  recommended.  It  is  proposed  to  pay  a 
dividend  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  from  date  of  completion 
on  the  ordinary  and  preference  shares  which  were  given  in 
exchange  for  the  shares  in  the  old  company,  and  at  the  rate 
of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  new  issue  of  preference 
sharfs  from  dates  of  payment  of  calls.  These  will  absorb 
4,3912.,  leaving  5062.  to  be  carried  forward.  The  syphons, 
bottles,  &c  ,  in  stock,  are  placed  at  30,1232.,  and  the  syphons, 
&c,  on  loan  at  25,6212.  ;  tablets,  giant  syphons,  &c,  5,7832. ; 
amounts  due  from  customers,  17,7522. ;  and  sundry  debtors, 
6082.  The  profit-and-loss  account  shows  gross  profits  at 
18,4662.  (as  against  19,4382.  last  year),  and  5,5002.  net 
(against  7,7162  ).  The  general  expenses  at  all  establish- 
ments are  stated  at  9.0012. ;  directors'  fees,  &c,  6102.  ;  and 
interest,  1,3082.  Law  expenses  and  bad  debts,  curiously 
enough,  amount  to  nearly  the  same  figure,  the  former  being 
722.,  the  latter  732.  The  Daily  Express,  in  a  note  on  the 
report,  says  that, 

as  only  506/.  is  being  carried  forward,  it  seems  scarcely  wise  of 
the  directors  to  distribute  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per 
annum  for  the  eight  months. 

Our  contemporary  evidently  overlooks  the  fact  that,  but  for 
the  wise  decision  of  the  directors  to  writeoff  1,3532.,  balance 
of  reconstruction  account,  a  dividend  of  at  least  7  per  cent, 
might  have  been  paid. 

Magor  (Limited). — An  extraordinary  meeting  of  the 
shareholders  was  held  at  Birmingham  on  November  22,  Mr. 
Thomas  Needham  in  the  chair.  The  primary  object  of  the 
meeting  was  to  consider  a  resolution  approving  of  the  action 
of  the  directors  in  dismissing  Mr.  C.  Bayley,  the  former 


managing  director,  under  the  circumstances  explained  in  our 
last  issue  (page  857).  The  chairman  expressed  the  opinion 
that  they  had  now  got  the  business  in  such  a  shape  that  it 
would  realise  a  profit,  but  before  any  dividends  are  paid,  a 
loss  of  5,2002.  would  have  to  be  dealt  with.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  company  was  over-capitalised,  and  he 
suggested  that  the  right  course  to  take  was  to  reconstruct  or 
amalgamate,  cutting  down  the  capital  very  considerably. 
There  was  now  no  fear  of  the  company  having  to  liquidate 
or  go  into  bankruptcy.  He  moved,  and  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  next  balance-sheet  of  the  company  be  made  out  to 
December  31,  and  that  the  annual  meeting  be  held  in 
March,  1901.  He  also  moved  a  resolution  approving  of  the 
dismissal  of  Mr.  Bayley  on  account  of  his  connection  with 
the  Imperial  Speciality  Company.  He  maintained  that  that 
company  had  made  profits  in  1897  and  1898,  but  nothing 
had  yet  been  handed  over  to  Magor  (Limited),  although 
that  was  a  condition  of  the  venture.  Mr.  J.  W.  Barratt 
seconded.  Replying  to  Mr.  Bayley's  statement  (see  C.  §  I). 
above  quoted),  that  the  loss  in  the  company's  trading  had 
arisen  largely  during  the  period  in  which  he  had  no  voice 
in  the  management,  Mr.  Barratt  proved  that  prior  to  Mr. 
Bayley's  management  the  shops  alone,  apart  from  the 
wholesale  part  of  the  business,  produced  in  1898  a  profit  of 
6,5982.  In  the  following  year  the  profit  was  reduced  to 
2,4142.,  and  in  the  final  six  months  of  Mr.  Bayley's  manage- 
ment there  was  a  loss  of  1,9122.  This  loss  had  been  growing 
month  by  month,  and  in  March  last  the  company  was  in  a 
position  of  serious  financial  jeopardy.  Since  Mr.  Needham 
had  taken  over  the  management  the  takings  had  increased, 
the  expenses  had  decreased,  and  instead  of  a  loss  they  were 
making  a  profit.  Mr.  Bayley  defended  himself  at  consider- 
able length,  pointing  out  that  from  the  commencement  of 
1898  until  October  of  that  year,  he  had  no  voice  in  the 
management,  a  gentleman  having  been  appointed  to  act  as 
general  manager,  and  under  his  management  the  whole 
business  began  to  go  down.  When  he  took  over  the  manage- 
ment in  October,  1898,  all  the  businesses  were  on  the  down 
grade.  He  was  all  along  opposed  to  the  Broad  Street  shop, 
and  to  the  wholesale  business,  both  of  which  had  involved 
the  company  in  loss.  He  reaffirmed  his  statement  in  regard 
to  the  Imperial  Speciality  Company,  and  said  it  had  yielded 
a  profit  of  1332. — his  share  being  442. — and  that  would  be 
handed  over  to  Magors  as  soon  as  the  book-debts  were 
collected.  Mr.  Joseph  Ansell  suggested  an  adjournment  of 
the  meeting  in  the  hope  that  Mr.  Bayley  and  the  directors 
would  arrange  to  discontinue  the  litigation.  Mr.  Bayley 
said  he  had  no  objection,  but  Mr.  Edge,  solicitor  to  the  com- 
pany, stated  that  an  adjournment  would  be  useless  unless 
Mr.  Bayley  would  give  three  definite  replies — whether  he 
is  willing  to  hand  over  to  the  company  the  premises  they 
occupied  in  Newtown  Row,  at  the  price  he  gave  for  them ; 
whether  he  is  prepared  forthwith  to  withdraw  his  action  ; 
and  whether  he  is  prepared  to  offer  one-third  of  the  profits 
of  the  Imperial  Speciality  Company  to  Magor  (Limited). 
Mr.  Cottrell,  solicitor,  answered  the  third  question,  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Bayley,  in  the  affirmative ;  the  other  two  questions 
Mr.  Bayley  was  perfectly  prepared  to  discuss.  To  allow  of 
this  being  done,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  for  a  fortnight. 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited). — An  extraordinary  general  meeting 
of  this  company  was  held  on  November  29.  About  two 
dozen  members  were  present,  and  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  was  in 
the  chair.    The  Chairman,  in  moving 

That  the  capital  of  the  company  shall  be  increased  from 
200,0002.  to  216,0002.,  by  the  creation  of  16,000  new  "  A  "  ordinary 
shares  of  12.  each,  which  shall  rank  pari  passu  in  all  respects 
with  the  existing  34,000  "A"  ordinary  shares  of  12.  each,  and  that 
Clause  9  of  the  Articles  of  Association  shall  be  modified 
accordingly, 

said  the  company  had  recently  purchased  an  old-established 
profitable  business,  with  good  class  home  and  export  con- 
nection, which  the  directors  think  desirable  to  carry  on  for 
the  present  as  a  separate  business  under  its  old  name.  They 
are  also  negotiating  the  purchase  of  two  other  businesses  for 
the  purpose  of  absorption.  Business  is  increasing  so  much 
that  more  plant,  premises,  and  stock  are  required.  For  all 
these  purposes  it  is  necessary  to  find  more  capital,  and  the 
directors  have  thought  it  best  that  any  further  issue  should 
be  offered  to  the  public.  For  this  purpose  it  is  proposed  to 
increase  the  issue  of  "  A  "  ordinary  shares  from  34,000  (at 
which  they  now  stand)  to  50,000.  The  resolution  was  adopted. 


Dec  ember  1,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


895 


Glance  H)own  tbis  %\et 


IF  yon  find  your  name  here,  send  a  postcard  at  once  to  Mr. 
Richard  Bremridge,  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  London, 
W.C  ,  for  he  proposes  (as  required  by  statute)  to  remove  these 
names  from  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists  or  phar- 
maceutical chemists  (marked  so  *),  or  both,  as  the  case  may 
oe.  If  he  takes  your  name  off,  you  will  have  to  pay  1/.  Is.  to 
get  it  restored  to  the  register  ;  but  a  postcard  sent  to  him  now 
will  keep  your  name  on  the  register.  The  card  to  Mr.  Brem- 
ridge may  be  to  the  following  effect : — 

Dear  Sir, — 

My  present  address  is  [whatever  it  may  be]. 

Yours,  etc., 

[Name  in  full]. 

If  your  own  name  is  not  in  the  list,  but  you  find  the  name 
of  a  friend,  let  him  know.  The  figures  after  a  few  of  the 
names  indicate  more  than  one  to  be  erased. 


Abbott,  John 

Abbott,  Joseph 

Adams,  Charles 

Adams,  Herbert  R. 

Airey,  George  R. 

Aiteheson,  W.  D. 

Aitken,  Robert 

Allan,  Charles  J. 

Allen,  William  F. 

Althorp,  Henry 

Anderson,  Ed.  E. 

Andrews,  George  J. 

Annette,  Alfred  G. 

Appleyard,  William 

Argles,  W.  H. 

Arnold,  Spencer 

"Ashworth,  Amos 

Aspinall,  R.  H. 

"Atherton,  John  H. 

Baehe,  William 

Bagott,  George 

Bagshaw,  W.  C. 

Bainbridge,  A.  R.  C. 

Baker,  John  James 

-Baldwin,  A.  H. 

Ball,  Henry  G. 
Ballingall,  Peter 
Barber,  William  L. 
Barclay,  Robert  W. 
Barnes,  Colin  M. 
Barnes,  Joseph  H. 
"Barnes,  L.  R. 
Barrow,  George  G. 
Bartlet,  Alexander 
Barton,  A.  F.  G. 
Barton,  Fred.  C. 
Barton,  Fred.  K. 
Beaton,  Edward 
Beattie,  Frederick 
*Beckwitb,  A.  F. 
Bell,  William  (2) 
Bentley,  William 
Beveridge,  John 
Bickford,  Alfred 
Bingham,  William 
Birch,  John 
Bishop,  Ernest 
Blackburn,  Samuel 
Blackith,  Charles  P. 
Blain,  Arbuthnot  H. 
Blankley,  Frank  F. 
Bolitho,  W.  H.  H. 
Bottomley,  A.  F. 
*Botwood,  C.  W. 
Bowling,  Henson 
Bowskill,  John  H. 
Bowyer,  Charles  H 
Boyden,  Alfred  E. 
Boyes,  William 
Bramley,  Samuel 
Branson,  Preston  J. 
Bray,  Ernest  E. 
Brew,  John  Archer 
Brewitt,  Alfred 
Brice,  Ernest 
Bridgen,  John  E. 
Brockbank,  Edward 


Browell,  John  J. 
Brown,  George 
"Brown,  James  J. 
Brown,  Joseph 
Brown,  Richard 
"Brown,  Thomas 
Brunyee,  Nathaniel 
Bryan,  John  N. 
"Buckle,  John  D. 
Burder,  Robert 
Burrell,  John  B. 
Burridge,  Henry  A. 
Bush,  William 
Bustard,  Francis  E. 
Butler,  Albert  E. 
Butler,  E.  D.  B. 
Calvert,  John  H. 
Calvert,  William  E. 
Campion,  Rowland 
Cantrell,  William 
Capern,  F.  T.  M. 
Capes,  Howard  H. 
Carew,  Benjamin  H. 
Carne,  Robert  H.  ; 
Carruthers,  George 
Carter,  Alfred 
Carter,  Thos.  J.  W. 
"Casewell,  R.  H. 
Cass,  John  William 
Cathro,  Thomas  G. 
Cattell,  Charles 
Chaff,  Thomas  W. 
Challinor,  Cedric 
Chapman,  Walter 
*Chapple,  Edwin 
*  Charles,  David 
Charlesworth,  H.  H. 
Chippendale,  J.  R. 
Chippindale,  James 
Choat,  Joseph  N. 
Chrispin,  William 
Churchouse,  W.  B. 
Clapp,  Edward  F. 
Clark,  Alexander 
Clark,  Henry  S. 
Clark,  Ralph  Tate 
Clarke,  George  H. 
Clayton,  Daniel  T. 
"Clayton,  Henry 
Clayton,  John  J. 
Clement,  Wm.  H. 
Clerke,  William  B. 
Cockburn,  James 
Cocker,  Harris 
*Cole,  Frederick 
Colling,  Herbert 
Connal,  William 
Cooper,  Birket  N. 
Cooper,  Lionel 
Copp,  William  R. 
Couper,  Robert 
Couzens,  Albert  E. 
Cowgill,  Abraham 
Cowper,  John 
Cox,  Oliver 
Creer,  George 
Cridland,  F.  E.  J. 


Cripps,  Charles 

Cross,  Valentine 

Crosthwaite,  Daniel 

Crowder,  Charles  H. 

Cullwick,  Geo.  H.J. 

Cullwick,  H.  E. 

Cumine,  Rupert  H.] 

Curie,  David 

"Cutting,  James 

*Daintree,  E. 

Dand,  Arthur 

Darney,  W.  E. 

Davenport,  G.  A, 

Davies,  John 

Davies,  L.  J.  A. 

*Davies,  M.  P. 

Davies,  P.  H. 

Davies,  Richard 

Davies,  Thos.  T. 

"Davies,  William 

*Davis,  Henry  B. 

Davis,  Wm.  R. 

Dawkin,  George  M. 

Dawson,  Thomas 

Dawson,  Wm.  H. 

Day,  Thomas  S. 
"Diaper,  Albert 

Dimmock,  C.  W. 
Dinwoodie,  J.  A. 
Dison,  Fred.  (2) 
Dixon,  Gibson  Q. 
Dobson,  George 
Dodds,  John  H. 
Dodridge,  Wm.  Jas. 
Doubleday,  F. 
Downing,  James 
Driver,  Arthur  S. 
Dugan,  Hugh  M. 
Duke,  Alex.  C. 
Dulley,  James  E. 
Dunbar,  John 
Duncan,  Charles  T, 
Dunnill,  George  H 
Eastwood,  Walter 
Eckersley,  Moses 
Edisbury,  James  F 
Edwards,  John 
Edwards,  Joseph  J. 
Edwards,  Thomas 
Eliott,  Samuel 
Elliott,  F.  W. 
"Ellwood,  Thos.  A. 
Enderby,  John  E. 
Escreet,  James 
Eustace,  Robert  G 
Evans,  Daniel  A. 
Evans,  David  H. 
Evans,  John 
Evans,  J ohn  P. 

|  Evans,  Thomas  M. 
Faircloth,  Wm.  H. 
Falkner,  S. 
Fann,  John  W. 
Farr,  Archer 
Faull,  Arthur 
*Ferreira,  A.  A. 
Field,  John 


Filmer,  John  H. 
Fisher,  Edwin 
Fison,  Sparham 
Fitch,  Edward  P. 
Fitch,  John  R. 
Flack,  Charles  W. 
"Fleetcroft,  J.  F. 
Fletcher,  Charles 
Fletcher,  F.  B. 
Flooks,  Thomas  H. 
Forbes,  John 
"Forsbrook,  W.  H. 
"Foster,  Edgar  D. 
Foulkes,  E.  J. 
Fowler,  George  W. 
France,  Hugh  A 
Francis,  H.  St.  D. 
Francis,  James  B. 
Frank lyn,  Thomas 
Fraser,  Alexander 
Fraser,  John 
Freeman,  Alfred  P. 
French,  Henman 
Freshney,  J.  W.  S. 
Fuller,  Thomas  G. 
Fynn,  Robert  H. 
Garwood,  George  J. 
"Gascoigne,  Chas. 
Gass,  Walter  H. 
Gauld,  William 
Gauldie,  N.  L. 
Geddes,  James 
Gee,  Ernest  M. 
Gibson,  Reuben  L. 
Gigner,  John 
Gilding,  Matthew 
Gill,  Reginald 
Gillman,  Henry 
Glass,  James  G. 
Gledhill,  William 
"Glover,  W.  K. 
Godwin,  F.  J. 
Gollop,  Robert  A. 
Goodchild,  N. 
Gordon,  Alexander 
Goss,  Sidney  F. 
Grace,  Charles 
Graham,  Alexander 
Gravett,  Thomas 
Gray,  Ebenezer  H. 
Gray,  James  G.  M. 
Green,  George 
Greenhalgh,  Clifton 
Grieve,  John  B. 

Grieves,  George 

Griffiths,  Benjamin 

Griffiths,  Charles  J. 

Griffiths,  Henry  T. 

Griffiths,  John  E. 

Grinstead,  John 

Guthrie,  James  S. 

Hackney,  W.  F. 

Hadlev,  Thomas 

Hall,  Louis  C. 

Hall,  Peter 

Hall,  Robert 

Hall,  William 

Halls,  William  C. 

"Halstead.  A.  W. 

Halsted,  Halsted 

Hambly,  Charles  J. 

Hamilton,  E.  H. 

Hamilton,  Robert 

Hannah,  Joseph 

Hannay,  L.  W.  C. 

Harmer,  James  D. 

Harpley,  R.  B. 

Harrington,  P.  J. 

Harrison,  John  G. 

Harston,  John  F. 

Hartley,  Thomas 

Hatton,  John 

Hay,  Arthur 

Hayles,  James 

Hay  ton,  Thomas  R. 

Hays,  Frederick  A. 

"Healv,  Joseph 

Heath,  F.  D. 

Heath,  Jonathan  L. 

Hedley,  Thomas 


Hendry,  A.  W. 
Henry,  James 
Henslcigh,  Henry 
Herron,  F.  T. 
Hetherington,  A.  H. 
Heynes,  Thomas  E. 
Hibberd,  John 
Higgins,  John 
Higson,  John 
"Hillier,  Henry 
"Hilton,  I.  A.  R. 
"Hitchcock,  C.  G. 
Hitchcock,  E.  L. 
Hitchcock,  James 
Hobson,  Thomas  C. 
Holden,  Robert  A. 
Hollingworth,  J.  H. 
"Holmes,  James  H. 
Homer,  F.  G. 
"Hopkins,  John  S. 
Hopkins,  W.  E. 
Hopkinson,  T. 
Hornby,  Alfred  T. 
Horne,  Joseph 
Horrax,  John 
Hough,  Ralph 
Howling,  Abram  E. 
Hudson,  Tom 
Hughes,  E.  W.  C. 
Hughes,  John  H. 
Hulme,  George 
Humphrey,  T.  B. 
Humphreys,  R.  J. 
Humphreys,  T.  H. 

P.  S. 
Hunt,  Andrew 
Hunt,  Frederick  H. 
Hunter,  George  A. 
Hurcomb,  L.  E. 
Husbands,  H.  H. 
Irons,  T.  M. 
Jack,  Geo. 
Jack,  Wm. 
Jean,  E.  A. 
Jefferson,  E.  W. 

Jenkins,  A. 

John,  Alf. 

John,  Ernest 

Johnson,  Alf. 

Johnson,  C.  T. 

Johnson,  Geo. 

*  Johnson,  S.  E. 

Johnson,  W.  D. 

Johnson,  W.  H. 

Johnston,  R. 

Jones,  E.  P.  R. 

Jones,  Ellis 

Jones,  J.  R. 

Jones,  L.  J.  W. 

Jones,  Matthias 

Jones,  T.  S. 

Jones,  T.  Y. 

Joseph,  N. 

Kay,  Wm. 

Keen,  Nimrod 

Keen,  W.  H. 

Keller,  Fred. 

Kendall,  A.  C. 

Kennerley,  A.  E, 

Kennett,  E. 

Kent,  T.  O. 

Kenyon,  Jas. 

Killoh,  Alex. 

King,  George 

Kirkham,  C.  J. 

Kirkness,  G.  D. 

Kirtlan,  S. 

Knighton,  T.  W. 

Laing,  J.  S. 

Lane,  F.  J. 

Lane,  Geo. 

Latham,  W. 

Laurie,  J.  A. 

Lawrenson,  J. 

LawB,  John  J. 

Laycock,  R. 

Leaper,  J.  S. 

Leech,  Wm. 

Levin,  J.  E. 

Lewis  A.  W, 


Lewis,  David 
Lewis,  Geo. 
Lewis,  T.  W. 
Liddle,  T.  M. 
Lidgett,  W.  F. 
"Lilly,  Arthur 
"Linton,  R.  T. 
Lister,  F.  S. 
Little,  T.  A. 
Littlewood,  J. 
Liltlewood,  J.  S. 
Livesey,  J.  T. 
Lloyd,  Ed. 
Lockwood,  Geo. 
Logan,  James 
Love,  Geo.  J. 
Lucas,  Albert 
Lyon,  Wm. 
McDougal,  D.  G. 
McEwen,  Wm. 
McGlinchy,  J.  O. 
McHardy,  Wm. 
Melntyre,  Geo. 
Maekay,  G.  B. 

McKenzie,  C. 

Mackridge,  W. 

Macleod,  T. 

McMaster,  T. 

McNeil,  J.  N. 

McOwat,  J.  H. 

Macsween,  A. 

Maddock,  H. 

Maitland,  W. 

Mallinsou,  F.  W. 

Mann,  Ed. 

Marden,  Geo. 

Marsh,  Ernest 

Marsh,  W.  H. 

Marshall,  W.  B. 

Marten,  C. 

Martin,  A.  H. 

Mason,  M. 

Massey,  R.  F. 

"Matthias,  J.  J, 

Maude,  S.  W. 

Maw,  S.  G. 

Meadows,  J. 

Melville,  D.  G. 

"Melvin,  Geo. 

Millar,  John 

Miller,  A.  S. 

Miller,  Robert  P. 

Miller,  William  H. 

Milling,  John 

Millman,  Thos.  R. 

Millward,  Frederick 

Milne,  William 

Milton,  Harry 

Mitchell,  Jacob  H. 

Moir,  William  S. 

Moody,  William  E. 

Morgan,  Thos.  W. 

Morris,  Bertram  L. 

Morris,  George  E. 

'Morris,  Henry 

Morris,  William 

Morrison,  David  R. 

Moses,  Walter  W. 

Mowat,  Edward 

Mudie,  Isaac 

Murray,  John 

Murray,  Wm.  L.  B. 

Naish,  Robert  E. 

Neale,  George 

Nest,  Henry 

New,  Thomas  C. 

Newman,  Walter  F. 

Newton,  Augustus 

Nicbolls,  Arthur  L. 

NiveD,  William  R. 
Norburn,  Albert  E. 
Norrish,  George 
Nosworthv,  S. 
Nutt,  G*  orge  H. 
Oakes,  Edwin  Y, 
Oakley,  James 
Odhams,  George  F. 
Oldroyd,  William 
Orrell,  William  H. 
"Osborne,  James 
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Owen,  John 

Page,  Percy  D. 

Palmer,  Frank  B. 

Palmer,  George  S. 

♦Parker,  Christian 

Parker,  James  H. 

Parr,  Frederick  R. 

Pashley,  E.  F.  C. 

Paterson,  George  F. 

Paton,  John 

Patterson,  John 

Pattinson,  James  S. 

Pattison,  Sidney 

Pattrick,  George 

Pawsey,  William 

Pearson,  William  J. 

Peck,  Wm.  H.  W. 

Petter,  Walter 

Pigott,  William  E. 

Pirie,  George  F. 

Plumbridge,  T.  S. 

Pogson,  Thomas  F. 

Pollard,  Jonathan 

Pooley,  John  D.  S. 

Pope,  John 

Porrett,  George  W. 

Potter,  Herbert 

Powell,  David 

Powell,  Edward  F. 

Powell,  Samuel  J. 

Powell,  Walter 

Power,  John  H. 

Preece,  Charles  G. 

Preece,  Richard 
♦Preston,  Henry 
Preston,  John 
Price,  Frederick 
Price,  Thomas  H. 
Price,  Walter  W. 
Pridgeon,  Henry  P. 
Priestly,  Jonathan 
Prince,  Arthur  G. 
Procter,  Alfred 
Proudfoot,  William 
Pugh,  Edward  L. 
Purvis,  T.  A. 
Ramsay,  D.  R. 
Ratcliffe,  George 
Reay,  John 
Rebaute,  F.  H. 
Redhead,  Matthew 
Redman,  S.  C. 
Rees,  J.  M. 
Reynolds,  Philip 
Rhodes,  A.  B. 
Richards,  John 
Richardson,  John 
Richardson,  T.  J. 
Riches,  R  P. 
Riding,  J.  J. 
*Ringer,  F.  A. 
Ritchie,  J.  M. 
Roberts,  David 
Roberts,  Edwin 
Roberts,  Herbeit 
♦Roberts,  W.  H. 
Robertson,  J.  A. 
Robertson,  Sidoey 
Robertson,  William 
Robinson,  Albert 
Robinson,  C.  M. 
•Robinson,  T.  D. 
Roebuck,  Charles 
Rookledge,  Fred. 
Roughton,  William 
Rouse,  F.  W. 
Rowbottom,  E.  A. 
Rugman,  A.  T. 
Russell,  G.  H. 


Rutherford,  Trios. 
Samm,  A.  G. 
Sara,  Herbert 
Saunders,  Parker 
Scholefield,  S.  G.  C. 
♦Scott,  Thomas 
Sharp,  Alexander 
Sharp,  John  C. 
Shellcross,  George 
Sheppard,  Alfred 
Sheward,  Thomas 
♦Shirley,  S.  S. 
Sillitoe,  F.  S. 
Simpson,  J.  W. 
Skeeles,  A.  E. 
*Skipper,  Edward 
Slack,  Samuel 
Slight,  John 
Slight,  W.  L. 
Sloan,  James 
Smart,  James 
Smith,  Alexander 
Smith,  A.  N. 
Smith,  Alfred 
Smith,  Charles 
Smith,  D.  M. 
Smith,  H.  G. 
Smith,  John  (2) 
Smith,  Thomas 
Smith,  Walter- 
Smith,  Westby 
Smith,  William  (2) 
Soddy,  F.  W. 
Soper,  Henry 
Southern,  Joseph 
Southwell,  J.  W. 
Sparrow,  T.  R. 
Spivey,  Fred 
Spurgeon,  F.  J. 
Spurin,  R.  C. 
Stable,  R.  H. 
*Stammwitz,  Louisa 
Stamp,  Christopher 
Steedman,  T.  C. 
Steeples,  W.  S. 
Steer,  James  H. 
Stephens,  E.  T. 
♦Stephenson,  Thos. 
Stevens,  Charles 
Stevens,  George 
Stevenson,  C.  H. 
Stewart,  A.  M. 
Stewart,  E.  H. 
Stokes,  John 
•Stonham,  H.  L. 
Storey,  Theophilus 
Stothert,  Thomas 
Stott,  John  E. 
Stott,  John  W. 
Sturdy,  Daniel 
Stages,  F.  W. 
Sumner,  John 
Sumner,  William 
Sursham,  F.  T. 
Sutherland.  J.  G. 
Sutton,  G.  Fj 
Swift,  P.  D. 
Tatler,  A.  E. 
Talbot,  T.  H. 
Tattersall,  John 
Taylor,  Henry 
Taylor,  Samuel 
Thomas,  Arihur 
Thomas,  E.  L. 
♦Thomas,  J.  D. 
Thomas,  James  J. 
Thomas,  Joshua  J. 
Thomas,  W.  H. 
Thompson,  H.  E. 


Thompson,  W.F.G. 
Thomson,  Alex. 
Thomson,  Thomas 
Thomson,  William 
Thorniley,  James 
Thurlby,  William 
♦Thurston,  Fred.; 
Tibbies,  William 
Titmas,  J.  H. 
Todd,  William 
Tomkys,  T.  H. 
Tomlinson,  John 
Totherick,  Edwin 
Tring,  Thomas 
Troughton,  Reg, 
Tucker,  C.  H. 
Tuffin,  A.  H. 
Tulloch,  J.  J.  B. 
Turner,  Herbert 
Turner,  William 
Turton,  William 
Tyler,  Thomas 
•Tyson,  T.  B. 
Underhill,  Henry 
Van  Nooten,  E. 
Walker,  J.  B. 
Wallace,  Andrew 
Walton,  John 
Walton,  T.  R. 
Warburton,  Wm. 
Ward,  T.  R. 
Waterhouse,  Thos. 
Watkins,  P.  H. 
Watkinson,  E.  W. 
Watson,  E.  J. 
Weaver,  W.  H.  G. 
Webster,  George 
Wellington,  Fred. 
Westhead,  William 
Whaley,  C.  H. 
♦Wharton,  William 
Wheeldon,  W.  H. 
Whitaker,  John 
Whitby,  E.  C. 
White,  A.  J. 
Whitney,  Henry 
Wilcox,  E.  W. 
Wilkes,  Thomas 
Wilkes,  T.  J. 
Wilkinson,  C.  H. 
Wilkinson,  F.  H. 
Wilkinson,  R.  C. 
Wilks,  Maurice 
♦Williams,  A.  H. 
Williams,  D.  L. 
Williams,  Richard 
Williams,  R.  W. 
Williams,  R.  H. 
Williams,  W.  H. 
Williamson,  Chris. 
Willoughby,  A.  J. 
Wilson,  C.  A. 
Wilson,  C.  J. 
Wilson,  G.  McL. 
Wilson,  John  P. 
Wilson,  Thos.  H. 
Wing,  William 
Wingrave,  Arthur 
Wood,  Alfred 
Wood,  Henry 
Wood,  J.  W.  W. 
♦Woodcock,  H.H.A. 
Woodland,  W. 
Woodward,  E. 
•Woolldridge,  Geo. 
Wright,  G.  W. 
Wright,  William 
Young,  F.  D. 
♦Young,  W.  J. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


These  Unique  Volumes,  the  "  Art  of  Dispensing "  and 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  furnish  all  that  is  lacking  to 
make  the  theoretic  pharmacist  a  skilful  up-to-date  crafts- 
man. The  man  who  possesses  these  volumes  and  conscien- 
tiously uses  them  will  face  with  a  calm  spirit  even  the  ugliest 
spectre  that  ever  worried  his  perplexed  brain  by  day  or 
Beared  him  in  his  dreams  by  night.  So  writes  a  correspon- 
dent (242/26). 


The  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  a  Standard. 

Sir, — In  view  of  the  extreme  importance  oE  the  above 
subject  a  further  exposure  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen's  controversial 
tricks  is  necessary.  He  began  by  twics  misquoting  me  ;  he 
has  now  twice  introduced  parentheses  to  statements  where 
no  parentheses  previously  existed. 

1.  On  page  784  of  your  issue  of  November  10  he  thus 
alludes  to  my  description  of  a  sentence  from  his  own  speech 
at  Sheffield  :— 

When  he  [Mr.  Allen]  stated  that  the  Editor  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  had  held  that  that  compilation  had  no  right  or 
authority  to  be  regarded  as  a  standard  for  the  articles  described 
therein  (meaning  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act)  he  [Mr. 
Allen]  was  .  .  .  stating  what  was  untrue. 

The  words  in  square  brackets  are  my  own.  If  any  reader 
will  refer  to  page  689  of  your  issue  of  October  27  he  will  see 
that  Mr.  Allen's  words  in  parentheses  in  the  above  sentence 
were  not  in  his  original  speech.  He  has  imported  them 
since,  without  explaining  that  he  has  done  so.  Had  he  put 
this  parenthesis  in  at  Sheffield  I  should  either  not  have 
written  a  word,  or  should  have  thanked  him  far  correctly 
stating  my  position. 

2.  On  page  860  of  your  issue  of  November  24  he  thus 
describes  me  : — 

Has  always  regarded  and  maintained  the  B.P.  as  a  standard 
(under  the  Adulteration  Acts  perfectly  well  understood) 
(page  746). 

Without  the  parenthesis  this  description  is  accurate  ;  with 
the  parenthesis  the  description  is  grossly  inaccurate.  The 
parenthesis  is  Mr.  Allen's. 

The  rest  of  Mr.  Allen's  last  letter  to  you  is  mere  feint  and 
abuse,  his  resort  to  which  I  can  only  regret. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Watford,  November  27.  John  Attpield. 

1868  v.  1900. 

Sir, — I  could  reply  to  Mr.  Lord  Gifford's  criticism  of  my 
views  more  easily  if  I  better  understood  the  point  where  his 
opinions  and  mine  diverge.  Mr.  Gifford  and  I  agree,  appa- 
rently, in  respect  for  the  principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 
We  both  contend  that  so  long  as  that  Act  remains  on  the 
Statute-book  we  have  the  right  to  demand  that  its  principles 
shall  be  respected.  But  I  gather  that  he  insists  on  looking 
only  at  the  surrounding  conditions  as  they  existed  in  1868, 
while  I — more  reasonably,  I  maintain — aim  to  adapt  the  Act 
to  the  circumstances  of  1900.  If  Mr.  Lord  Gifford  proposes, 
as  I  gather,  that  we  should  ask  Parliament  to  enact  that  no 
limited  company  shall  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons, 
I  can  only  regard  him  as  a  hopeless  visionary. 

Permit  me  also  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recommending 
the  Bloomsbury  scribe  who  has  commented  on  my  paper  con- 
tributed to  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  to  read  it.  I 
am  not  very  hopeful  that  he  will  understand  it,  but  he  may  get 
one  or  two  new  ideas  into  his  head,  and  these,  like  others  he 
has  got  from  me  in  the  past,  he  may  use  later  on  in  a  diluted 
form  as  his  own.  Meanwhile  I  may  remark  that  calling  me 
a  heretic  and  a  quack  in  no  way  disposes  of  the  axiom  that 
the  goodwill  of  a  chemist's  business  is  the  converse  of  the 
commercial  value  of  the  personality  of  the  proprietor. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  C.  WOOTTON. 

Barrymore,  North  Finchley,  November  26. 

The  Etymology  of  Antimony. 

Sir, — In  your  last  issue  Dr.  Berdoe  puts  in  an  interesting 
plea,  supported  by  ducal  authority,  for  the  popular  etymo- 
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logy  which  derives  antimoDy  from  the  French  antimoinc 
(anti,  against ;  moine,  monk).  The  duke's  version  of  the  pig- 
story  is  not,  however,  in  exact  accord  with  the  one  generally 
accepted,  which  is  told  as  follows  in  Pomet's  "  Histoire 
Generale  des  Drogues,"  Paris,  1694  : — 

Ce  mot  d'Antimoine  vient  selon  quolqu'uns  dc  ce  qu'un  Moine 
Allemand,  nomine"  Basile  Valentin,  qui  cherchait  la  Pierre 
Philosophe,  ayantjette  aux  Porceaux  de  l'Antimoine,  dont  il  se 
servait  pour  avancer  le  fonte  des  Metaux,  reconnut  que  les 
Porceaux  qui  en  avaient  mange,  apres  en  avoir  este  purgez  (sic) 
tres  violemment,  en  estaient  devenu  bien  plus  gras ;  ce  qui  lui 
fit  penser  qu'en  purgeant  de  la  meme  sorte  ses  confreres,  ils  s'en 
porteroient  beaucoup  mieux,  mais  cet  essay  lui  reussit  si  mal 
qu'ils  en  moururent  tous.  Cela  fut  cause  que  Ton  appella  ce 
mineral  Autimoine,  comme  qui  dirait  contraire  aux  moines. 

This  derivation  and  the  story  supporting  it  are  accepted 
by  the  great  Samuel  Johnson,  and  repeated  in  full  in  his 
English  Dictionary,  1760.  But  Littre,  in  his  monumental 
"  Dictionnaire  de  la  Langue  Francaise,"  1833,  effectually 
disposes  of  this  myth  by  pointing  out  that  the  word 
antimonium  is  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of  Constantinus 
Africanus,  of  Salerno,  who  flourished  at  the  end  of  the 
eleventh  century — four  or  five  hundred  years  before  Basil 
Valentine  was  born  I  Littre  advances  the  theory  of  an 
Arabic  origin  of  the  word,  and  this  etymology  has  apparently 
been  adopted  by  all  modern  lexicographers,  including  the 
one  quoted  by  Dr.  Berdoe.  In  the  "New  English  Dic- 
tionary "  Dr.  Murray  thus  elaborates  the  point : — 

Antimony,  an  adaptation  of  mediaeval  Latin,  antimonium,  of 
unknown  origin  ;  probably,  like  other  terms  of  alchemy,  a  corrup- 
tion Df  some  Arabic  word,  r  fashioned  so  as  to  wear  a  Greek  or 
Latin  aspect — perhaps  of  the  Arabic  name  uthmud,  othmod, 
itself  latinised  as  athimodium,  atimodium,  atimonium,  anti- 
monium. The  earlier  form  of  the  Arab  is  ithmid,  in  which 
Li ttre  suggests  an  adaptation  (qaamisihimmid)  of  Greek  <rn,u,tu'5a, 
variant  of  art  fifu,  whence  also  Latin  stibium.  If  this  conjecture 
be  substantiated,  antimonium,  and  stibium  will  be  transforma- 
tions of  the  same  word. 

Yours  truly, 

Brighton,  November  26.  C.  S.  Ashton. 

Sir, —I  do  not  think  it  likely  that  any  of  your  readers, 
however  learned,  will  add  much  to  what  we  find  on  this 
subject  in  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary  [passage  as  above 
quoted].  It  is  suggested  that  stibium  and  antimonium  may 
be  transformations  of  the  same  word  ;  and  the  popular 
etymology  which  analyses  the  French  antimoinc  as  "against 
the  monks,"  with  the  idle  tale  by  which  this  meaning  is 
supported,  is  dismissed  as  making  the  name  originate  more 
than  four  hundred  years  too  late  with  the  chemist  Basil 
Valentine,  in  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

Yours,  &c, 

C.  0.  Bell. 

["  Xrayser  "  refers  -to  the  matter  on  page  885,  and  to  the  same 
effect.   We  have  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Hickman. — Editor.] 

Smart  Assistant  (Limited). 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Strother  at  a  meeting  of  the  C.A.U,  reported  in  your 
journal  last  week,  may  I  suggest  that  if  the  assistant  who 
caused  the  takings  of  the  business  in  which  he  was 
engaged  to  go  up  1,000/.  in  one  year  were  put  on  the  market 
as  a  limited  company  the  shares  would  be  quickly  at  a 
premium  ?  Why  not  give  Hooley  a  chance  to  retrieve  his 
fallen  fortune  ?  Yours,  &c, 

Streatham,  November  26.  C.  Breese. 

Monsonia. 

Sir,— In  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  dated  Sep- 
tember 15,  1900,  appears  an  article  written  by  a  Mr. 
MacCreath,  and  also  a  photograph  of  a  root  stated  to  be  the 
root  of  Monsonia  orata.  Now,  I  do  not  know  if  the  writer 
intends  this  photo  and  his  description  of  Monsonia  ovata 
ty  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  numerous  readers  of  your  valuable 
paper,  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and  to  aid  them  in 
obtaining  this  valuable  plant  for  the  treatment  of  those 
afflicted  with  dysentery.  If  so,  then  I  am  afraid  that  his 
description  and  photo  will  not  in  the  least  assist.  Mr. 
MacCreath  has  evidently  been  misled  or  misinformed  by 
those  who  gave  him  the  information.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  monsonias  rarely  grow  above  6  inches  in  height.  They 
are  all  slender,  annual,  herbaceous  or  suffructicose  plants,  and 


have  rarely  a  root  that  exceeds  the  size  of  a  small  knitting- 
needle  ;  no  part  of  the  plant  has  any  astringency,  or,  at  least, 
the  astringency  is  so  small  that  it  is  scarcely  perceptible. 
This  is  borne  out  conclusively  by  the  fact  that  the  plant  has 
very  little  effect  when  given  in  ordinary  diarrhoea,  whereas 
it  is  a  specific  in  any  form  of  true  dysentery,  and  of  un- 
doubted value  in  checking  hemorrhage  and  discharges  in 
typhoid  fever.  Mr.  MacCreath  could  therefore  not  have  got 
hold  of  a  monsonia  at  all,  but  probably  of  a  root  belon  ging  to 
Pelargonium  an tidi/senterieu m  or  to  Bulbinia  aldoides,  or 
B.  lati 'folia.  They  answer  to  the  description  he  gives,  and  are 
used  by  natives  as  he  states.  The  natives  use  Monsonia  ovata 
in  the  form  of  a  tea  only.  J.  E.  Kulling,  Botanist. 

(20  years'  experience  in  South  African  medical  botany.) 

Sabrin,  near  Grahamstown,  C.C. 

[On  comparing  Mr.  MacCreath's  notes  with  several  specimens 
of  true  Monsonia  ovata,  we  find  that  Mr.  Kulling's  description  of 
the  plant  is  correct,  the  roots  and  stems  both  being  slender,  as 
might  be  expected  in  an  annual  plant  growing  not  more  than 
5  or  6  inches  high.  With  regard  to  the  properties  of  the  plant, 
it  is  described  in  Pappe's  "  Flone  Oapensis  Medicoe,"  as 
being  "  very  astringent."  Astringency  is  the  characteristic 
property  of  the  order  to  which  the  plant  belongs  —  Geraniacea. 
We  think  that  Professor  MacOwan,  the  Cape  botanist,  has 
stated  that  the  root  of  the  Pelargonium  referred  to  has  been 
erroneously  called  Monsonia  A  committee  representing  the 
Cape  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Boards  is  now  inquiring  into  the 
virtues  of  South  African  drugs,  with  a  view  to  recommending 
their  inclusion  in  the  B.P.  Addendum,  and  perhaps  they  will 
settle  this  matter  about  Monsonia  ovata,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
drugs  recommended  to  the  General  Medical  Council. — Editor.] 

Ointment-making. 

Sir, — I  am  receiving  more  honour  than  I  deserve.  In 
Professor  Attfield's  criticism  on  the  critics  of  the  British 
Pharmacopeia,  1898,  it  is  stated  that  I  suggested  that  certain 
ointments  of  the  B  P.  were  better  left  unstirred  ;  and  in 
your  issue  of  last  week  I  notice  that  Mr.  Abraham,  of  Liver- 
pool, in  criticising  the  criticism  doubted  the  value  of  the 
suggestion  ;  and,  no  doubt  being  led  astray  by  Professor 
Attfield,  again  gave  me  the  credit  of  it.  Now  the  idea  is 
not  mine,  but  is  that  of  a  better  man — viz.,  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  of 
Edinburgh,  who  has  contributed  not  a  few  useful  hints  to 
practical  pharmacy.  I  gave  my  authority  distinctly  at  the 
meeting  where  the  remarks  were  made.  Anyone  interested 
in  the  matter  will  find  Mr.  Boa's  practical,  and,  to  me,  con- 
clusive paper  printed  in  C.  &  B  ,  March  31,  1894,  page  447, 
and  in  Phariuaceutcial  Journal,  April  14.  1894,  page  861. 
He  may  then  judge  for  himself  whether  Professor  Attfield, 
Mr.  Abraham,  or  Mr.  Boa  is  right.  Personally  I  have  no 
doubts.  Yours,  &c, 

Glasgow,  November  27.  John  McMillan. 

Business  as  Usual. 

Sir, — In  case  exaggerated  ideas  should  be  formed  from 
the  newspaper  reports  of  the  small  fire  which  occurred  on 
these  premises  last  night,  we  beg  to  inform  you  that  the 
outbreak  was  confined  to  one  half  of  one  room,  and  that 
business  proceeds  as  usual.  Orders  received  this  morning 
are  being  despatched  to-day  in  regular  course.  Great  credit 
is  due  to  the  fire-brigade.  Yours  truly, 

Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb. 

60  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C.,  November  29. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  1900,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


100/34.  A.  G. — If  your  powders  were  not  a  pure  drug 
they  would  be  liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty,  because  you 
recommend  them  and  claim  a  proprietary  right;  therefore 
the  sale  of  the  powders,  according  to  the  Board's  decision, 
requires  a  patent-medicine  licence. 

246/41.  B.  4-  C— Yon  will  find  the  list  of  poisons 
scheduled  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  page 
212.  You  may  take  it  generally  that  any  article  containing 
these  things  in  appreciable  quantity  is  a  poison, 
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241/7.  X.  T.  Z. — It  is  necessary  to  label  preparations 
containing  codeia  "Poison."  You  will  observe  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  last  week  at  Linlithgow  obtained  a 
conviction  against  a  man  for  selling  opium,  the  article  sold 
being  tincture  of  opium.  The  same  principle  applies  to 
codeine. 

248/9.  M.Pli.S—  You  will  find  full  information  regarding 
the  registration  of  trade-marks  in  our  Diary.  The  cheapest 
and  quickest  way  for  a  provincial  chemist  to  find  out  if  the 
name  of  a  proprietary  article  is  registered  or  registrable  is 
to  apply  for  its  registration.  Get  an  application-form  F 
(cost  5s.)  at  a  money-order  office,  fill  up,  and  send  to  the 
Comptroller. 

249/9.  Subscriber  puts  this  case  : — A.  and  B.  enter  into 
equal  partnership  for  a  term  of  three  years.  Six  months 
from  the  commencement  of  the  partnership  an  apprentice,  X., 
is  bound  to  the  firm  for  four  years,  paying  a  premium  of  65Z., 
half  down  and  half  after  two  years  ;  10Z.  8s.  is  refunded  as 
pocket-money  at  the  rate  of  Is.  per  week.  Two  and  a  half 
years  from  the  commencement  of  the  partnership  another 
apprentice,  Y.,  is  bound  to  the  firm  on  the  same  terms  as  for 
X.  B.  taking  over  the  business  at  the  expiration  of  the 
three  years  and  A.  retiring  from  it,  what  compensation,  if 
any,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  trade,  is  due  to  A.  for 
the  two  apprentices  1  Apprentice  X.  will  have  paid  all  his 
premium  to  the  firm,  and  Y.  the  first  half  only.  [This  is  an 
incomplete  statement ;  we  are  not  told  how  the  money  is 
credited  to  the  business,  nor  who  pays  for  the  board  of  the 
apprentices.  The  soundest  principle  in  regard  to  indoor- 
apprentices  as  to  consider  the  premium  is  payment  of  the 
keep  of  the  apprentices  during  the  first  two  years,  wh;n  their 
services  are  not  of  much  account,  the  board  for  the  second 
two  years  being  paid  by  the  services.  In  any  case  A.  does 
not  appear  to  us  to  be  entitled  to  anything.  His  partner  B. 
has  still  most  of  the  trouble  with  the  apprentices,  and  if 
there  is  to  be  compensation  B.  should  get  it.  That  is  a 
matter  for  mutual  agreement.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


251/45.  J.  E.  A . — "White  Shellac  becomes  less  soluble 
with  age.  The  fact  that  it  absorbs  within  the  pores  some 
of  the  water  in  which  it  is  kept  should  also  be  taken  into 
account,  and  care  exercised  in  drying  the  shellac  before 
adding  it  to  the  spirit.  White  shellac  also  needs  to  be 
crushed  small  before  attempting  solution  in  spirit. 

215,34.  G.  T.  2V. — Preserving  Rabbit-soup. — This  is 
managed,  not  by  adding  preservatives — other  than  the  usual 
quantity  of  salt — but  by  bottling  or  otherwise  packing  the 
soup  whilst  hot  and  hermetically  sealing  each  package. 

216/51.  B.  B. — A  good  ointment  for  restoring  hair  on 
bald  patches  of  a  horse  was  given  in  the  C.  4'  D  ,  September  9, 
1899,  page  431. 

220/42.  P.  B,.  //—Works  on  Mechanical  Dsntistry.— 
Richardson's  "Mechanical  Dentistry,"  22.v.  (Churchill) 
Pearsall's  "Mechanical  Practice  in  Dentistry,"  18s.  (Claudius 
Ash);  Rose's  "Dental  Mechanics":  Part  I.,  Vulcanite 
Work,  2  s.  Qd.,  Part  II. ;  The  Dental  LaboratDry,  3s.  ;  Part  III., 
Plate  Work,  3s.  (Segg). 

102/4.  Nucis.  —  Oleum  Nucis  or  Nut  Oil  is  oleum 
arachidis.  It  is  largely  used  as  a  foodstuff  in  various  parts 
of  the  world,  and  is  quite  as  nutritious  as  olive  oil. 

228/73.  R.  W.  W. — Hommel's  Heematogen  is  a  prepara- 
tion of  the  heemoglobin  from  the  blood.  It  contains  glycerin 
and  flavouring  agents. 

244/7.  Scitscb.— The  doses  in  the  cough-ball  ( V.  C.  P., 
page  31)  are  not  excessive,  but  Calabar  bean  is  somewhat 
uncertain  in  its  action,  and  the  condition  of  the  horses  in 
your  case  may  have  contributed  to  the  griping  effect. 
Certainly  there  is  nothing  in  the  balls  to  account  for  that. 


174/51.  Cannon. — To  Ascertain  the  Capacity  (in  gal- 
lons) of  Cisterns,  multiply  length,  width,  and  breadth  in 
feet,  and  multiply  the  product  by  6J — c g.,  a  cistern  2  feet 
by  1  foot  4  inches  by  1  foot  3  inches  holds  20  gals.  To 
find  the  internal  capacity  of  cylinders  multiply  the  square 
of  the  diameter  of  cylinder  by  0-7854,  and  the  result  will 
be  the  area.  Divide  this  area  by  277  274  (the  number 
of  cubic  inches  in  a  gallon),  and  the  quotient  will  be 
the  area  in  gallons.  The  area  in  gallons  multiplied  by  the 
depth  of  the  vessel  (in  inches)  gives  the  total  content, 
or  multiplied  by  the  depth  of  the  liquid,  will 
give  the  number  of  gallons  contained  in  the  cylinder. 
Example  :  The  diameter  of  a  cylinder  is  50  inches,  what  is 
1he  area  in  gallons  1  50  x  50  =  2,500,  which,  multiplied  by 
0-7854,  gives  1,963-5000,  and  this,  divided  by  277-274,  gives 
7-08  gals,  to  the  inch.  Then,  if  the  liquid  is  15  inches  deep 
in  the  vessel,  the  quantity  contained  will  be  15  x  7'03 
=  106^  gals. 

218/58.  //.  W.  F. — You  should  read  the  chapter  on  acne 
in  "  Diseases  and  Remedies,"  where  a  concise  account  of 
the  treatment  for  this  obstinate  affection  is  given. 

212/19.    Kiesrhjulir. — Essence  of  Raisin  : — 

Amyl  acetate ...       ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Butyric  ether  

Essence  of  vanilla    ...  5vj. 

Oil  of  lemon   ?nxlv. 

Oil  of  wintergreen   mv. 

Tincture  of  raisins  (§iv.  to  Oj.  proof 

spirit)  to  ...       ...       ...       ...  Oj. 

We  have  no  formula  for  this,  which  is  wholly  artificial. 

199/10.  Ferran — Trustworthy  Cough-mixture  to  suit 
your  label : — 

01  anisi        ...   rnx. 

Acet.  scillre     ...       ...       ...       ...  ,*iss. 

Chlovodyni    5ij- 

Tr  senegse     ...       ...       ...       ...  3j. 

Spt.  chlorof   5iij 

Syr.  tolut   5ij. 

Dec.  lini  ad    Oj. 

Dose  for  adults  one  teaspoonful  two  or  three  times  a  day.  No 
intended  for  children  younger  than  3  years  of  age. 

234,63.  Logwood. — You  will  find  formulas  for  both  the 
sauces,  or  something  like  them,  in  "  Pharmaceutical  For- 
mulas." 

214/9.  Emigration.— See  the  reply  to  "  L.P.S.I."  Novem- 
ber 3,  page  750.  The  next  time  you  write,  please  send  jour 
name  as  well  as  your  address. 

29/100.  S.  R — Piesse's  "  Perfumery"  is  as  good  a  book 
as  you  can  consult  in  regard  to  the  history  of  perfumes  for 
the  purpose  of  a  popular  essay. 

234/25.  Aqua. — Worms  on  Greens.— Dissolve  1  oz.  of 
corrosive  sublimate  in  1  oz.  of  hydrochloric  acid,  and  19  oz. 
of  water.  Of  this  solution  use  a  teacupful  to  a  watercanful 
(2  gals,  or  so)  of  water. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


98/97.    Makers  of  violetol. 
257/69.    Makers  of  saltpetre  in  sticks. 
258,81.    Bichromated  gelatin  in  thin  sheets:  where  ob- 
tainable 1 

252/65.  Maker  of  corking-machine  for  6-oz.  bottles  and 
the  like. 

258;8.  Bottled  beer  (without  sugar)  for  diabetics  :  where 
obtainable  1 

258/80.  Maker  of  clinical  thermometer  with  bulb  at  top 
for  pushing  down  the  mercury. 

254/67.  Address  of  Messrs.  Reima  &  Co.,  late  of  Hamsell 
Street,  E.C.,  makers  or  agents  of  Breul's  Court-plaster. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  November  20. 

HPHERE  is  little  of  interest  to  record  in  the  drug  and  1 
J-    chemical  markets  this  week,  and  the  tone  is,  if  any- 
thing, duller  than  usual.    In  ipecacuanha  a  considerable 
business  was  done  after  the  auctions  last  week,  chiefly  for 
export  to  the  United  States,  and  stocks  are  now  becoming  1 
appreciably  reduced.    Sumatra  benzoin  has  also  received  a 
fair  amount  of  attention.    Ergot  sold  at  somewhat  easier 
prices  early  in  the  week  on  the  spot,  but  quotations  have 
since  advanced.     Cannabis  indica  has   also  considerably  1 
advanced.    In  fine  chemicals,  both  pilocarpine  and  eserine 
are  substantially  higher.    Essential  oils  are  quiet,  and  no 
business  of  importance  has  transpired.    Quinine  remains  in 
the  same  dull  condition  as  previously  reported. 


Higher 

Pinner 

Easier 

Lower 

Aniline  oil  and 

salts 
Canary-seed 
Cannabis  ind. 
Eserine 
Ginger  (Jam.) 
Pilocarpine 

Acid,  citric 
Acid,  oxalic 
Alum 
Cream  of 

tartar 

Ergot 

Wax,  Japanese 

Cassia  lignea 
Pepper 

Cinnamon 
Galls  (Chin.) 
Isinglass 
Oil,  castor 
Oil,  cod-liver 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  <fcc,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  November  23  to  28  (both  inclusive  I:  — 
Aloes  (Cape),  39  ;  antimony  (W.C.S.A.),  280 ;  argols  (@  Portugal), 
84  ;  benzoin,  61 ;  bismuth,  1 ;  camphor  oil,  15 ;  cardamoms,  49 ; 
carraway-seed,  80  ;  castor  oil,  (Pr.)  46,  (Ital.)  5 ;  cinchona.  (Ceylon) 
217,  (@  Amst.)  28,  (@  Valparaiso)  39;  coca-leaves  (Ceylon),  10  ;  j 
cocoa-butter,  30 ;  cochineal,  3 ;  cod-liver  oil,  (@  Rotterdam)  90, 
(@  Norway)  492,  (@  Hamburg)  25;  coriander-seed  (Mor.),  666  ; 
dragon's-blood,  4 ;  drugs,  (@  Trieste)  533,  (@  Fiume)  124,  (@ 
Hamburg)  8;  ergot  (Span.),  15;  essential  oils,  (@  N.Y.)  136,  (@ 
Messina  |  9;  galls,  (Smy.)  17,  (Persian)  734  ;  gentian,  47;  glycerin  ; 
(Fr.),  235  ;  gum,  unenumerated,  (@  Bombay)  254  cs.,  (@  Persian 
Gulf)  1,170  bags,  56  pkgs. ;  gum  tragacanth,  102 ;   honey,  33, 
(Chil.)  97,  (Ital.)  30;  iodine,  58 ;  lavender- flowers,  4  ;  lime-juice, 
830  pkgs. ;  manna,  2;  opium,  (Tky.t  93,  (@  Calcutta)  57;  orris  1 
(Ital.),  149;  quicksilver,  600;  quillaia,  260;  quinine  (@  Amst.), 
62;  rhubarb,  48  ;  roots  and  leaves,  (@  Bombay)  45,  (@  Genoa)  30 ; 
saffron,  2;  sarsaparilla,  5 ;  scammony-root  (in  transit)  10;  senna,  1 
(Tiny.)  264,  (@  Suez)  50;  squills,  10;  vanilla,  4;  wax,  bees',  (E.I.) 
23,  (Mor.)  9,  (Chil.)  5. 

Continental  Ports. 

A  useful  summary  oE  information  received  from  H.M.  Consuls 
upon  the  docks  and  cargo-arrangements  in  the  chief  ports  of  i 
France  and  Northern  Europe  has  been  issued  by  the  Foreign 
Office  as  a  parliamentary  paper  (price  11(7.).  It  contains  valuable  in-  [ 
formation  concerning  the  docks  and  harbours  at  the  ports  of  which 
it  treats,  and  in  regard  to  the  charges  on  shipping,  the  charges 
payable  by  the  merchant  on  leading  articles  of  import,  and  the  ! 
dues,  taxes,  and  other  charges  on  goods  exported.    The  facilities  | 
for  the  handling  of  goods  intended  for  immediate  removal  are  ! 
described,  as  are  also  the  arrangements  for  loading  and  dis- 
charging cirgoes  by  day  and  night.    Particulars  are  also  given 
of  the  Customs  requirements,  and  all  the  regulations,  facilities, 
charges,  etc  ,  of  various  continental  ports. 

African  Trade=facilities. 

Up  to  the  present  year  the  Deutsche  Ost-Afrika  Linie  have 
despatched  steamers  from  Hamburg,  calling  at  Amsterdam  and 
Antwerp  alternately,  and  Naples,  via  the  Suez  Canal,  to  the  East  | 


Coast  of  Africa,  running  as  far  south  as  Durban,  but  commencing 
1901  there  is  to  be  a  four-weekly  service  from  Hamburg  direct  to 
Cape  Town,  by  the  western  route,  proceeding  thence  via  the 
South  African  and  East  African  ports  and  the  Suez  Canal  back  to 
Hamburg ;  another  four-weekly  service  taking  the  opposite  route 
— namely,  via  Suez  Canal  to  East  Africa  and  Cape  ports  and 
home  via  the  western  route  -which  will  give  the  Eastern  and  Cape 
ports  a  fortnightly  out  and  home  service.  In  addition  there  is 
a  four-weekly  service  of  intermediate  boats,  via  the  Suez  Canal, 
to  the  East  Coast  ports,  running  as  far  south  as  Beira,  and 
homewards  again  via  the  Suez  Canal,  thus  giving  the  East  Coast 
ports  a  fortnightly  service  out  and  homo  via  the  Suez  Canal. 

British  Trade  in  Zanzibar. 

Reuter's  Agency  is  informed  from  Zanzibar  that  efforts  arc  now 
being  made  in  the  interests  of  British  trade  to  enable  manufac- 
turers at  home  to  get  into  closer  touch  with  the  trade  requirements 
of  Zanzibar  and  East  Africa.  In  furtherance  of  this  object  the 
temporary  services  of  an  official  of  the  India  Store  Department 
have  been  obtained  by  the  Zanzibar  Government.  A  sample- 
bureau  will  be  established  in  Zanzibar,  to  which  traders  of  all 
classes  and  consumers  will  have  free  access,  and  to  which  manu- 
facturers who  are  in  sympathy  with  this  movement  are  invited  to 
send  illustrated  official  catalogues  with  current  discounts  and  priced 
samples.  The  Government  of  Zanzibar  will  be  glad  to  enter  into 
communication  with,  and  to  receive  advice  and  assistance  from, 
manufacturers  at  home. 

Cablegrams.*! 

New  York,  November  29,  3.56  p.m.:  Business  here  is 
active.  Opium  has  developed  a  firmer  tendency.  Balsam 
copaiba  (Central  American)  is  easier,  at  353.  per  lb.  Jalap 
is  advancing,  and  14-c.  has  been  paid.  Coca-leaves  are- 
strong,  at  26c  ,  and  so  is  ergot,  at  54c.  Cannabis-indica  is 
considerably  dearer,  at  from  45c.  to  65c.  per  lb. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  November  29,  2 10  p.m.  :  No  important 
changes  have  been  made  to-day.  Refined  camphor  is  quiet. 
Castor  oil  is  dull  of  sale'and  cheaper.    Santonin  is  firm,  g 

*  *  *  * 

Smyrna,  November  26, 11.5  A.M  : — There  has  been  renewed 
activity  on  this  market,  sales  of  100  cases  having  been  made 
to  United  States  buyers  at  the  parity  of  from  9s.  3d.  to 
9s.  5d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  according  to  quality.  As  yet  no  rain 
of  consequence  has  fallen  in  the  producing  districts,  so  that 
a  further  advance  is  looked  for. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These prices  a/re  for  market-centres  other  than  London.] 

A  very  steady  tone  continues  to  rule  in  the  heavy  chemical 
market,  and  a  good  all-round  business  both  for  prompt  and  for- 
ward is  passing.  Values  generally  are  largely  unchanged,  but  are 
well  maintained  and  firm. 

Alkali-produce. — There  is  no  change  of  importance  from  late 
reports.  Bleaching-powder  is  in  somewhat  better  request.  Caustic 
soda  and  ammonia  alkali  are  both  in  continued  heavy  demand, 
and  are  very  firm.    Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  a  little  steadier. 

Alujiina-pboducts  are  in  very  fair  and  steady  consumptive 
demand.  Prices  are  well  maintained  and  have  tendency  towards 
advancement.  Sulphate  of  alumina,  white,  purest  makes,  and 
practically  free  of  iron,  87s.  6<7.  tc  92s.  6(7.  per  ton  in  casks,  free 
on  rails,  with  usual  allowances  for  bags  or  loose  slabs.  Alum 
crystal  is  very  firm,  and  again  somewhat  dearer ;  loose  lump,  57. 
to  57.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton ;  lump,  in  tierces,  5?.  5s.  to  57.  7s.  6(7. ;  and 
ground,  in  bags,  57.  12s.  6(7.  to  57.  17s.  6c7.  per  ton.  Aluminous 
cake,  52s.  6(7.  to  55s.  per  ton.  Sewage  alum,  47s.  6(7.  to  50s.  per 
ton.  Alumino-ferric,  52s.  6(7.  to  57s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Bauxite,  60  per 
cent,  alumina,  17s.  6(7.  to  18s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Hydrate  of  alumina, 
highest  percentage  and  purest  quality,  117.  10s.  to  127.  per  ton  in 
large  casks.  Chloride-of-alumina  solution,  12s.  to  13s.  per  ton, 
according  to  quantity,  in  barrels,  free  on  rails.  Aluminate  of  soda, 
highest  percentage  Alo05,  37s.  6(7.  to  40s.  per  cwt ,  according  to 
quantity  and  packages.  Carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7. 
per  cwt. 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes. — A  steady  business  con- 
tinues to  be  transacted ;  prices  are  a  little  easier,  particularly 
those  for  cotton  cakes.  Linseed,  95  per  cent,  pure,  87.  15s.  to  97. 
per  ton.  Oilcakes,  77.  15s.  to  87.  per  ton.  Cotton  cakes,  best 
makes,  57.  5s.  to  57.  10s.  per  ton,  and  seconds,  57.  to  57  5s.  per  ton. 

Coal-tar  Products  generally  are  rather  quiet.  Benzols 
steady,  90-per-cent.,  Is.  to  Is.  Id  ;  and  50-per  cent.,  Is.  lhd.  to 
Is.  2(7.  Carbolic  acids,  quietlv  steady,  crude  60-per-cent.,  2s.  Ihd.r 
to  2s.  8(7.  per  gal. ;  75  per  cent.,  3s.  1J<Z.  to  3s.  2d.  Crystals,  34c- 
35°  C,  10k7. ;  and  39D-40°  C,  10J(2.  to  11(7.  per  lb.  Aniline  oil 
and  salts,  verv  firm  and  dearer ;  the  former  now  stands  at  5hd.  to 
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5|d.,  and  the  latter  at  5d.  Anthracene,  A  grade,  3hd.  to  4(2. ;  and 
B  grade,  2£<Z.  to  3d.  Pitch  steady,  at  32s.  6(7.,  f.ob.  East  Coast. 
Naphthas  firm  :  Crude,  30-per-cent ,  5(2. ;  solvent  naphtha,  90-per- 
cent., Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d. ;  and  95-per-cent.,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  3j(2. ;  sol- 
vent wood,  colourless,  2s.  9(2.,  and  miscible,  3s.  4t2.  to  3s.  6(2. 
Creosote,  lf(2.  to  2d.  Toluol  steady,  at  about  Is.  3d. ;  and  pure, 
2s.  Id.  to  2s.  2d.    Piridin,  6s.  9d.  to  6s.  10(2. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  November  28. 
Castor  Oil. — Sales  of  good  Calcutta  seconds  continue  to  be 
made  at  3|(2.  per  lb.  Stocks  are  firmly  held.  Small  supplies  of 
first-pressing  French  which  came  on  the  market  have  been 
rapidly  cleared  off,  the  lowest  price  taken  being  3|(Z.  per  lb.,  and 
now  3  j(2.  to  3j(2.  is  the  value.  Good  seconds  Calcutta  in  barrels 
are  held  for  Ad. 

Canaryseed. — The  value  of  Turkish  is  well  maintained  at  33s. 
to  34s.  per  quarter.  Stocks  are  getting  into  much  narrower 
compass. 

Acacia  Sorts. — Eight  serons  hard  Soudan  have  changed  hands 
at  59s.  per  cwt.,  and  a  small  sale  of  soft  Soudan  sorts  has  been 
effected  at  75s.  For  the  latter  grade  70s.  to  85s.  per  cwt.  is  asked, 
according  to  quality. 

Beeswax. — Sixty-two  packages  cf  Gambia  have  been  sold  at 
prices  ranging  from  11.  17s.  6d.  to  72.  18s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  and 
about  2  tons  are  still  offered  by  importers  at  the  former  price. 
Further  sales  of  pale  primrose  Chilian  have  been  made  at 
11.  17s.  6<2  per  cwt. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  unchanged,  at  80s.  to  82s.  per  cwt.  for  fine 
yellow,  and  grey  ranges  in  value  from  59s.  to  65s.  per  cwt. 

Qdillaia  has  been  featureless  during  the  past  week,  but  values 
are  fully  maintained  at  13?.  17s.  6(7.  to  142.  per  ton,  according  to 
quantity. 

Turps  is  exhibiting  a  somewhat  firmer  tone  An  advance  of 
6(2.  has  been  established,  and  31s.  3d.  per  cwt.  is  now  the  price. 

Olive  Oil. — It  is  reported  that  the  Spanish  grades  have  been 
advanced  fully  21.  per  tun. 

Honey. — Californian  is  unchanged,  at  42s.  6(2.  to  54s.  per  cwt., 
according  to  quality.  Chilian  is  very  firmly  held,  the  small  stocks 
being  slowly  reduced. 

Galls. — A  parcel  of  white  mixed  and  blue  was  offered  at 
auction,  but  found  no  buyers  ;  70s.  per  cwt.  was  asked  for  blue. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  November  27. 

The  drug-market  shows  little  alteration,  and  is  becoming  quite 
as  the  end  of  the  year  approaches. 

Citric  Acid  is  very  firm,  especially  for  1901  contracts,  290m. 
per  100  kilos,  being  paid  for  this  period. 

Anise. — Unchanged,  at  34m.  per  100  kilos,  for  Russian. 

Quinine. — Flat,  at  47m.  per  kilo. 

Coriander. — Some  orders  from  the  United  States  have  cleared 
stocks ;  27m.  is  quoted  for  small  lots  in  second-hand. 

Menthol  is  in  slow  demand,  though  reports  from  Japan  are 
very  favourable  to  a  further  advance ;  26m.  per  kilo,  is  the  actual 
price. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — Consumers  continue  to  cover  their  wants  for 
next  year,  and  large  quantities  have  been  sold  at  about  95m.  to 
97im.  on  delivery. 

Star  Anise  is  at  a  low  figure  at  present,  and  can  be  had 
at  145m. 

Star-anise  Oil. — Some  lots  in  weak  hands  are  to  be  had  at 
124m.  per  kilo. 

Ipecacuanha. — In  spite  of  the  result  of  the  large  London  sales 
the  market  remains  steady  at  16m.  per  kilo.,  there  being  few 
holders. 

Santonin. — Second-hand  is  practically  exhausted,  and  the  few 
kilos,  which  can  be  had  are  held  for  294m.  per  kilo. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — The  slow  demand  has  set  back  the  market  a 
trifle,  but  the  tendency  is  still  firm,  as  Spain  and  Russia  are  bare 
of  stock ;  510m.  to  520m.  is  quoted  for  Spanish,  while  Russian 
is  not  offered. 

Wormseed. — Good  green  is  scarce,  at  63m.,  whilst  about  30 
tons  of  current  are  to  be  had  at  46m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  decidedly  better,  at  62£m.  per  100  kilos. 

Kola  is  very  scarce ;  44m.  is  the  lowest  for  good  natural 
quarters. 

Cevadilla-seed  is  dull,  at  70m.  per  100  kilos. 

Aloes  is  quiet,  at  50m.  per  100  kilos,  for  Cape. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  also  quiet ;  second-hand  is  quoted  at 
460m.  to  457im.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  continues  firm,  at  66m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  quoted  50m.  to  49m.  per  100  kilos. 

Senega  is  tending  firmer,  at  450m.  per  100  kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  quiet ;  prices  vary  from  115m.  to  170m.  per  100 
kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Oils.  Castor  is  dull  for  forward  delivery,  while  spot  oil  is  very 
scarce.    First  pressing,  in  barrels,  quotes  spot  69m.  to  70m., 


and  January-June,  58m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod-liver  oil  is  dull 
and  lower,  at  70m.  per  barrel  for  non-congealing  oil.  Linseed  oil 
fluctuating,  without  business.    Clove  firmer,  at  6£m.  per  kilo. 

American   Drug  Market. 

New  York,  November  20. 

The  drug-market  is  fairly  active,  with  a  good  consuming  demand. 
The  undertone  is  steady,  and  dealers  express  confidence  in  the 
outlook. 

Asafetida. — Supplies  are  light,  and  the  market  has  a  very  firm 
tone.  Prime  quality  is  scarce,  and  as  high  as  30c.  per  lb.  is 
asked.    Quotations  of  inferior  grades  range  from  18e.  to  25c. 

Balsam  Copaiba  is  in  good  demand,  and  only  competition 
between  dealers  prevents  an  advance.  The  general  quotation  for 
prime  Central  American  is  34c,  but  some  holders  ask  36c. 
per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  in  good  jobbing  demand,  and  quotations 
are  well  maintained,  at  4|c.  to  7c,  according  to  quality,  age,  &c. 

Ergot. — Russian  is  higher,  under  the  influence  of  a  good, 
demand.  Considerable  quantities  have  changed  hands  at  54c 
to  56c  per  lb.,  and  holders  now  ask  57c.  to  60c,  according  to 
quality. 

Golden-seal  Root  (Hydrastis)  is  higher  on  the  spot,  58c.  being 
asked.    Little  business  is  being  transacted. 

Honey. — Californian  is  scarce  and  in  good  demand.  For  strained 
7|c  to  8c.  is  asked. 

Ipecac.  (Rio)  is  in  light  supply,  but  in  the  absence  of  demand 
the  market  is  dull.  Quotations  are  nominal,  at  $2.75  to  §2.85 
per  lb. 

Jalap. — An  improved  demand  has  advanced  prices,  and  14c.  is 
now  asked  for  prime  tubers.  The  spot-supply  is  limited,  and 
arrivals  have  been  bought  up. 

Menthol. — Excitement  prevailed  in  the  market  last  week,  and 
prices  jumped  to  $4.50  per  lb.  The  situation  is  now  somewhat 
easier,  but  an  advance  of  70c.  is  maintained,  dealers  now  asking  $4. 

Oil  of  Peppermint. — New  crop  will  not  be  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  last  season's,  and  quotations  are  very  firm.  Western  is 
still  obtainable,  at  $1.10  in  bulk. 

Quinine  is  steady,  at  35c.  in  100-oz.  tins. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  is  easier,  and  supplies  are  offering  at 
7jc  per  lb. 

Senega  is  a  trifle  easier  owing  to  anxiety  on  the  part  of  some 
dealers  to  realise.  Supplies  are  obtainable  at  45c.  per  lb.  It  is 
not  anticipated  that  this  feeling  will  last  long. 

Japanese  Drug= market. 

Yokohama,  November  1. 
The  market  continues  dull  so  far  as  the  drug-trade  is  concerned 
and  there  is  an  absence  of  speculation  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
want  of  money. 

In  export  staples  menthol  is  advancing,  and  a  few  important 
transactions  have  been  made  at  6.75  yen  per  catty.  Holders  are 
not  anxious  sellers,  as  it  is  difficult  to  secure  stuff  in  the  interior 
where  far  higher  prices  are  asked.  Peppermint  oil  is  also  firm  at 
2.35  per  catty.  Dry  ginger  is  steady,  at  12.75  per  picul ;  stock  is 
much  reduced.  Refined  camphor  sells  well  at  1.10  yen  per  lb. 
Galls  are  very  dear  ;  to-day's  quotation  is  32  yen  per  picul,  which 
is  20  per  cent,  higher  than  that  ruling  a  few  months  ago,  so  that 
manufacturers  of  tannic  acid  quote  higher  prices.  Bleaching- 
powder  is  dearer,  owing  to  increased  cost  of  raw  materials ;  at 
present  5.80  per  100  lbs.  is  quoted,  and  makers  complain  even 
at  that  price  it  does  not  pay  to  manufacture.  Sulphate  of  copper 
is  quoted  at  15J  yen  per  picul.  Iodine  and  iodides  are  unchanged 
with  an  easier  tendency. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Citric. — As  already  reported  the  market  is  firmer 
at  from  Is.  3\d.  to  Is.  3§r2.  per  lb.  for  English  crystals. 

Acid,  Oxalic,  is  firmer  at  3^d.  per  lb.  net,  delivered  free 
London. 

Aconite.— For  good  Continental  root  (Napellus)  the  high 
figure  of  56s.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

Anise,  Star. — Advices  from  Hong  Kong,  dated  October  26, 
report  that  during  the  preceding  fortnight  some  further 
1,500  piculs  for  November-December  delivery  have  been  sold, 
and  dealers  are  now  unable  to  offer  any  more  for  such 
shipment.  For  January  delivery  $33  is  asked,  and  $34  for 
spot. 

Arrowroot  neglected.  All  the  St.  Vincents  offered  at 
sale  on  Wednesday  was  bought  in  at  2£d.  to  3§(2.  per  lb., 
and  Australian  at  1J/Z.  to  l\d.  per  lb. 

Asafetida. — In  the  medium  grades  further  business  has 
been  done  at  lower  prices. 
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Belladonna-root  has  been  in  good  demand  ;  quotations 
range  from  38s.  to  42s.  per  cwt.  for  quantity,  but  for  single 
bales  the  price  is  proportionately  higher. 

Benzoin. — The  bulk  of  the  business  done  last  week  was 
immediately  after  the  auctions,  when  a  parcel  of  common 
Sumatra  seconds  sold  at  61.  2s.  Qd  per  cwt. ;  11.  to  71.  5s.  was 
paid  for  fair,  and  a  sale  of  12  cases  has  been  made  at  91.  10s. 
for  fine  seconds.  No  business  in  Palembang  gum  has  trans- 
pired, probably  in  view  of  the  fact  that  100  cases  have  arrived 
this  week.    About  40  cases  of  Sumatra  gum  are  also  landing. 

Camphor. — Japanese  crude  is  quiet,  and  unchanged  at 
178s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  pressed,  195s.  to  197s.  Qd ,  c.i.f.  On 
the  spot  there  is  a  little  crude  at  195s.  in  second-hands. 

Advices  from  Hong  Kong  dated  October26,  quote  old  Formosan 
camphor  $94-  (stock  100  piculs) ;  Kwangsi  $87  (unsold  stock  about 
80  piculs).  Monopoly  "A  "  quality  is  quoted  $107,  ani  "  B  " 
ditto  $89  h 

Cannabis  Indica. — This  has  been  the  feature  of  the 
drug-market  this  week,  a  fair  export  business  having  been 
transacted  for  American  account.  For  tops  up  to  Is.  5(2.  has 
been  paid  (an  advance  of  3d.),  and  Is.  8(2  is  now  asked,  and 
that  for  a  small  quantity  only.  Sittings  have  also  sold  up 
to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.,  an  advance  of  8d.  on  the  last  prices  paid. 
The  London  stock  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  two  dealers, 
who,  it  is  said,  will  advance  the  price  with  each  successive 
sale. 

Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  on 
December  6  will  contain  32,221  kilos,  quinine  sulphate,  or  an 
average  percentage  for  the  manufacturing  bark  of  5  33  per 
cent.,  against  an  average  of  5  39  per  cent,  for  the  November 
auctions,  and  5  38  per  cent,  average  for  the  ten  auctions 
held  in  1899.  The  exports  from  Ceylon  for  the  week  ending 
November  5,  were  600  lbs.  From  January  1  to  November  5 , 
they  have  been  : — 

1900         1899         1898  1897 
Lbs.  ...  412,590      566,177     776,475  611,926 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  sales  were  held  last 
Monday.  There  was  a  good  supply,  and  the  most  part  of  it 
was  sold  at  steady  prices  compared  with  the  last  auctions. 
Fine  superior  brought  Is.  bd  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb. ;  fair  to  good  firsts, 
ll\d.  to  Is. ;  seconds,  10^d.  to  lid. ;  thirds,  9§(2.  to  10(2. ;  and 
fourths,  9d.  per  lb.  Quillings  sold  at  l\d.  to  9\d.  per  lb.  for 
fair  to  fine,  and  chips  were  bought  in  at  4(2.  per  lb.  For  the 
wild  there  was  no  demand,  and  it  all  remained  unsold. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — The  tendency  is  firmer,  although  no 
material  change  in  quotations  is  reported.  Best  white 
French  crystals  are  77s  per  cwt.,  and  powder  78s.  to  79s. ; 
98-per-cent.  powder,  81s.  to  82s. 

Dragon's-blood. — Four  cases  of  fine  block  have  arrived 
this  week. 

Ergot. — Rather  lower  prices  have  been  accepted  on  the 
spot,  a  lot  of  21  bags  Spanish  ex  auction  having  changed 
hands  at  2s.  2\d.  per  lb.,  but  there  is  no  more  to  be  had  at 
this  figure,  and  prices  have  now  advanced.  Prices  from 
the  producing-districts  are  very  firm,  new  Spanish  being 
offered  at  2s.  3d.,  c.i.f  ,  in  ton  lots.  Holders  of  Russian 
quote  2s.  6d.,  spot,  for  small  clean,  and  2s.  6(2.  for  Spanish. 

Eserine  has  been  advanced  6(2.  per  gramme,  makers 
quoting  3s.  for  small  wholesale  quantities. 

Galls. — Persian  are  slow  of  sale  on  the  spot,  and  quota- 
tions are  nominal.  To  arrive  blues  are  said  to  have  changed 
hands  at  57s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  for  December-January  shipment,  but 
this  figure  would  probably  be  shaded.  Chinese,  for  arrival, 
are  lower  again,  there  being  sellers  at  65s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and 
Japanese  at  64s..  c  i.f.  weights,  for  picked. 

Hong  Kong  advices,  dated  October  26,  state  that  the  crop  of 
Chinese  galls  is  estimated  to  yield  3,000  to  3,500  piculs  of  average 
good  quality. 

Gum  Arabic. — Selected  Persian  "  insoluble "  gum  is 
scarce  and  wanted,  but  stocks  of  ordinary  qualities  are  heavy. 
In  unworked,  sales  have  been  made  at  17s.  to  17s  Qd.,  and 
worked  at  19s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — There  was  a  good  business  in  Rio  root 
after  the  auction  last  week,  principally  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States.  Some  Cartagena  has  also  been  sold  at  prices 
ranging  from  6s.  9d.  up  to  7s.  3d,  per  lb  ,  as  in  quality. 
About  20  bags  of  this  description  have  arrived. 


Isinglass.- — At  auction,  the  fair  supply  of  941  packages 
was  offered,  of  which  about  half  were  sold  at  generally 
reduced  prices  with  a  slow  demand.  Bombay  was  again  in 
large  supply,  and  only  a  few  packages  sold,  at  2(2.  to  3d. 
decline.  Penang  in  fair  supply,  leaf  being  about  Qd.  to  3d. 
cheaper;  purse  was  also  lower,  but  tongue  was  Hd.  to  Qd. 
dearer.  Saigon  in  large  supply  and  about  9d.  per  lb.  lower. 
Para  met  a  decline  of  Id.  per  lb. 

Lobelia. — There  has  been  a  fair  demand  for  this  herb, 
and  one  dealer  has  disposed  of  his  stock.  Another  holder 
asks  3%d.  per  lb.  net,  spot. 

Menthol  is  unchanged,  business  having  been  done  at  13s. 
per  lb.,  spot,  for  Kobayashi.  To-day  there  has  been  a  good 
inquiry  from  the  Continent,  and  business  is  likely  to  result 
at  about  12s.  3d.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Anise  Star  and  Cassia  are  both  weak,  and  quota- 
tions are  nominal  in  the  absence  of  business. 

Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  is  now  quoted  361.  per  ton  in 
barrels,  and  4^(2.  per  lb.  in  cases  First,  33'.  10s.  in  barrels, 
and  3|<2.  in  cases ;  seconds,  321  10s.  and  3\d.  respectively. 
Belgian  first  pressing  spot  is  331 ,  and  second  pressing  31/. 

Calcutta  advices,  dated  November  8,  report  a  fair  demand 
for  all  but  U.K.  shipment,  with  closing  quotations  somewhat 
lower  than  they  have  been  during  the  fortnight's  interval. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
November  24  that  the  market  is  still  falling,  and  sales  are 
few.  Best  Lofoten  non-congealing  oil  is  now  obtainable  at 
the  equivalent  of  63s.  to  64s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  Bergen.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  9,248  barrels, 
against  13,176  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year. 

Oil,  Lemon. —  The  price  is  well  maintained,  holders  of 
pure  asking  from  3s.  10(2.  to  4s.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Oil,  Lemongrass,  is  steady,  at  from  3J(2.  to  4(2.  per  oz., 
spot.    The  c.i.f.  quotation  is  3T7ff(2. 

Oil,  Orange. — Sweet  is  quoted  by  one  agent  at  6s.,  and 
bitter  at  7s.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Peppermint.— For  Japanese  dementholised  4s.  3d., 
spot,  has  been  paid,  and  7s.  for  40  per  cent.  American  HGH 
is  quiet  at  6s.,  spot,  and  good  brands  of  Wayne  County  at 
from  4s.  8(2.  to  4s.  9(2.,  c.i.f. 

Opium. — The  demand  still  continues  good,  the  business 
being  chiefly  confined  to  manufacturing  and  druggists' 
qualities,  at  unchanged  but  full  prices.  Several  parcels 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  market.  Retail  sales  of  fine 
Persian  continue  to  be  made  at  14s  Qd.  per  lb.  There  are 
buyers  for  arrival  at  14s.,  but  14s.  3(2.  is  asked. 

Smyrna,  November  16. — The  much- looked- for  rain  has  been 
pretty  general  in  the  lower  opium-districts,  but  in  the  upper  dis- 
tricts it  has  not  yet  rained,  and  owing  to  this  holders  still  keep 
firm  at  last  week's  prices.  The  transactions  this  week  amount  to 
58  cases,  as  follows: — Five  cases  inspected  Yerli,  at  the  equiva- 
lent of  10s.  6(7.  per  lb. ;  33  cases  Yerli  talequale,  at  10s.  ;  and  20 
cases  Adelte  and  Karahissar,  at  9s.  3'?.  to  9s.  6(2.,  c.i.f.,  European 
ports,  for  exportation.  The  arrivals  to  date  amount  to  3,420 
cases,  against  2,173  cases  at  the  same  period  of  last  year.  The 
market  closes  unchanged. 

Constantinople,  November  23. — For  some  time  past  the 
market  has  been  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  who  have  been 
gradually  forcing  prices  up.  During  the  past  week  they  have 
bought  37  cases,  beginning  at  9s.  6<7.  and  rising  to  9.s.  8(7.  per  lb. 
for  Karahissars.  The  position  is  in  their  hands  entirely  fall 
regular  buyers  abstaining),  and  they  will  probably  raise  prices 
still  further  ere  long. 

Pilocarpine. — Both  hydrochloride  and  nitrate  have  been 
advanced  to  62s.  per  oz.  for  1-oz.  lots,  with  a  proportionate 
reduction  for  8-oz.  parcels.    Pure  is  quoted  3s.  per  gramme. 

Quinine. — The  second-hand  market  closed  again  lower  at 
the  end  of  last  week,  December  delivery  selling  at  Is  3d. 
down  to  Is.  2-kd .,  and  March  at  Is.  3^d.  per  oz.,  but  early  this 
week  there  was  a  slight  recovery,  a  small  business  being  done 
at  from  Is.  2^(2.  to  Is.  2f<?.  for  December,  Is.  3J-(2.to  Is.  3^(2.  for 
March,  and  Is.  3|(2.  to  Is.  3§(2.  for  May.  On  Wednesday  the 
market  was  very  quiet,  March  selling  in  a  small  way  at 
Is.  3^(2.,  and  May  at  Is.  3^d.  per  oz.,  and  to-day  there  is 
practically  no  change.  At  the  Batavia  auctions  on  Wednes- 
day 3,200  kilos,  of  Ed.  II.  were  sold  at  a  parity  of  ZZfL  per 
kilo.,  against  24gfl.  paid  in,  October  auction.  Ed.  III.  was 
bought  in.  The  next  auction  will  take  place  on  December  19. 
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Saffron. — The  demand  continues  fairly  active  at  un- 
changed rates,  importers  quoting  genuine  Valencia  at  31s. 
per  lb.  net.    Guaranteed  B.P.  quality  is  quoted  32s.  Qd. 

Santonin. — The  quotations  have  been  slightly  amended 
from  those  given  last  week,  the  discounts  having  b3en 
abolished.  The  quotation  for  28  lbs.  or  less  is  14s.  9d.  per 
lb.  net. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  6  bales  of  grey  Jamaica  root  offered 
last  week  were  disposed  of  immediately  after  the  sale,  at  the 
limit,  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  About  11  of  Jamaica,  and  4  of  Lima 
have  arrived  this  week. 

Seeds  generally  are  quiet,  but  prices  fully  maintained. 
Russian  Anise  has  been  sold  at  16s.  per  cwt.  on  c.i.f.  terms. 
Coriander  unchanged.  Cumin  firm,  but  only  a  retail  busi- 
ness doing.  Canary  is  gradually  becoming  dearer,  owing  to 
a  fair  demand  coming  upon  depleted  stocks  ;  33s.  Qd.  per  qr. 
is  wanted  for  Turkish.  Linseed  is  still  quoted  at  60s.  to  62s. 
per  qr.  for  fine  bold  clean.  Caraway  steady  at  35s.  to  36s. 
per  cwt.    Fenugreek  slow  at  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Shellac— The  market  opened  quiet  although  steady, 
small  sales  of  fair  second  orange  TN  being  made  at  61s.  per 
cwt.,  spot.  For  arrival  November-January  shipment  has 
been  sold  at  60s.,  c.i.f.,  and  February-April  shipment  at  61s. 
More  activity  has  prevailed  in  the  market  for  futures  this 
week,  and  a  fair  business  has  been  done  at  firm  prices. 

Spices. — Cochin  Ginger  continues  depressed,  and  at 
auction  on  Wednesday  good  washed  rough  partly  sold  at  29s. 
per  cwt.,  ordinary  quality  being  bought  in  at  27s.  to  28s.  ; 
medium  and  small  native  cut  sold  at  44s.  to  44s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
All  the  Jamaica  offered  was  bought  in,  there  being  no 
demand.  Bold  hard  Bengal  character  was  withdrawn  at  31s. 
per  cwt.  A  few  odd  lots  of  Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought  in, 
but  the  speculative  market  is  more  active  and  dearer,  4^^. 
per  lb.  being  paid  on  Wednesday  for  March-May  delivery. 
Stems  were  bought  in  at  l%d.  per  lb.  Zanzibar  Chillies  were 
withdrawn  at  35s.  to  38s.  per  cwt.  for  dull  to  fair  stalky,  and 
picked  Japan  at  40s.  Good  to  fine  red  picked  Nyassaland 
sold  at  50s.  to  55s.  Qd  per  cwt.  Fair  Natal  Capsicums  sold 
at  70s.  per  cwt.,  but  fine  were  bought  in,  83s.  being  wanted. 
Mace  quiet ;  small  red  Penang  was  bought  in  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 
Nutmegs  sold  at  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  for  66's,  and  at  Is.  $d.  for 
80's,  being  steady.  Cinnamon-cMps  were  bought  in  at 
4(2.  per  lb.,  and  quillings  were  held  for  Qd.  per  lb.  Cassia 
lignea  sold  at  44s.  to  45s.  per  cwt.  for  recent  import.  Singa- 
pore Cassia  vera  was  bought  in  at  22s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Pepper 
is  lower  for  Singapore  black,  but  a  good  business  has  been 
done  at  the  decline,  and  the  market  is  steadier  ;  the  spot 
quotation  is  Q^d.,  and  for  future  shipment  Q^d.  per  lb. 
Singapore  white  was  bought  in  at  9\d.  per  lb.  for  good  fair, 
and  at  10^d.  for  good.  Penang  partly  sold  at  8^2.  per  lb. 
for  good  white  limed,  and  at  the  same  price  to  arrive  for 
fair. 

Sulphur. — It  is  reported  from  Messina  that  the  prospects 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  contract  proposed  by  the  Anglo- 
Sicilian  Company  are  very  poor,  not  10  per  cent,  of  the  mine- 
owners  having  adhered.  This  fact  has  led  the  company  to 
begin  selling  large  quantities  at  daily  reduced  prices  which 
tempt  speculators.  Several  large  steamer  cargoes  were  also 
sold  to  the  United  States  notwithstanding  the  high  freights, 
but  the  company  continuing  to  sell,  a  general  panic  seized 
those  interested.  At  Caltanisseta  a  meeting  was  recently 
held  when  all  those  present  unanimously  accepted  the  new 
contract  as  proposed  by  the  company,  who  consented  to 
extend  the  date  for  adhesion  until  the  end  of  November.  So 
far  the  adherents  do  not  number  80  per  cent,  of  the  total 
producers,  the  minimum  fixed  by  the  company.  Although 
the  future  is  still  unsettled,  prices  have  recovered  about  3s. 
Should  the  new  contract  be  confirmed  the  prices  will  certainly 
advance.  Stocks  are  about  20,000  tons  less  than  those  last 
year.  Best  unmixed  seconds  are  quoted  74s.  per  ton  of  13 
Sic.  cantars,  f.o.b.,  best  thirds  65s.  Qd.,  refined  block  sulphur 
78s.  Qd.,  ditto  roll  in  casks  of  300  to  400  kilos.  85s.  Qd.  per  ton 
of  20  cwt.  f.o.b.  Sublimed  flowers  in  bags  73s.,  superior 
90s.  Qd.,  and  current  89s. 

Tragacanth. — A  fair  business  has  been  done  in  the  recent 
arrivals  of  Persian  gum,  especially  in  the  medium  qualities. 
Firsts  are  quoted  142.  10s.  to  152.,  seconds  122.  10s.  to  142., 
thirds  112.  to  122.,  and  fourths  82.  to  102.  10s.  per  cwt. 


Turmeric. — Veryquiet  at  unchanged  rates,  holders  quoting 
Madras  finger  at  26s.  to  30s.  per  cwt.,  Bengal  25s.  to  25s.  Qd., 
and  split  Cochin  bulbs  at  7s.  3d.  to  7s.  Qd. 

Wax,  Japanese  is  firmer,  at  32s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 


Comma  J£v>ent6. 

Monday,  December  3. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  W.  J.  Dibdin  on  "  Coal 
Gas  :  effect  of  Quality  on  Consumption." 

Tuesday,  December  4.  | 
Boyal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 

Col.  J.  Gale  on  "  Lantern- slides,  Pastoral  and  Sundry." 
Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  County  Restaurant,  Bradford, 

at  9  p.m.    Conversational  evening  on  trade  matters. 
The  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  10  Eastcheap,  E.C.  A 
special  meeting  of  the  chemical-trade  section,  at  2  p.m.,  to 
-ilM  consider  the  Sale  of  Poisons  and  Poisonous  Compounds  Bill. 

Wednesday,  Tecember  5. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.  Council-meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 

Northern  Polytechnic  Institute,  Holloway,  N.,at  7.30.  Distribu- 
tion of  prizes  by  Sir  Michael  Foster. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Great  Western  Hotel, 
Birmingham,  at  8.4-5  p.m.  Smoking-concert. 

Thursday,  December  6. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Ballot  for 
the  election  of  Fellows,  and  the  following  papers  : — "  Santa- 
lenic  Acid,"  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman  ;  "  Ammonium  Bromide 
and  the  Atomic-weight  of  Nitrogen,"  by  Professor  A.  Scott, 
F.R.S. ;  "Interaction  between  Urethanes  and  Primary 
Benzenoid  Amines,"  by  Dr.  A.  E.  Dixon  ;  "  The  Decomposition 
of  Chlorates  ( Part  III.) :  Calcium  Chlorate  and  Silver  Chlorate," 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Sodeau,  B.Sc.  ;  "Nitride  of  Iron,"  by  Mr.  G.  J. 
Fowler ;  "  The  Heat  of  Formation  and  Constitution  of  Iron 
Nitride,"  by  Messrs.  G.  J.  Fowler  and  P.  J.  Hartog ;  "  Rela- 
tionships of  Oxalacetic  Acid,"  by  Mr.  H.  J.  H.  Fenton,  F.R.S., 
and  Mr.  H.  O.  Jones. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Council  Chamber,  King's 
Hall,  Holborn,  at  8.15  p.m.  Annual  reunion.  Tickets  (Is.  6d 
each)  can  be  had  from  Mr.  C.  Morley,  3  Bucklersbury,  E.C. 

The  Bontgen  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  J. 
Mackenzie  Davidson  will  exhibit  and  describe  his  stereoscopic 
fluoroscope  and  new  rotary  mercury  break. 

Grimsby  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Association,  Town  Hall, 
Grimsby.  Limelight  lecture  by  Mr.  C.  Turner  (Manchester), 
on  "  The  Food  of  Plants." 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution,  at  7  P.M. 
A  special  meeting.  Principal  business,  reading  a  draft  Phar- 
macy Bill  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.  Synopsis  :  A 
Bill  required  that  will  satisfy  pharmacists,  and  be  accepted 
by  Parliament.  The  position  intended  to  be  created  by  the 
Act  of  1868  rendered  untenable.  No  Bill  yet  proposed  which 
is  likely  to  pass  through  Parliament.  New  position  sug- 
gested practically  placing  us  in  the  same  position  with  regard 
to  titles  in  which  medical  practitioners  stand.  Explanation 
of  proposed  Bill.  One  shop,  one  qualified  manager.  Names 
of  proprietor,  manager,  and  all  qualified  assistants  to  be  ex- 
hibited on  door.  Companies  not  to  employ  titles,  except  in 
conjunction  with  name  of  manager.  Dispensing  by  medical 
men  by  the  hands  of  unqualified  persons  restricted.  Con- 
clusion. 


The  Chemists'  Ball  is  to  be  held  at  the  Whitehall  Rooms,  Hotel 
Metropole,  on  Wednesday,  January  16,  1901.  Those  who  wish  to 
be  stewards  should  write  to  Mr.  Ernest  W.  Hill,  Hon.  Secretary 
to  the  Ball  Committee,  160  Earl's  Court  Road,  S.W. 


Geisser  Evanovitch,  patent- medicine  manufacturer,  of  25  Hart 
Street,  Bloomsbury  I  trading  as  James  Holland  &  Co.),  attended 
on  Wednesday  afternoon  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  for 
public  examination  upon  accounts  showing  liabilities  4,1642.  5s., 
ranking  against  assets  3822.  15s.  Qd.,  and  after  a  lengthy  hearing 
he  was  allowed  to  pass.  A  report  of  the  proceedings  will  appear 
in  our  next  issue. 

Dr.  Hoff,  Vienna,  has  published  the  following  formula  as  his 
remedy  for  phthisis  : — "  Acid,  arsenic,  0'1 ;  kal.  carbon,  dep.,  0'2  ; 
acid,  cinnamica,  0'3  ;  aqua  destill.,  5  ;  coque  usque  ad  perfectam 
solutionem  dein  adde  cognac,  2-5;  ext.  laudan.  aq.,  0'3 ;  quod  in 
aqua  destill.  2  5  solutum  et  dein  filtratum  fuit."  The  directions 
are :  "  At  first  take  six  drops  after  dinner  and  supper,  gradually 
increasing  to  twenty-two  drops."  Mild  cases  are  said  to  require 
two  months'  treatment.    Severe  cases  may  need  a  year  or  two. 


Fourth  Year. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  1,  1900. 


No.  48. 


IRevuew  of  tbe  flDontb. 


WE  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  William 
Frederick  Wells,  sen.,  which  occurred  on  November  6 
at  141  Rathgar  Road,  Dublin.  Mr.  Wells  was  born  in  Dublin 
in  1816,  and  at  the  age  of  15  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  William 
Pollock,  chemist,  16  Capel  Street,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
some  years  after  completing  his  apprenticeship  of  seven  years. 
On  the  death  of  Mr.  Pollock  he  joined,  with  two  sons  of  the 
latter,  and  opened  at  52  Upper  Sackville  Street,  the  business 
of  which  he  was  subsequently  the  sole  proprietor  for  up- 
wards of  half  a  century.  In  the  early  'seventies  Mr.  Wells 
took  two  of  his  sons  into  partnership,  and  ten  years  ago  he 
surrendered  his  active  interest  to  one  of  them,  but  he  never 
ceased  to  take  pleasure  in  the  management,  and  up  to  about 
three  months  ago  he  was  daily  to  be  seen  in  his  accustomed 
place  in  the  shop  giving  to  his  successors  the  benefit  of  his 
long  experience.  The  funeral  took  place  on  November  9,  at 
Mount  Jerome. 

*         *  *  * 

The  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference  in  Dublin  next  year  are  being  pushed 
forward.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  subscriptions  to 
the  Guarantee  Fund  are  coming  in  fairly  well.  A  meeting 
held  in  November  to  appoint  a  secretary  was  so  poorly 
attended,  owing  to  the  inclement  weather,  that  it  had  to  be 
adjourned.  Chemists  south  of  the  Boyne  who  have  not  yet 
subscribed  to  the  Guarantee  Fund  should  help  forward  the 
movement  by  sending  their  names  to  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells, 
20  Upper  Bagot  Street,  Dublin,  mentioning  the  amount  they 
will  guarantee  towards  the  expenses  of  entertaining  the 
Conference. 

rawS^^*.^ •.  ..*"',  •  •  *  .  *  ■  '*  •  &.*}■"■  ; 
There  has  been  an  instructive  correspondence  in  the 
C.  %  B.  during  the  month  on  the  question  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  as  a  standard  for  drugs.  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen 
began  the  discussion  by  a  speech  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  C.  $  D.  of  October  27.  Mr.  Allen  contended 
that  Dr.  Attfield  was  going  out  of  his  way  in  reiterating  that 
the  B.P.  was  not  a  standard  for  drugs  and  was  never 
intended  to  be.  Dr.  Attfield  replied  in  a  rather  pointed 
letter,  and  the  discussion  has  continued  week  by  week. 
Pharmacists  should  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the 
opinions  of  such  authorities,  as  the  arguments  advanced  by 
both  parties  are  instructive.    The  subject  has  also  been 


under  discussion  before  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  and 
a  paper  by  Mr.  Allen  is  announced  for  an  early  date. 

*  *  *  » 

From  the  report  of  the  last  Council-meeting  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland,  which  is  given  on  page  135, 
it  will  be  noticed  that  examination  matters  occupied  con- 
siderable space  in  the  discussions.  Mr.  Bernard,  the  Vice- 
President,  proposed  a  motion  to  make  the  by-law  about  the 
length  of  time  an  examiner  may  serve  more  definite,  his  idea 
being  to  give  every  licentiate  a  chance  of  being  an  examiner. 
The  motion  was  rejected.  The  election  of  Mr.  James  Guiler 
as  an  examiner  then  took  place,  but  the  election  of  one  for 
the  Registered  Druggist  examination  in  Belfast  was  post- 
poned, as  there  was  not  a  quorum. 

•i  v  t,  *       *       *       *•"  .. 

The  winter  meetings  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists 
Society  of  Ireland  began  on  November  2.  The  return  of  the 
President  (Sir  James  Haslett)  to  Parliament  was  referred  to 
with  justifiable  pride,  Mr.  Rankin  remarking  that  it  would  have 
been  a  serious  thing  if  the  only  representative  of  the  drug- 
trade  in  the  House  of  Commons  had  been  beaten.  The  next 
fixture  is  to  be  a  musical  evening,  to  which  admission  will 
be  free.  A  good  attendance  of  chemists,  their  assistants  and 
apprentices  is  looked  for. 

*  »         *  * 

The  C.  4'  D.  for  November  3  contained  a  very  full  report 
of  the  hearing  by  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  Ireland  of  the 
arguments  by  Counsel  on  the  applications  for  the  winding- 
up  of  the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited).  The  shareholders,  it 
will  be  remembered,  resolved  to  voluntary  wind-up  the  com- 
pany, but  the  liquidator  appointed  (Mr.  Smiley)  was 
objected  to  by  a  creditor  on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Smiley  was 
the  nominee  of  Messrs.  Gibson  and  McKnight.  The  two 
directors  named  were  largely  concerned  in  floating  the  com- 
pany, and  were  trying  to  buy  back  the  businesses  they  had 
sold- to  the  company,  offering  shares  and  invoice-prices  for 
the  stocks.  The  Vice-Chancellor  confirmed  the  shareholders' 
arrangement,  as  it  was  proved  that  Mr.  Smiley  was  in  no 
way  in  collusion  with  Messrs.  Gibson  and  McKnight.  The 
full  report  is  of  great  interest  to  Irish  pharmacists. 

*  *  *  * 

Begin  the  new  century  in  the  best  way  ;  i.e.,  subscribing 
to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  The  subscription,  10«.  per 
annum,  includes  a  copy  of  the  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,  the  most  useful  publication  of  its  kind. 
A  chemist  who  does  not  read  the  C.  4'  -D-  soon  gets  out  of 
date,  and  being  behindhand  is  bad  business. 
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Hn  3rieb  Bicentenary 

(Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited),  1700=1900.) 

THERE  is  a  peculiar  fitness  in  tracing,  on  the  eve  of  a  new 
century,  the  establishment  of  the  house  of  Boileau  & 
Boyd  (Limited),  Dublin,  because  this  firm  has  now  been  in 
existence  for  two  whole  centuries.  Reference  to  the  bi- 
centenary is  all  the  more  interesting  because  of  the  fact 
that  the  concern  is  probably  now  displaying  more  vitality 

than  at  any  other  period 
of  its  existence. 

The  parish  of  St.  Bride, 
in  which  the  business  is 
situated  and  has  been 
carried  on  for  so  many 
years,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
taking  its  name  from  St. 
Bridget,  one  of  the  three 
patron  saints  of  Ireland. 
The  district  appears  to 
have  been  always  asso- 
ciated with  the  ancient 
Guild  of  Barber-Chirur- 
geons,  Apothecaries,  and 
Periwig-makers,  many  of  j 
whose  members  resided 
in  Bride  Street. 

The  founder  of  Messrs. 
Boileau  &  Boyd's  business 
was  an  apothecary  named  Wilson,  who  appears  from  the 
church  records  to  have  taken  an  active  part  in  public  life  at 
that  period.  His  successor  and  nephew  was  Mr.  George 
Wilson,  whose  name  is  kept  in  mind  to  the  present  genera- 
tion by  a  curious  signboard  displaying  a  prancing  unicorn 
and  dated  1753.  The  name  of  one  of  the  Wilsons  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  production  of  the  first  Irish  Pharmacopoeia, 
which  was  compiled  in  1746  by  Wilson  and  Estell.  The  name 
also  occurs  in  the  minute-book  of  the  "  Apothecaries'  Guild," 
dated  1747,  when  George  Wilson  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
members  present  for  the  purpose  of  electing  assistants. 


Mb.  S.  P.,  Boyd,  M.A.,  J.P. 
(Chairman  of  Directors). 


Mr.  Samuel  Boyd  became  sole  proprietor  in  1883,  and  on  his 
death  in  1894  the  present  private  limited-liability  company 
was  formed.  Among  the  reminiscences  of  the  house  may  be 
classed  a  group  of  old  pharmacy  pots  of  great  interest.  Seven 
of  the  older  ones  used  for  liquid  medicines  are  labelled 


Unicorn  Signboabd. 


De  Pomma,"  "  Carioph,"  "  De  Hysso,  "  Nymph,"  "  Peonise," 
De  Artem,"  and  "  Cydonio."   These,  with  two  jars  labelled 
C.  Coch.  Hort."  and  "Ther.  Androm.,"  were  probably 
part  of  the  fittings  of  the  original  pharmacy.    There  are 


Mb.  Walter  Boyd, 


Mb.  J.  B.  Boyd 


Mb.  J.  A.  Gabdineb. 


The  firm  was  in  1786  styled  "Wilson  &  Boileau,"  John 
Theophilus  Boileau  marrying  Mr.  George  Wilson's  daughter 
in  1785.  The  following  chronological  table  graphically 
shows  the  various  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
firm : — 

1700  to  1754  Mr.  Apothecary  Wilson. 

1754  to  1786  George  Wilson. 

1786  to  1789  "Wilson  &  Boileau. 

1789  to  1799  John  Theophilus  Boileau. 

1799  to  1812  Boileau,  Sons,  &  George. 

1812  to  1837  Boileaus  &  George. 

1837  to  1847  Boileau  Brothers. 

1847  to  1853  Boileau  &  Usher. 

1853  to  1857  Boileau  Brothers. 

1857  to  1859  Boileaus  &  Wilson. 

1859  to  1894  Boileau  &  Boyd. 

1894  to  present  date  Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited). 


also  two  handsome  leech-jars  still  extant,  bearing  the  name 
of  "  George  Wilson,"  and  some  syrup-jars  of  the  period  of 
late  eighteenth  century.  The  business  of  Boileau  &  Boyd 
(Limited),  although  so  old-established,  has  kept  pace  with 
the  times.  The  modern  premises  are  fitted  with  up-to-date 
machinery,  and  the  laboratories  and  drug-mills  compare 
favourably  with  any  other  wholesale  drug-house  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  As  wholesale  druggists  Boileau  &  Boyd 
(Limited)  have  an  enviable  reputation  throughout  the  whole 
of  Ireland.  The  portraits  given  are  those  of  the  directors, 
Mr.  S.  P.  Boyd,  M.A.,  J.P.,  Mr.  J.  B.  Boyd,  Mr.  Walter  Boyd, 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Gardiner.  Mr.  S.  P.  Boyd  is  the  chairman. 
We  hope  in  the  near  future  to  give  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  an  illustration  of  the  old  pharmacy-pots  men- 
tioned above,  the  subject  being  one  in  which  we  are  accumu- 
lating material. 
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(Pharmaceutical  Stactety  of  3relano. 

COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  at  the  Society's  house,  67  Lower  Mount 
Street,  Dublin,  on  Wednesday,  November  7,  at  3  o'clock. 
The  President  (Mr.  George  D.  Beggs)  presided,  and  the 
other  members  present  were  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  J.  J. 
Bernard),  and  Messrs.  G.  Brown,  Moffatt,  Simpson,  Thomas 
Batt,  William  Jameson,  F.  Edgar  Connor,  W.  J.  Baxter, 
W.  D.  Porter,  Johnston  Montgomery,  James  Tate,  Dr.  W.  P. 
Whitla,  T.  D.  Sullivan  and  Kelly. 

The  President  referred  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Wells,  senior, 
and  said  he  was  sure  they  all  sympathised  with  Mr.  W.  F. 
Wells,  jun.,  and  moved  that  they  tender  to  him  and  his  family 
their  deep  and  heartfelt  sympathy  in  a  letter  of  condolence. 
This  was  agreed  to  in  silence. 

Correspondence. 

A  letter  from  the  District  Inspector  of  the  Eoyal  Irish 
Constabulary,  Clones,  reported  that  Messrs.  Fee  Brothers, 
of  Ballybay,  had  been  prosecuted  for  selling  strychnine  and 
arsenic  without  making  the  requisite  book-entries  of  the 
sales,  and  also  for  selling  arsenic  to  a  person  not  of  full 
age,  and  that  penalties  of  5s.,  Is.,  and  2s.  had  been  inflicted, 
the  Magistrates  stating  that  the  reason  why  such  small 
penalties  were  imposed  was  that  they  believed  the  de- 
fendants acted  through  inadvertence. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Eoyal  Academical 
Institution,  Belfast,'  requesting  the  Council  to  acknowledge 
that  Institution  as  a  school  of  chemistry,  botany,  and 
materia  medica  was  read,  and  it  was  agreed,  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Montgomery,  to  write  asking  the  chemistry 
teacher  if  he  would  guarantee  to  hold  night  classes. 

A  letter  from  the  Principal  of  the  Royal  Veterinary 
College  of  Ireland,  in  reply  to  one  from  the  Council  asking 
that  the  Preliminary  examination  of  the  Society  should  be 
recognised  by  the  College,  stated  that  if  the  Society's 
examination  was  recognised  by  the  General  Medical  Council 
as  sufficient  for  medical  students,  it  would  also  be  sufficient 
for  veterinary  students. 

Examination  Matters. 

Reports  of  the  examiners  showed  that  at  the  last  Pre- 
liminary examination  there  were  nine  passes  and  four 
rejections  ;  at  the  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  examination,  one 
pass  and  two  rejections  |  at  the  Druggists'  examination  in 
Dublin,  two  passes  and  one  rejection ;  at  the  Belfast 
Druggists'  examination,  seven  passes  and  two  rejections  ;  and 
at  the  Licence  examination,  seven  passes  and  eight  rejections. 

In  reference  to  a  letter  from  a  candidate  complaining  of 
his  rejection,  the  President  said  the  Licence  examination 
could  not  be  taken  out  piecemeal,  and  the  Council  could 
only  interfere  when  the  examiners  said  they  were  in  doubt 
as  to  a  candidate. 

The  next  business  was  the  following  motion,  of  which  the 
Vice-President  (Mr.  Bernard)  had  given  notice — 

That  Regulation  3,  on  page  62  of  the  Calendar,  be  amended  by 
the  addition  after  the  word  "  continuously  "  of 

"  No  person  who  has  (completed  the  term  of  five  years  as  ex- 
aminer, or  who  has  resigned  such  appointment  within  five  years, 
shall  be  eligible  to  hold  further  appointment  until  a  period  of  at 
least  five  years  shall  have  elapsed  from  the  date  of  his  retirement 
from  office.  Nor  shall  any  person  hold  two  examinerships  con- 
currently." 

The  Vice-President  said  the  regulation  which  he  desired 
to  amend  was  the  following : — 

The  appointment  of  examiner  shall  not  be  in  force  for  more  than 
one  year ;  he  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election  annually,  but  not  for 
more  than  a  period  of  five  years  continuously. 

This  was  not  sufficiently  definite.  There  was  a  great  loop- 
hole in  it.  The  spirit  of  the  thing  plainly  was  that  they 
should  have  a  change  of  examiners  every  five  years.  The 
additional  words  which  he  proposed  would  make  the  regula- 
tion definite  and  distinct.  Many  charges  had  been  made 
against  the  Council  both  personally  and  by  anonymous 
letters ;  but  it  was  certainly  the  birthright  of  every  licentiate 
that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  at  some  time  or  other  of 
holding  an  examinership.    The  evil  which  he  desired  to 


remedy  had  not  grown  to  any  great  extent  yet ;  but  there 
could  be  no  better  exemplification  of  it  than  what  was  about 
to  take  place  there  that  evening.  It  was  quite  possible  at 
present  for  four  men  to  hold  a  monopoly  of  the  examinership 
of  the  Society.  Was  that  intended  by  either  their  Acts  or 
the  Regulation  ?  They  were  sometimes  charged  with  being 
a  clique.  He  had  denied  that ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  clause 
which  he  proposed  to  add  to  the  regulation  would  be  carried, 
for,  if  not,  the  matter  must  come  up  at  the  next  annual 
meeting.  There  was  another  evil  which  he  must  touch  on, 
though  he  did  not  desire  to  be  personal  to  any  gentleman 
present.  If  a  case  was  formed  on  any  matter,  and  gentlemen 
who  attended  the  Council  only  once  or  twice  a  year  came 
there  with  a  set  purpose  when  an  election  of  examiners  was 
to  take  place,  then,  he  said,  an  evil  day  was  coming,  and  a 
bad  reputation  was  in  store  for  the  Society.  He  saw  that 
some  gentlemen  were  in  large  force  there.  He  was  informed 
a  fortnight  ago  that  all  Ulster  was  pledged  to  come  down  for 
one  man. 

Dr.  Whitla  :  I  rise  to  order.  I  don't  see  what  bearing 
this  has  on  Mr.  Bernard's  motion. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  am  showing  the  reason  why  it  is 
necessary. 

The  President  :  I  ask  you  not  to  mention  names. 

The  Vice-President  :  There  are  eight  members  present 
whom  we  have  not  seen  more  than  twice  in  the  year,  and 
who  do  very  little  of  the  hard  work  of  the  Society,  who 
know  very  little  about  the  examinerships  or  the  examina- 
tions, but  who  come  when  an  examinership  is  vacant  and 
vote.  I  say  if  this  thing  is  to  go  on  a  reputation  will  be 
established  for  us  such  as  we  never  had  before.  I  will  not  ge 
against  the  President's  ruling,  but  I  feel  that  I  am  not  going 
outside  my  subject  in  what  I  say. 

The  President  :  Is  there  any  seconder  to  the  Vice- 
President's  motion  ? 

Mr.  Simpson  seconded  it.  He  said  he  was  sure  the 
Council  would  see  on  reflection  that  every  word  the  Vice- 
President  had  said  was  true,  and  that  the  addition  which  he 
proposed  ought  to  be  made  to  the  regulation. 

Dr.  Whitla  said  he  was  in  favour  of  any  amendment 
that  the  regulation  required,  but  the  amendment  should  be 
made  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  add  to  or  diminish  the  Act  of 
Parliament.  But  the  Vice-President  was  going  entirely 
beyond  what  was  intended  by  the  Act.  He  had  said 
that  it  was  the  spirit  of  the  Act  that  the  regulation 
should  be  amended  in  the  way  he  proposed.  He  had 
brought  no  argument  to  prove  that.  The  Act  simply  stated 
that  the  examinership  should  not  be  in  force  for  more  than 
five  years,  and  the  regulation  simply  reiterated  that,  and 
said  that  the  person  was  to  be  elected  annually,  but  not  for 
more  than  five  years.  On  what,  therefore,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent grounded  his  motion  he  could  not  see.  He  was  at  a 
loss  to  understand  what  it  had  to  do  with  the  attendance  of 
certain  members  of  the  Council.  (Hear.) 

Mr.  Baxter  said  he  felt  that  Mr.  Bernard  was  in  the 
main  right  on  principle.  But  he  regretted  that  he  had 
spoken  of  the  attendance  of  the  Northern  members.  Their 
presence  there  seemed  to  be  rather  irritating  to  Mr.  Bernard. 
He  (Mr.  Baxter)  was  certain  that  the  object  of  the  Act  was 
to  prevent  the  examinations  from  getting  into  a  certain 
ruck  and  the  candidates  from  being  crammed  to  suit  the 
special  idiosyncrasies  of  any  examiner.  It  was  to  prevent 
that  that  the  arrangement  was  made  that  no  examiner 
should  hold  office  for  more  than  five  years.  If  an  examiner 
should  resign  office  at  the  end  of  four  years  and  nine 
months,  and  then  after  the  lapse  of  three  months  present 
himself  again  for  election,  no  one  would  be  more  decided 
than  he  (Mr.  Baxter)  should  be  in  giving  his  vote  against 
such  an  abuse.  He  could  understand  a  period  of  two  years. 
It  would  do  all  that  was  required,  and  would  prevent  any 
such  abuses  as  had  been  alluded  to,  and  they  might  be  at 
liberty  to  reappoint  an  examiner  if  he  should  have  given 
special  proof  of  fitness  after  two  years.  Mr.  Bernard  should 
remember  that  his  (Mr.  Baxter's)  Lurgan  friends  and  him- 
self were  obliged  to  lose  two  days  in  order  to  attend  a 
Council-meeting.    (Hear,  hear  ) 

The  Vice-President,  replying,  said  he  was  not  at  all 
irritated  at  Mr.  Baxter's  presence.  On  the  contrary,  he  con- 
sidered his  absence  and  that  of  his  friends  deplorable.  The 
examinerships  of  the  Society  should  not  be  a  monopoly.  Dr. 
Whitla  asked,  Why  should  they  change  the  Act  ?  They 
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could  not  change  it.  The  regulation  was  made  by  the 
Council,  who  had  power  under  the  Act  to  make  regulations 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Act,  and  these  had  the  force  of 
law  when  passed  by  the  Privy  Council.  Under  the  regula- 
tion as  it  stood  one  man  could  hold  all  the  examinerships. 
Was  that  proper  7  Was  it  fair  play  to  the  licentiates  ?  On  a 
former  occasion  he  was  in  a  minority  of  one  in  a  matter,  and 
a  lapse  of  twelve  months  proved  that  he  was  right.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  selling  of  their  birthright  to  the  English  Society, 
and  not  obtaining  corresponding  advantage  from  them. 

The  President  then  put  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bernard,  which 
was  rejected  by  9  to  4.  The  Council  divided  as  follows  :— 
For  the  motion— the  Vice-President,  and  Messrs.  Simpson, 
Batt,  and  Porter ;  against — the  President,  and  Messrs.  Jame- 
son, O'Connor,  Mofiatt,  Baxter,  Montgomery,  Tate,  Dr.  Whitla, 
and  O'Sullivan.  Messrs.  Brown  and  Kelly  did  not  vote, 
Mr.  Kelly  explaining  that  although  he  was  thoroughly 
opposed  to  one  man  holding  two  or  three  examinerships,  he 
thought  the  Vice-President's  restriction  went  too  far. 

Election  w  Examinees. 

The  Vice-President  moved  that  Mr.  James  Guiler, 
M.P.S  I.,  be  re-elected  to  conduct  the  Registered  Druggists' 
examination  in  Dublin.    Mr.  Simpson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Montgomery  said  a  great  deal  had  been  made  about 
one  person  holding  two  examinerships ;  but  Mr.  Bernard 
was  aware  that  Mr.  Guiler  had  intimated  that  if  he  should 
be  elected  examiner  in  materia  medica  and  botany  for  the 
Licence,  he  would  resign  the  Registered  Druggists'  examiner- 
ship. 

The  President  :  It  is  proposed  and  seconded  that  Mr. 
Guiler  be  appointed  for  the  Registered  Druggists'  examina- 
tion. If  this  motion  is  carried,  we  can't  take  him  as  a 
candidate  for  the  materia  medica  and  botany  examination. 

Mr.  Montgomery  :  Why  so  1  It  has  been  done  in  the 
past  and  they  have  resigned. 

The  President  :  We  have  no  letter  from  Mr*  Guiler  that 
he  will  resign. 

Mr.  Montgomery  :  You  have  it  in  his  application.  The 
appointment  is  virtually  for  five  years,  and  appointing  him 
from  year  to  year  is  a  formal  matter. 

The  Vice-President  :  It  is  not.  The  regulation  is  that 
the  appointment  shall  not  be  in  force  for  more  than  one 
year. 

Mr.  Montgomery  :  I  am  taking  the  precedents.  No  ex- 
aminer has  been  appointed  who  has  not  held  his  post  for 
five  years. 

Dr.  Whitla  :  What  Mr.  Montgomery  means  is  that  no 
case  is  recorded  in  which  the  Council  departed  from  the 
arrangement  of  re-electing  the  man  every  year. 

The  President  :  It  has  been  an  unwritten  law. 

The  motion  for  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Guiler  as  examiner 
for  the  Registered  Druggists'  examination  in  Dublin  was  then 
put  and  carried  nem.  con. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Vice-President,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Simpson,  Mr.  W.  V.  Johnston,  M.P.S.I.,  was  re-elected  to 
conduct  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  examination. 
'  For  the  Preliminary  examinership  Mr.  O'Sullivan  moved 
that  Mr.  David  O'Sullivan,  M.P.S.I.,  of  Rathmines,  Dublin, 
be  elected.  Mr.  Baxter  seconded  the  motion.  Mr.  Porter 
moved  that  Mr.  Henry,  LL.D.,  B.A.,  of  Glasnevin,  Dublin, 
be  elected.  Mr.  Brown  seconded  the  motion.  Dr.  Whitla 
moved  that  Mr.  L.  J.  WoodroofEe,  M.A.,  of  Waterloo  Road, 
Dublin,  be  elected.  Mr.  Jameson  seconded  the  motion. 
Messrs.  Henry  and  O'Sullivan  were  elected,  two  examiners 
being  required. 

Mr.  Baxter  moved  that  Mr.  James  Guiler  be  elected  to 
conduct  the  Licence  examination  in  materia  medica  and 
botany.  If  elected  to  this  post  Mr  Guiler  would  resign  the 
other  examinership.  Ihey  in  the  North  desired  to  have  a 
share  in  these  examinerships.  They  saw  that  Dublin  was 
represented  in  them.  They  had  only  one  Northern  candi- 
date, and  they  did  not  want  him  to  be  sent  back. 

Dr.  WHITLA  seconded  the  motion..  He  had  known  Mr. 
Guiler  for  years,  and  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  would 
conduct  the  examination  with  satisfaction  to  the  Council 
and  with  fairness  to  the  students.  He  was,  in  the  first  place, 
a  licentiate  of  the  Society  and  a  first-class  man.  In  the 
second  place,  he  was  a  Northerner.  The  Vice-President 
might  think  that  an  extraordinary  reason,  but  he  (Dr. 
Whitla)  did  not.    It  was  twenty-five  years  since  the  Society 


came  into  existence,  and  during  that  time  they  had  appointed 
about  twenty  examiners  for  the  Licence,  and  of  these  only 
two  Northerners  had  had  the  honour  of  holding  the  position. 
Was  that  fair  1  Dublin  did  not  ignore  the  North  in  the 
matter  of  subscriptions  to  the  Conference,  and  if  they  did 
not  ignore  them  in  one  thing  they  should  not  in  another. 
He  did  not  for  a  moment  disparage  Dr.  Walsh,  for  whom  he 
had  the  highest  regard. 

The  President  :  As  regards  the  Conference  we  hope  to 
have  in  Dublin,  we  do  not  intend  to  apply  to'  the  North.  I 
gave  a  specific  order  that  we  should  not  go  north  of  the 
Boyne.  If  any  gentleman  farther  north  sends  us  a  five-pound 
note  we  will  not  refuse  it,  but  we  do  not  ask  it.  The  Con- 
ference is  visiting  Dublin,  not  Belfast.  Belfast  had  its 
innings  and  did  well,  and  we  hope  to  do  the  same. 

Dr.  Whitla  :  I  got  an  application  from  you,  and  I  live 
north  of  the  Boyne. 

The  President  :  We  considered  you  one  of  us.  You  are  at 
our  table,  and  we  thought  you  would  be  grossly  offended  i 
you  were  not  applied  to. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  Dr.  James  A.  Walsh,  L.R.C.P.E. 
and  M.P.S. I.,  of  30  Westmoreland  Street,  Dublin,  be  elected. 
Dr.  Walsh  had  worked  well  for  the  Society,  attended  its 
Council  and  committee  meetings  regularly,  and  done  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  forward  the  interests  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Simpson  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Vice-President  said  an  urgent  appeal  had  been 
made  for  the  representation  of  the  North.  There  were  fifty 
subscribing  members  to 
the  Society  in  the  North, 
and  these  had  eight  repre- 
sentatives on  the  Council. 
They  had  had  three  or  four 
examiners  from  the  North 
—  Dr.  Whitla  and  his 
brother,  Mr.  Guiler,  and 
Dr.  McKinney.  The  total 
number  of  subscribing 
members  to  the  Society 
was  300. 

The  President  :  I  think 
we  are  pleased  to  have  the 
North  so  well  represented. 

A  vote  was  then  taken, 
and  Mr.  Guiler  was  elected. 

Mr.  Montgomery  moved 
that  Dr.  Robert  Watt,  M.B., 
B.Ch.,  L.P.S.I.,  of  Belfast, 
be  elected  to  conduct  the 
Registered  Druggist  ex- 
amination in  Belfast. 

The  Vice  -  President 
moved  that  the  Registered 
Druggist  examinations  in 
Dublin  and  Belfast  should 
be  conducted  by  one  ex- 
aminer. 

Mr.  Montgomery  :  There  might  be  a  difficulty  about  that 
because  they  are  held  on  the  same  day. 

At  this  stage  several  members  who  had  to  catch  trains  left 
the  room. 

The  President  :  You  haven't  a  quorum.  This  election  will 
have  to  lie  over  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 
The  members  then  separated. 


Mb.  Jas.  Guilee. 

Passed  the  Licentiate  examina- 
tion in  February,  1884.  Is  in 
business  at  Cooke  Terrace, 
Orineau  Road,  Belfast.  Was 
an  active  member  of  the  Local 
Executive  Committee  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference in  1898. 


Appointment  of  Examiners. 

Referring  to  the  appointment  of  examiners  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland  (see  above),  a  "  Licentiate " 
writes  to  us  (125/3)  suggesting  that  in  future  examiners 
should  only  be  appointed  after  advertising  for  candidates  so 
as  to  give  all  licentiates  an  equal  chance  of  obtaining  an 
examiner's  appointment.  Our  correspondent  also  says  he 
knew  one  of  the  members  of  the  Council  who  had  an  unquali- 
fied assistant  for  years  as  manager  of  his  pharmacy,  but  that 
when  the  said  assistant  went  into  the  employment  of  a 
limited-liability  company  he  was  quickly  hauled  up  for 
illegal  dispensing.  No  useful  purpose  would  be  served  by 
printing  "  Licentiate's  "  letter  in  full. 
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Xegal  IReports. 


Pharmacy  Act  Cases. 

The  Society  Defeated. 

At  the  Tullamore  (King's  co.)  Petty  Sessions  on  Novem- 
ber 17,  the  adjourned  hearing  of  the  action  under  the  Irish 
Act  against  Wm.  Delaney,  assistant  to  Messrs.  P.  &  H.  Egan 
(Limited),  Tullamore  (details  of  which  appeared  in  the 
0.  &  D.  on  November  10),  was  resumed.  Defendant  was 
summoned  for  selling  corrosive  sublimate.  At  the  previous 
hearing  the  certificate  of  Professor  Tichborne,  Dublin,  was 
put  in,  but  the  Bench  ruled  that  the  professor  would  have 
to  attend  in  person  to  give  evidence,  and  hence  the  adjourn- 
ment. There  were  two  summonses,  both  under  Section  30 
of  the  1875  Act,  the  first  for  keeping  open  shop  for  retailing, 
dispensing,  or  compounding  poisons,  and  the  second  for 
selling  corrosive  sublimate,  defendant  not  being  qualified  as 
required  by  law. 

Mr.  Lewis  Goodbody  said  he  appeared  on  behalf  of  the 
complainant  in  the  case  (instructed  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society).  On  August  28  Acting-Sergeant  Lawler  went  into 
the  shop  of  Messrs.  P.  &  H.  Egan  (Limited),  and  purchased 
from  the  defendant  a  quantity  of  corrosive  sublimate.  He 
sent  on  the  substance  to  Professor  Tichborne,  who  found  it, 
on  analysis,  to  be  corrosive  sublimate,  and  to  meet  Mr. 
Hoey's  objection  to  the  analyst's  certificate  not  being 
evidence  he  (Mr.  Goodbody)  had  now  Professor  Tichborne 
in  attendance.  Messrs.  Egan  were  a  respectable  firm,  and 
in  his  lifetime  Mr.  Patrick  Egan  was  a  registered  chemist  and 
druggist.  He  died  three  years  ago,  and  during  all  that  time 
the  firm  were  not  entitled  to  sell  poisons.  It  appeared  the 
Kegistrar  of  Deaths  was  entitled,  under  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
to  send  notice  of  the  death  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
so  that  the  name  might  be  erased  from  the  register ;  but 
t  through  some  oversight  he  did  not  do  so,  and  the  name  of 
'  Mr.  Patrick  Egan  still  remained  on  the  register  of  druggists. 

Mr.  Hoey  (for  the  defence)  objected  to  Mr.  Goodbody 
appearing  there.  If  he  represented  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  he  had  no  locus  standi. 

This  point  was  not  pressed,  however,  and  Mr.  Goodbody 
was  proceeding  with  the  first  summons  when  Mr.  Hoey 
objected  because  the  proper  party  was  not  before  the  Court. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald,  KM.) :  You  say 
that  Delaney  is  not  the  person  who  can  be  charged  with 
keeping  open  shop — that  it  is  Egan,  the  owner  1 

Mr.  Hoey :  That  is  my  point. 

Mr.  Goodbody  :  The  Act  says  "  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any 
person  to  sell."    Delaney  is  the  seller. 

Mr.  Hoey :  It  is  the  person  who  "  keeps  open  shop "  is 
liable. 

The  Chairman  :  The  Bench  would  like  to  hear  the  evidence 
about  the  poison,  at  any  rate.  Although  this  is  not  the 
Margarine  Act,  still  under  that  Act  it  would  be  the  person 
who  owns  the  shop,  not  the  boy  who  sells  the  article,  that 
would  be  prosecuted. 

Mr.  Goodbody  said  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
had  the  advice  of  Mr.  Gordon,  Q  C,  and  of  Messrs.  Casey 
&  Clay,  solicitors,  and  they  directed  the  acting  -  sergeant 
to  summon  Delaney.  He  (Mr.  Goodbody)  believed  that  both 
Mr.  Egan  and  Delaney  were  liable  to  be  prosecuted. 

The  Chairman  :  You  do  not  contend  that  this  boy  "  kept 
open  shop  1 " 

Mr.  Goodbody :  You  can  strike  out  "  keep  open  shop  "  if 
you  like.    I  go  upon  the  selling  of  the  poison. 

Mr.  Hoey:  There  is  no  property  in  the  boy.  Plaintiff 
has  no  claim  on  him.  It  is  the  man  who  owns  an  article 
that  sells  it. 

The  Chairman  :  Let  us  have  Professor  Tichborne's  evidence. 

Professor  Charles  A.  Tichborne  then  deposed  that  he 
received  the  substance  by  registered  post,  and  found  it  on 
analysis  to  be  corrosive  sublimate,  an  irritant  poison.  The 
certificate  of  analysis  was  produced. 

The  Chairman  said  be  was  of  opinion  that  the  person 
who  owned  the  shop  was  the  seller  and  was  liable.  If 
Mr.  P.  Egan  were  alive  there  would  be  no  case  at  all,  and 
it  would  appear  that  the  Eegistrar  of  Deaths  had  never  got 
Mr.  P.  Egan's  name  removed  from  the  register  of  druggists. 

M 


Mr.  Hoey:  The  Registrar  never , took  the  slightest  trouble 
to  find  out  whether  we  were  doing  right  or  wrong.  We  got 
no  notice  on  the  point  at  all. 

The  Chairman :  The  shop  does  not  belong  to  this  boy. 
Delaney  simply  gets  his  wages  and  sells  what  he  is  asked  for. 
I  think  we  must  dismiss  the  case.  In  my  opinion  you  have 
summoned  the  wrong  person,  and  my  brother  Magistrates 
agree  with  me. 

Mr.  Goodbody  :  If  necessary,  I  suppose  you  will  state  a 
case  ? 

The  Chairman :  Oh,  certainly. 

Mr.  Hoey  asked  for  costs  against  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

Mr.  Goodbody  said  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  not 
the  complainants ;  Acting-Sergeant  Lawler  was  the  com- 
plainant. 

Mr.  Hoey  :  I  do  not  think  the  Society  ought  to  persist  in 
this.  We  will  give  any  undertaking  that  is  necessary  in  the 
matter.  If  we  had  got  the  slightest  notice  this  would  not 
have  occurred. 

The  Chairman :  We  will  not  give  costs.  The  Society  have 
had  to  go  to  the  expense  of  bringing  down  Professor  Tichborne 
from  Dublin,  We  will  dismiss  the  summons  without 
prejudice.    I  suppose  the  other  summons  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Goodbody  said  that  was  so. 

Six  Summonses. 

At  the  Ballybay  Petty  Sessions  on  Monday,  November  19, 
Mr.  James  McLean,  R.M.,  presiding,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  through  Mr.  R.  H.  Parke,  solicitor,  summoned 
Patrick  and  Arthur  Fee,  chemists  and  druggists,  Ballybay, 
for  breaches  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1875,  on  June  23  and  27, 
and  July  4.  In  all  six  summonses  were  issued,  and  the 
prosecution  was  taken  under  Section  30  of  the  Act,  chap.  57. 
Mr.  Murphy,  solicitor,  defended. 

The  charges  against  Patrick  Fee  for  keeping  open  shop 
for  the  compounding  of  medical  prescriptions  on  June  23, 
and  for  selling  and  dispensing  a  medical  prescription  on 
same  date,  were  first  taken  up.  John  Doyle  deposed  that  on 
June  23  he  called  at  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Fee  Brothers,  and 
gave  a  prescription  to  have  compounded.  Mr.  Patrick  Fee 
compounded  it,  and  witness  paid  Is.  6d.  for  the  bottle.  In 
cross-examination  witness  stated  that  he  was  a  private 
detective  and  inspector  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
residing  in  Dublin.  He  acted  on  the  instructions  of  the 
Society,  and  got  10s.  per  day  and  expenses.  He  expected 
to  get  a  portion  of  the  penalty  (one-third)  from  some- 
body. 

John  Isaac  Bernard,  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  deposed  that  the  prescription  was  for  liniment  of 
chloroform.  It  was  in  the  handwriting  of  Sir  William 
Stokes.  There  was  no  name  of  the  seller  on  the  bottle,  it 
was  not  labelled  "  Poison,"  and  was  in  a  plain  bottle,  so  that 
there  might  be  other  prosecutions  against  Mr.  Fee  under  the 
Sale  of  Poisons  Act.  He  saw  defendant's  establishment  that 
day,  and  it  was  labelled  "  Medical  Hall  "  in  white  enamelled 
letters. 

To  Mr.  Murphy  :  Liniment  of  chloroform  can  be  bought 
from  wholesale  houses,  made  up.  I  did  not  see  Sir  William 
Stokes  writing  the  prescription,  but  I  know  his  handwriting, 
having  twenty  years'  experience  of  it. 

Messrs.  Murphy  and  Parke  having  addressed  the  Bench, 
the  Magistrates  retired,  and,  after  a  short  absence,  returned 
to  the  court,  when  the  Chairman  announced  that  they  had 
given  the  case  careful  consideration,  and  believed  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  bringing  the  cases,  were  doing 
their  duty  to  the  public.  They  would  convict  in  both 
cases.  The  minimum  penalty  of  51.  was  imposed  in  each 
case. 

Similar  charges  against  the  same  defendant  were  next 
taken  up  for  June  27.  The  evidence  was  almost  identical 
with  the  last  case,  and  similar  fines  were  imposed.  The 
Chairman  said  that  201.  was  a  large  amount  in  a  place  like 
Ballybay,  and  the  Magistrates  were  of  opinion  that,  after  the 
very  firm  and  strong  convictions,  the  Society  should  be 
satisfied,  and  withdraw  the  remaining  two  charges.  No 
satisfactory  arrangement,  however,  could  be  come  to,  and 
the  Magistrates  adjourned  the  two  remaining  cases  for 
twelve  weeks,  to  allow  Mr.  Murphy  to  have  a  case  stated  for 
the  Superior  Courts  in  the  meantime, 
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Merchandise- marks  Act. 

Colza  Oil. 

In  the  Belfast  Summons  Court  on  November  8,  the  Belfast 
Board  of  Guardians  summoned  Francis  Campbell,  oil  con- 
tractor to  the  workhouse,  for  selling  mineral  oil  to  which  a 
false  trade  description — to  wit,  "  colza  oil " — was  applied. 

Defendant,  said  his  counsel,  was  a  glass,  oil,  and  colour 
merchant  of  unimpeachable  character,  and  through  the  laxity 
of  a  servant  admitted  that  there  had  been  a  technical  breach 
of  the  law.  The  order  for  a  barrel  of  colza  oil— 40  gals. — 
was  sent  up  to  the  workhouse,  accompanied  by  an  invoice 
describing  the  consignment  as  "  colza  oil,"  but  the  words  on 
the  barrel  described  it  as  "  pure  machinery-oil."  That 
description  was  true,  but  the  one  on  the  invoice  was  not. 

Mr.  Hodder,  R.M. :  But  the  invoice  is  the  trade  description. 

Counsel  said  that  was  so,  but  the  trade  description  should 
also  be  affixed  to  the  article  itself.  In  this  instance  the  trade 
description,  which  was  actually  and  physically  attached  to 
the  article,  was  true,  therefore  it  was  a  question  between  the 
description  in  the  invoice  (which  was  not  affixed  to  the 
barrel)  and  that  which  was  on  the  barrel. 

This  particular  charge  was  not  pressed,  and  in  regard  to  a 
second  charge  counsel  said  the  transaction  appeared  to  be 
somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a  trap.  A  quantity  of  oil  was 
ordered,  which  could  not  be  put  in  a  barrel,  and  which  had 
to  be  sent  in  cars  to  the  workhouse.  It  turned  out  that  the 
oil  was  not  colza,  but  oil  of  an  equally  good  description. 

Mr.  Hodder,  R.M. :  Was  there  an  invoice  in  this  case  1 

Mr.  Lewis  said  there  was.  As  soon  as  the  goods  arrived 
at  the  workhouse  the  carter  was  asked  to  wait  for  a  moment, 
and  samples  were  then  taken.  That  sample  came  into  Mr. 
Campbell's  own  hands,  who  was  not  in  his  place  when  the 
oil  went  out.  As  soon  as  he  saw  that  a  mistake  had  been 
made  he  at  once  wrote  stating  that  his  storeman  had  in  error 
measured  20  gals,  of  machine-oil  instead  of  colza  oil  as 
ordered.  He  stated  that  the  proper  oil  would  be  sent  up,  and 
asked  to  have  the  former  consignment  returned.  The 
Guardians,  however,  refused  to  do  that,  and  instituted  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  solicitor  for  the  Guardians  protested  against  the 
assertion  that  a  trap  had  been  laid  for  defendant,  and  that 
statement  was  withdrawn.  In  giving  judgment  Mr.  Hodder, 
R.M.,  said :  The  Magistrates  are  unanimous  that  a  gross 
fraud  has  been  committed,  and  having  regard  to  the  nature 
of  the  transaction  we  must  inflict  the  maximum  penalty  of 
20Z.,  with  20s.  costs,  one-third  of  the  penalty  to  go  to  the 
Guardians. 

Aerated-water  Bottles. 

At  Kilmallock,  co.  Limerick,  Petty  Sessions,  on  November  3, 
before  Mr.  J.  M.  Dickson,  R.M.,  presiding,  Mr.  Thomas  J. 
O'Sullivan,  trading  as  W.  H.  O'Sullivan  &  Sons,  aerated- 
water  manufacturers,  Kilmallock,  was  prosecuted  at  the  suit 
of  Messrs.  Bewley  &  Draper,  Cantrell  &  Cochrane,  and 
Hovenden  &  Orr,  for  having  sold  aerated  waters  of  his  own 
manufacture  in  bottle  which  bore  the  trade-descriptions  of 
the  complainant  firms,  labelled  with  defendant's  labels.  A 
penalty  of  6d.  and  12s.  costs,  in  each  of  the  five  cases,  was 
imposed. 

On  November  6,  in  the  Belfast  Summons  Court,  Christopher 
McGingar,  of  Halls  Road,  and  25  and  27  Springfield  Road, 
Belfast,  was  summoned  by  the  Belfast  Bottle  Exchange  for 
an  infringement  of  the  above  Act  by  having  on  September  13 
sold  mineral  waters  in  bottles  to  which  the  names  of  other 
makers  were  attached.  The  case  was  adjourned  for  a 
fortnight. 


1Kews  in  Brief, 


The  Limerick  Dispenser. — The  report  of  the  L.G.B. 
inquiry  recommends  that  the  position  of  apothecary  to  the 
Limerick  Union  Hospitals  be  abolished,  and  that  the  dis- 
pensing be  done  by  a  doctor. 

Knight  Lecturers. — Sir  James  Haslett,  M.P.,  President 
of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland,  lectured 
at  Killincky  on  November  6  on  "  The  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment."— Sir  Chas.  Cameron  lectured  before  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors'  Association  at  Dublin  in  the  last  week  of 
October  on  "Food,a 


Business  Changes. — Mr.  C.  B.  Vance,  proprietor  of  the 
Burnaby  Pharmacy,  Greystones,  has  removed  his  business  to 
better  premises  in  the  same  street. — Mr.  Taylor,  L.P.S.I., 
who  for  some  time  has  managed  Messrs.  Parke  &  Beatty's 
pharmacy  at  Belturbet,  has  bought  Dr.  Wilson's  Medical 
Hall,  Enniskillen. — Mr.  A.  R.  Hogg,  R.D.,  who  has  been  for 
many  years  with  Messrs.  Lizar,  Belfast,  has  opened  a  photo- 
graphic-requisite business  at  Trinity  Street,  Belfast. — Mr. 
John  Gray  is  continuing  the  business  of  Gray's  City  Drug- 
hall  (Limited),  which  has  been  dissolved,  as  a  private  one. — 
Mr.  A.  J.  O'Shea's  business  in  Donegal  Street,  Belfast,  has 
been  closed,  and  is  for  sale. — The  business  of  the  Ulster 
Chemists  (Limited),  at  25  and  27  North  Street,  Belfast,  is 
advertised  for  sale  by  the  liquidator. 


practical  IRotes  anfc  Jformute. 


Dose  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a  fatal  overdose  of  antitoxin,  but 
to  give  a  large  dose  is  not  advisable  for  several  reasons. 
Diphtheria  in  children  under  five  is  a  very  serious  disease  ;  it 
is  also  serious  from  ten  to  fifteen  ;  therefore  children  under 
fifteen  should  be  treated  with  antitoxin.  If  the  case  is  a 
mild  one — that  is  if  the  exudation  or  membrane  is  limited 
to  a  part  of  one  or  both  tonsils,  and  there  is  no  nasal 
discharge,  evidence  of  laryngeal  implication — little  or  no 
granular  enlargement,  albuminuria,  or  constitutional  dis- 
turbance, then  2,000  units  should  be  injected,  the  dose  to  be 
repeated  in  twenty-four  hours  if  the  patient  gets  worse.  In 
severe  cases  16,000  or  20,000  units  should  be  given  in 
twenty-  four  hours.  It  is  important  in  children  to  inject 
early.  In  adolescents  and  adults  antitoxin  is  not  required 
in  mild  cases,  and  in  serious  cases  the  dosage  is  the  same  as 
for  children.  As  a  prophylactic  a  dose  of  600  units  is 
sufficient.  The  serum  keeps  for  several  months  if  kept  in  a 
dark  and  cool  place. — British  Medical  Journal. 

Erysipelas  op  the  Face. 

M.  Desesquelle,  in  treating  cases  of  erysipelas  of  the 
face,  uses  the  following  application  : — 

Guaiacol  (crystallised)    15  grs. 

Menthol     15  grs. 

Camphorated  oil    1  oz. 

Internally  daily  doses  amounting  to  15  grs.  of  hydrobromate  of 
quinine  are  given. 

Dysentery. 

Mr.  W.  Watkins-Pitchpord  contributes  to  the  British 
Medical  Journal  some  account  of  the  treatment  of  dysentery 
in  South  Africa.  Saline  aperients  are  only  suited  for  the 
initial  stages — they  are  useless  when  the  disease  has  become 
well  established.  Ipecacuanha  used  in  severe  cases  was 
disappointing,  whilst  the  tincture  of  Monsonia  ovata  only 
seemed  to  produce  nausea  and  depression.  Many  recoveries 
were  due  to  the  use  of  a  mixture  of  mercury  perchloride 
with  bismuth  and  opium.  A  civilian  medical  officer  sug- 
gested the  use  of  izal,  and  in  the  following  combination  it 
was  found  to  give  most  satisfactory  results  : — 

Izal    ltiij- 

Bismuthi  subnit   gr.  x. 

Tr  chlorof.  et  morph.    TUviij. 

Muc.  acaoise  ad    5j- 

Mix  for  one  dose. 

To  be  taken  every  two,  four,  or  eight  hours  according  to  the 
severity  of  the  symptoms. 

Milk  is  not  a  suitable  diet  for  dysentery  patients  ;  beef -tea, 
with  bread-and-butter,  are  better.  The  use  of  enemata  is 
very  risky,  and  should  be  avoided. 

Sidonal  in  Uric-acid  Diathesis. 

Sidonal  is  the  trade  name  for  piperazine  kinate.  It  is 
used  in  8-gr.  doses  every  two  or  three  hours  for  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  articular  rheumatism  or  any  other  trouble 
connected  with  the  accumulatiqn  of  uric  acid.  It  rapidly 
increases  the  elimination  of  uric  acid,  the  volume  of  urine 
voided  being  also  augmented,  as  well  as  the  quantity  of 
hippuric  acid. 
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Paris  exbibitiom  1900-Britisl)  Awards. 

GRAND  PRIX 

FOR 

TOILET  SOAP. 

The  Highest  Award  for  Toilet  Soap 
at  trie  last  Paris  Exhibition,  in  1889, 
was  a  Gold  Medal,  and  the  only  Gold 
Medal  awarded  solely  for  Toilet  Soap 
was  gained  by  Messrs.  Pears.  . 

At   the    present    Exhibition  at  Paris, 

1900,  the 

fiigpest  Award  Obtainable  for  anptbinfl 

IS  THE 

GRAND  PRIX,, 

and  that  also   has   been  awarded  to 

Messrs.  PEARS. 

and  is  the  only  one  allotted  in  Great 
Britain  for  Toilet  Soap. 
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Published  at  the  offices  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
$2,  Gannon  Street,  London,  E.  C. 


Practical  Methods  of  Urine-analysis.    Is.  Qd. 

Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom.' 
2s.  Qd. 

Manual  of  Pharmaceutical!  Testing.  By  B.  S.  Proctor. 
2s.  6d. 

Pharmaceutical  Formulas :  Practical  Recipes  for  the 
Drug-trade.    By  Peter  MacEwan,  F.C.S.    7s.  Qd. 

Diseases  and  Remedies :  Survey  of  Modern  Medicine 
for  the  Use  of  Chemists  and  Druggists.    2s.  Qd. 

Handy  Book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty.  By  E.  N.  Alpe, 
of  the  Solicitors'  Department,  Inland  Revenue  Office, 
Somerset  House.    2s.  Qd. 

Guide  to  Preliminary  Examinations  in  Pharmacy, 
Medicine,  Dentistry,  Veterinary  Surgery,  and 
Science.    By  Wm.  Dodds.    2s.  Qd. 

Veterinary  Counter-practice  :  a  Treatise  on  the  Diseases 
of  Animals,  and  the  most  Suitable  Remedies  for 
Them.  Written  expressly  for  chemists  and  druggists  by 
Members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons. 
Third  edition,  revised  and  enlarged  to  352  pages,  with 
illustrations.    Price,  3s.  6^.  net ;  by  post,  3s.  lOd. 


The  Art  of  Dispensing :  a  Treatise  on  the  Methods  and 
Processes  involved  in  Compounding  Medical  Pre- 
scriptions. Sixth  edition,  revised  and  enlarged. 
Crown  8vo.  Pp.  viii.  +  490,  with  numerous  illustrations 
and  bound  in  buckram.  Price,  5s.  Qd.  net;  by  post 
5s.  lOd. 

Opinions  on  the  New  Edition. 

As  far  as  I  have  at  present  been  able  to  form  an  opinion,  it 
appears  to  be  a  work  which  will  be  of  great  usefulness  to  all 
engaged  in  dispensing  or  compounding.  The  information  it  con- 
veys is  considerable  and  up  to  date,  whilst  the  advice  it  offers  in 
doubtful  and  difficult  cases  seems  to  be  generally  judicious. 
Combined  with  practical  work  it  ought  to  be  especially  valuable 
to  apprentices  and  pupils. — Mr.  Walteb  Hills,  F.C.S. 

The  title-page  of  this  little  book  announces  it  as  the  sixth 
edition,  but  a  book  which  has  been  increased  from  288  to  498 
pages  might  almost  be  designated  as  a  new  work.  The  popularity 
of  the  book  in  the  past  is  sufficient  evidence  that  in  style  and 
arrangement  it  was  satisfactory.  These  are  preserved,  and  the 
fund  of  information  very  materially  extended.  ...  As  a  text- 
book for  students  it  is  reliable  and  convenient.  To  the  working 
pharmacist  it  will  prove  a  friend  in  need  which  will  aid  him  to 
surmount  the  numerous  difficulties  cropping  up  at  any  dispensing- 
counter. — Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal. 

In  its  present  form  this  work  constitutes  the  vade  mecum  of 
the  dispensing  chemist,  and  it  will  be  found  of  great  service  by 
practitioners  who  continue,  in  accordance  with  custom,  to  dispense 
their  own  medicines.  The  more  than  perfunctory  instruction 
which  medical  students  receive  in  the  practical  details  of  dispen- 
sary work  renders  some  such  technical  guide  indispensable,  unless 
mixtures  and  pills  are  to  be  sent  out  a  la  grace  de  Dieu,  reckless 
of  appearance,  of  compatibility  of  constituents,  and  of  therapeu- 
tical activity.  A  work  of  this  kind,  primarily  intended  for  chemists, 
naturally  comprises  much  information  which  is  not  required  by 
the  dispensing  practitioner,  but  incidentally  it  affords  much  prac- 
tical instruction  of  a  kind  not  contained  in  any  book  likely  to  be 
at  the  disposal  of  the  latter.  The  practitioner  will  find  some  use- 
ful hints  in  the  preparation  of  pills— for,  in  spite  of  the  activity 
of  pill  makers,  one  is  still  occasionally  constrained  to  carry  out 
this  tedious  operation.  The  principal  value  of  the  work,  however, 
as  far  as  the  practitioner  is  concerned,  lies  in  the  chapters  on 
"  mixtures  "  of  various  kinds,  including  emulsions.  Many  medi- 
cinal substances  can  only  be  reduced  to  mixture-form  by  special 
means,  and  all  idiosyncracies  of  this  kind  are  carefully  explained, 
and  the  way  to  circumvent  them  given.  The  "  doctrine  of  incom- 
patibilities "  is  fully  gone  into ;  and  there  are  few  dispensers — 


yea,  even  prescribers — who  will  not  gain  by  devoting  a  little  time 
to  mastering  its  principal  features.  There  is  also  a  very  useful 
appendix  in  a  synopsis  of  new  remedies.  We  have  nothing  but 
praise  for  the  way  in  which  the  editing  of  this  work  has  been 
carried  out,  and  we  may  safely  commend  it  to  the  favourable  notice 
of  our  readers. — Medical  Press. 

Any  of  the  books  may  be  obtained  at  the  published 
price,  plus  postage,  from  the  offices  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  in  London  and  Melbourne,  Vic.  The  new  editions 
have  been  stocked  by  the  following  wholesale  houses,  from 
whom  they  may  be  obtained  with  goods  at  the  net  prices : — 

Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool. 

Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited),  London, 

Bleasdale  (Limited),  York. 

Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited),  Dublin. 

Clarke,  John,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Dublin. 

Clarke,  John,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Belfast. 

Edwards,  Wm.,  &  Son,  London,  E.C. 

Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  London. 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool. 

Ferber,  Robert.  &  Co.,  London. 

Ferris  &  Co.,  Bristol 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  London. 

Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Company,  Glasgow. 

Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co.,  London. 

Hatrick,  W.  &  R.  (Limited  i,  Glasgow, 

Ismay,  J.,  &  Sons,  Newcastle. 

Lennon  (Limited),  London. 

Lewis,  H.  ~K.,  Gower  Street,  W.C. 

Lloyd,  Howard,  &  Co.,  Leioester. 

S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  London, 

May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  London. 

Newbery,  F.,  &  Sons,  London. 

Pinkerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Edinburgh, 

Potter  &  Clarke,  London. 

Raimes  &  Co.,  York. 

Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh.. 

Sanger  &  Sons,  London. 

Sharland  &  Co.,  London  Wall. 

Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  Birmingham, 

Sutton,  W.,  &  Co.,  London. 

Thin,  James,  Edinburgh. 

Woolley,  James,  Sons,  &  Co.,  Manchester. 

"  The  Art  of  Dispensing  "  is  also  stocked  by 

London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  Kennington 
Road,  S.E. 

Westminster  College,  Trinity  Square,  Borough,  S.E. 

In  the  United  States  the  new  edition  of  "  The  Art  of 
Dispensing"  may  be  obtained,  duty  paid,  from  Messrs. 
McKesson  &  Robbins,  of  New  York  City. 


Sterilised  Milk. 


Dr.  H.  O'Neill,  Belfast,  has  recently,  through  the  generosity  of  a 
friend,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  City  Council  the  sum  of 
200?.  to  conduct  an  experimental  sterilised- milk  depot.  The  milk 
will  be  supplied  at  a  cheap  rate  for  the  use  ofthe  poor.  The  way 
the  scheme  strikes  the  Nomad's  Weekly  is  shown  in  the  sketch. 
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BOILEAU  &  BOYD,  Ltd: 

Telegrams— " Boileau  Dublin."  ESTABLISHED    1700.  Telephone  No.  226. 

MANUFACTURING  CHEMISTS, 
WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

Drug  and  Spice  Grinders,  Drysalters,  Patent  Medicine  Dealers,  and  Druggists' 

Sundriesmen. 


1*  Bicentenary  •  Souoenir  •* 

DURING  THIS  MONTH  WE  SHALL  ISSUE 

ILLUSTRATED  COMMEMORATIVE  PAMPHLET, 

CONTAINING 

Historical  Retrospect  since  1700* 
Interesting  Local  Associations* 
Sequence  of  Firms ♦ 

Authentic  Chronological  List  of  Partners  extending 
over  two  Centuries ♦ 

Present  Departments  and  Branches  of  concern,  with 
Photos* 

Specialities  of  the  House* 


WE  SHALL  BE  GLAD  10  FORWARD  COPY  GRATIS  ON  APPLICATION  BY  POSTCARD. 


ST.  BRIDE'S  LABORATORY,  DUBLIN. 
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TRY 


6 The  Chemist  &  Druggist' 

FOR  A  YEAR, 
Beginning  Dec  1,  1900. 


AWVWWWWl 


It  will  Interest  you,  it  will  Pay  you,  and  /Os» 
is  the  Subscription  for  a  whole  year— 52  Numbers 
—and  a  copy  of  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary"  for  1901.    Please  use  this 

SUBSCRIPTION  ORDER  FORM. 


Please  supply  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  for  one 

year,  commencing  with  the  issue  for  

including  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1901, 
.  and  receive  1 OS.  herewith. 

Name   ■  •  


Full  Address  or  f 
Address-label  \ 


Date 


Remittances  payable  to  Edward  Halse.   Cheques  or  Postal  Orders  to  be 
crossed  Martin's  Ba*t:k,  Limited.  \ 


P.  A.  LESLIE  &  CO. 

Wholesale  and 

Export  Druggists, 

Bride  Street,  DUBLIN 

J^EG  to  inform  their  friends  and  the  Trade 
generally  that  their  Warehouses,  Laboratories, 
and  Millrooms  having  been  inspected  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Her  Majesty's  Admiralty,  they  have 
been  placed  on  the  list  of  those  firms  invited  to 
contract  for  the  supply  of  Drugs  to  Her  Majesty's 
Navy. 

This  is  a  signal  honour,  and  is  the  first  time  any 
Irish  firm  has  obtained  such. 


Close  Quotations  for  Selected  Drugs,  Pure  Chemicals, 
and  Standardised  Pharmaceutical  Preparations 
sent  on  application. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  of  IRELAND. 


EXAMINATIONS. 

All  Examinations  are  held  during  the  months  of 
January,  April,  July,  and  October — viz. : 

The  Preliminary  Examinations  on  the  FIRST 
TUESDAYS. 

The  Pharmaceutical  License  Examinations 
on  the  SECOND  WEDNESDAYS  and  follow- 
ing  days. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Assistants  Examinations 
on  the  SECOND  MONDAYS. 

The  Registered  Druggist  Examinations  on 
the  SECOND  TUESDAYS. 


All  Applications  must  be  lodged  with  the  Registrar, 
and  fees  paid,  a  clear  fortnight  before  the  dates  of 
the  respective  Examinations. 


HARMACEUTIGAL  SCHOOLS  OF  CHEMISTRY, 
BOTANY,  AND  MATERIA  MEDICA. 

The  Chemistry  School  is  under  the  direction  of 
Professor  Tichborne,  ll.d.,  f.i.c,  l.r.c.s.i.,  and 
Diplomate  in  Public  Health,  assisted  by  Mr.  P. 
Kelly,  m.p.s.i.,  and  Mr.  F.  N.  Bines,  late  "  Young  " 
Scholar  of  Anderson's  College,  Glasgow. 

The  Botany  and  Materia  Medica  School  is  under 
the  dh-ection  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Laird,  b.a.,  Large  Gold 
Medallist  and  Sen.  Mod.  T.C.D.,  and  Mr.  J.  S. 
Ashe,  m.p.s.i.,  Medallist  and  Prizeman  in  Materia 
Medica,  r.c.s.i.,  &c,  &c. 

The  Fees  for  the  Courses,  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations  of  the  Society,  are  as  follows  : — 

£ 

Theoretical  Chemistry   1 

Practical  Chemistry  (Deposit  3/6)  ...  6 
Botany  and  Materia  Medica  (combined)  2 


FOR  FURTHER  PARTICULARS,  APPLY  TO 


THE  REGISTRAR,  67  LOWER  MOUNT  STREET,  DUBLIN. 
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The  City  of  Dublin  Drug  Hall 

AND 

PLATE    &    SHEET    GLASS  WAREHOUSE. 

SPONGES — A  Speciality. 

HONEYCOMB  SPONGES,  UNBLEACHED. 

AA.  Cases  of  200  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £3  10s.,  averaging  k\d.  each,  to  retail  at  Qd.  to  8d.  each. 
BB.  Cases  of  150  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £3  15s.,  averaging  6d.  each,  to  retail  at  9d.  to  Is.  each. 
CC.  Cases  of  100  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £3  15s.,  averaging  9d.  each,  to  retail  at  Is.  to  Is.  3d.  each. 
DD.  Cases  of  100  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £5;  averaging  Is.  each,  to  retail  at  Is.  Qd.  to  2s.  each. 
EE.  Cases  of  80  pieces,  assorted  shapes,  £6,  averaging  Is.  Qd.  each,  to  retail  at  Is.  9c?.  to  3s.  6cZ.  each 
All  Sponges  sent  carriage  paid  and  on  approval. 

AGENTS    FOE    JOHAN    THESEN    &    CO.'s    (BERGEN,  NORWAY) 

FINEST     NON-FREEZING     COO     LIVER  OIL, 

In  25-gal.  Casks,  5-gal.  Tins,  or  Winchester  Quarts.    Prices  and  samples  on  application. 

Agents  for  Ireland  (part  of  Ulster  excepted)  for  the  MITCHAM  JAPAN  &  VARNISH  CO.,  MITCHAM,  LONDON. 

SPECIALITIES-IVORY  WHITE  JAPAN  AND  WHITE  COPAL  VARNISH. 

McKEONE'S  AMERICAN  OATMEAL  SOAP,  specially  recommended  for  Ladies, 

.  At  4s.  3d.  per  doz.  tablets ;  48s.  per  gross. 
BELFAST   AGENTS— Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Haslett. 

Gold  Leaf,  Fellows'  Syrup,  Carter's  Little  Liver  Pills,  Kond's  Buonymised  Oocoa, 
Hoyte's  Weed  Killer,  Aspinall's  Enamels,  Brown's  Leaf  Brand  Hat  Reviver,  &c,  &c 


BISCUITS  Heron  No.  1. 

Prepared    from    tire    Formula    supplied  toy 

W.  D.   HASLAM.  Esq.,  M.D. 


COMPOSITION, 

Subnitrate  of  Bis- 
muth and  Purified 
Vegetable  Charcoal. 

MANUFACTURED  ONLY  BY 


NOTE—  They  are  as  palat- 
able and  inviting  as 
ordinary  luncheon  bis- 
I  cuits,  and  are  much 
relished  by  sufferers  from 
indigestion. 


HEARON,  SQUIRE  &  FRANCIS,  LIMITED, 

Wholesale  and  Export  Druggists,  Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Chemists, 
38   &   40   SOUTHWARK   STREET,   LONDON,  S.E. 


144  IHISH  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  CHEMIST  Attt>  DUtJGGlST   December  1,  1900 


WINTER  REQUISITES. 

k.VVVVV'-VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV^VVVVVVVVV'VVVVVV^ 

We  beg  to  remind  you  of  the  following  goods  necessary 

for  the  coming  season  : 

BOTTLES,  HOT  WATER.    Made  of  Best  quality  Rubber. 
CARSPHOR   ICE.    Pure  ingredients. 
CHEST   PROTECTORS.    Pure  Lambswool. 
CUBEB  CIGARETTES.     Safe  and  Effective. 
EXTRACT   OF  MALT.  Genuine. 

EXTRACT  OF  MALT  &  COD  LIVER  OIL  Genuine. 

FLOOR   POLISH.     Cheap  and  Reliable. 
INHALERS.  Various. 

PLASTERS.    All  kinds  of  guaranteed  quality. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  have  a  large  series  of  Specialities 
suitable  for  the  Winter  trade,  on  which  we  print  customer's  name 
and  address.   Particulars  will  be  found  in  our  list  of  Counter  Adjuncts. 


Christmas  Novelties. 

We  have  a  choice  selection  of  Fancy  Oases  of  Perfumery, 

all  at  popular  prices. 
A  detailed  list  sent  on  application. 


EVANS,  SONS  &  CO.,  LIVERPOOL. 

EVANS,  LESCHER  &  WEBB,  EVANS  AND  SONS,  LIMITED, 

LONDON.  MONTREAL. 

Printed  by  Spottbwoode  &  Oo,  New-street  Square ;  and  Published  at  the  Office,  42  Gannon  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  December  1,  1900. 


